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METIME TO GET INVOLVEDINVOLVED-

ItIt may seem somewhat absurd to call on AlaskaAlaska-
Natives

Alaska-
NativesNatives to get involved in elections because electionselections-
ofof one sort or another have become almost a way of lifelife-
for

life-
forfor many of us . With all of our regional and villagevillag-
ecorporations

villag-
ecorporationscorporations , non-profitnonprofit- associations , IRA Councils ,

city councils , schools boards , etc . we are continuouslycontinuously-
involved

continuously-
involvedinvolved , it seems .

Getting involved in the political system of our countrycountry-
isis as important to each of us as is our participation inin-

our
in-

ourour corporate affairs . If each of use could devote thethe-
same

the-
samesame level of interest and energy to voting in the up-upup-
coming

up-
coming

-

coming primary and general elections that we do toto-
corporate

to-
corporatecorporate elections , the Native Vote could become aa-
formidable

a-
formidableformidable force for any party to deal with . The "BushBush" "

vote blocked the initiative to repeal the StateState'sStates's Subsis-SubsisSubsis-
tence

Subsis-
tence

--
tence laws , and that was a prime example of what courdcouldcourd-
be

could-
bebe done when Alaska Natives commit themselves to usingusing-
our

using-
ourour political system .

A lot of us are satisfied with simply registering andand-
voting

and-
votingvoting when the time comes , and some of us are contcontentnt '

to leave that responsiblity in someone else'selses' hands,

rationalizing that our votes don'tdont' count anyway . Some ofof-
us

of-
usus are burned out with so many elections and maybe eveneven-

disgusted

even-

disgusteddisgusted with thetheHpolitickingHpoliticking"politickingpoliticking" , " that is part and parcelparcel-
of

parcel-
ofof the System . A lot of times , it is difficult to try toto-
understand

to-
understandunderstand what one party stands for more than thethe-
other

the-
otherother . Alaska Natives cannot afford to be apathetic"andapatheticandapathetic"and-
whether

apatheticand-
whether

", ,

whether we feel like it or not we have to work at be-bebe-
comeing

be-
comeing

-

comeing more involved in the political system .

The process for each of us should start at the locallocal-
level

local-
levellevel , whether you'reyoure' a Democrat , a Republican , or anan-
Independent

an-
IndependentIndependent.. Not all of us have the time to go tto pre-prepre-
cinct

pre-
cinct

--
cinct and district meetings, or state conventions , and fewfew-
of

few-
ofof us have the resources to go to National conentions ;

that is true . But ;, we can take some time .toto. to talk to thosethose-
who

those-
whowho are fortunate enough to have ,Jhethe time to particip rtici-rticirtici-
pate

-

pate in those events . We can encourage those who havehave-
committed

have-
committedcommitted themselves to be our leaders in either thethe-
Decomcratic

the-
DecomcraticDecomcratic or Republican parties , because there 'areare' are ,

right now , so few Alaska Natives in either party .

During the next five months , voters all 'overover' the coun-councoun-
try

coun-
try

--
try will be going to the polls , and we hope Alaska NativesNatives-
will

Natives-
willwill be joining them in great numbers . When the resultsresults-
of

results-
ofof the final voting begin coming in in November , wewe-
can

we-
cancan take pride in having elected ththF best people to repre-reprerepre-
sent

repre-
sent

--
sent us in Congress , in the State Legislature , in our loclocallocal-
assemblies

ll-

assembliesassemblies , and on our school boards .

If you'reyoure' uncertain about the process for getting in-inin-
volved

in-
volved

-

volved and youyou' live in Anaktuvuk Pass'orPassorPa s ' or in TenakeTenakepTenakep-

SpringsSprings , ask someone in your community Jorfor the infor-
mation

infor-infor-infor-
mation

'
-

mation and take the time to get involvedinvolved-

FESTIVAL

.

FESTIVAL OF AMERICAN FOLKFOLKLIFEFOLKLIFE-

The

IFE

The
'

18th Annual Festival of American Folklife on thethe-
National

the-
NationalNational Mall in Washingto1Washington} , DCD.C:. ; isis.underwayisunderway. underway ., .andand.

and a'a'

good number of Alaska Natives are parHcipatingparticipating in thatthat-
prestigious

that-
prestigiousprestigious event sponsored by the Smithsonian instituteinstitute-
and

.

and the National Part Service .
i

We share in Governor Sheffield'sSheffields' ' excitement"aboutexcitementaboutexcitement"about-
the

"
IIWethe potentials available for Alaska to put it'sits' , best footfoot-

foward
foo-

tfwardfowardfward in tbethe Natiop'sNatiopsNation'sNations' captiol this!his summer at t11is-t11istliist11ishighly- highlyhighly-
popul

highly-
popularpopulpopulrpopularr>, eventvent ., " Our best wishes to

.
the 290200 AlaskaAlaska-

participants
.

participants in the Festival ,
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