
Significantignificant0ignificantSignS0 ficant Ruling for RuralRural-
Justice

.

JusticeJ stistieMadeeMadeMade by Justice Bone
Alaskan villagers on trial willwill-

no
will-

nono longer have to face excluexclu-exclu-
sively

¬.-
sively big city jurors as thethe-
resuij

the-
resultresujjresuijresult of a State Supreme CourtCourt-
decision

Court-
decisiondecision this month .

jurorsfromThe practice of picking jurors
from within a 15IS mile radius ofof-
Anchorage

of-
AnchorageAnchorage has been ruled unun-unun-
constitutional

¬.-
constitutional whenwh n such a selec.selecselec-selec-
tion

. ¬.-

tion does not represent a fairfair-
cross

fair-
crosscross section of the communitycommunity-
where

community-
wherewhere the accusedaccusedresidesresides .

Test case was that of thethe-
State

the-
StateStateCloydAlvaradoof.DfDfi.f Alaska versus CloydCloyd-
'AlvaradoAlvarado'Alvarado-Alvarado'- . AlvaradoAlvarado"aAlvaradoaAlvarado.a'

," . a residentresident-
of

resident-
ofof Chignik , had 'beenbeenbeen foundfound-
guilty

found-
guiltyguilty lytl y 9*'9an'ananan AnchorageAncllorage jury

,

of raping his 14-year-old14yearoldl4-year-oldl4--- -- sister*.,
in-lawinlawin.lawinlaw-. and hadftadbad been denieddeniedjuryjuryJuryJury-
selection

jury-
selectionselection that would includeinclude-
residents

include
. ,

residents ofhisIDS ownownwri ' area .

JheTheThe higher court reversedreversed.thisreversedthisreversed.this-
decision

,. thisthis-
decisionjurydrawjurydrawndecision ohonon grounds thattmt a jury
drawndraw exclusively frornfrom , AnchoAncho-AnchoAnchor-
age

ncho-nchonchor-
age

-¬

'
rage cduldcdufdcould not . try the1the 'NativeNativeNativeNative-
fairly

Native-
fairlyfairly . .,

"ThatThat'That"'' case , togethertogetherwithtogether
I,

, withwith thethe-
venue

the-
venuevenue stature passed

,
by the lastlast-

legislature
last-

legislaturelegislature is pushing the legallegal-
system

legal-
systemsystem 'outout'ouloul' into the bush at aaIa-
fantastically

:
'

.,

I'

fantastically rapid ' rate/raterateobrate /:, * ' ob ¬.'
serves PhilPhiJ Byrne , director ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska Legal ServicesSrvicesS rvices

,
whichwhichreowhichrere-rereore-

presented
re-

presented
- '

presented Alvarado in hishi suit$uit ., ,

"I'mIm"" '' surprised the courtcourt-
d

court-
didn'tdidn'tdidntd d 'tt' make more pfof the legislegis- ¬.-

lative venue law than just aa-
footnote

a-
footnotefootnote . It resulted from the '

Bush Justice ConferenceC <>nference and itit-
is

it-
isis important .."

The legislation to whichwhich-
Byrne

which-
ByrneByrne refers , requires all propro-pro-
secution

¬.-
secution to commence in thethe-

Continued

the-
Continued

the-
Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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judicial district where crimes areare-
alleged

are-
allegedalleged to have been committed .
It ,.

'-

was
w- as'

was passed-aspassedaspassed .asas-."- the writtenwritten-
court

written-
courtcourt decision ', does iInote-"toInote"totonote-"tonoteInote"to-
make'the

, notenote"to-
makethe

-"toto"
makemake'themakethemake-themakethemaketheadministration'thethe'- ' administration of jusjjus-jusjus-
tice

s ¬.-
tice ,. more accessible'accessible*' to , thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople ' of rural areas of thethe-
state

the-
state ""' 'state .:

The , problems
,
of bush jusjus-just-

ice
jus-

tice
-¬-

tice are , wellwen outlined by StateState-
Chief

State-
ChiefChief Justice George Boney inin-
his

in-
hishis written decision onon'theonthe' the Al-AlAl-
varadocase

AIAl -.
varadocasevarado case . /"

'" "ThisThis"" ' evidence vividly
,
'por-'porpor'por-

trays
'por-

trays

' por¬-
trays the enormous gulfgutf thatthat-
separates

that-
separatesseparate'sseparates' the mode of life of theth'eth'e-
typical

the-
typical

'

typical Alaskan villager from thethe-
type

the-
typetype ofofexistenceexistence lead by ' mosttnostmost-
of

tnost-
ofof Anchorage and'and' other citiescities-
iri

cities-
ininiri thethe'statethestate', state . -. The differencesdifferences-
between

differences-
betweenbetween a Native village and thethe-
'city

the-
'city'citycity'' ofofAnchorage,.Anchorage are

'

neitherneither-
simple

neither-
simplesimple '.. nornnor'superficial'th-

ey

norsuperficialth-

ey

r '-superficial
s-uperficial'superficial ;;' theythey'are'areare'are-

not
are-

not

'are
not restrictedrestri ted to a single element .' '

'-occupation
o-

ccupation'-occupation
o- ccupation' "'such asas'occupati-

on

asoccupati-

on

or income ,
"

he wrote . , ." ,

' .
Boney described

'

AnchorageAnchorage-
asas a

'
."compactcompact"" , self-containedselfcontained-- ,

urbanurba . community strongly 'in-'inin'in-
fluenced

'inin'in-
flucnced

' -. '

fluenceddluencedflucnced, <' by ' the mainstreammainstreamofmainstreamof-
urban

"ofof"'
,ofof-

urbanurban 'andand'andsuburban'and'suburbanandsuburban' /suburbansuburban/:, ' suburban cultureculture-
which

culture-
whichwhich dominates the

,

. UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates.

.:"' .
"

'

'-
contrast

c-

ontrast
'

InIn'contrastIncontrastcontrast ,",.NativeNative. .villagesvillages. ,.
suchsuchas"Chignik-as"Chignikas"ChignikasChignik-°"asas"

,
as

"
Chignik ; offeroffer'sporadicoffersporadicoffer'sporadic-

employment
,,' sporadic

'

employmente ptoyment
,
and

,
a limitedJ.imited.cJimited.cJimitedclimitedcash

. .

cashcash-

i

_

i\

, ,' ,44 -

economyececonomynomy .:' fc.f-
c"Attitudes"AttitudesAttitudes" of Native villagesvillages-

inin such
'
mattersmattmattersrs as family relarela-rela-

tions
¬.-

tions , sexual mores andandreligionreligionreligion-
differ

religion-
differdiffer markedlymarkedry from the attiatti-atti.-
tudes

¬-'
tudes.tudes. shared by many citycity-
dwellers

city-
dwellersdwellers ,:" Boney contended .

Alvarado'sAlvaradosAlv rado'srados' lawyer agrued thatthat-
while

that-
whilewhile it was not necessary thatthat-
aa jury 'bebe' selected att

, the prepre-pre-
ciselbcale

¬.-
ciseciselbcale, ,;* I6caIel cale ,. of the crimecnme

II-
the

,. itit-
should

It-
shouldshould be at least

,
representativ-

eof
representative

ofofthe-thethe- the communitycommunityin, in which thethe-
accused

the-
accusedaccused lives. .: ,. The "courtcourt'court"' concon-con-
cu'rred

con-
curred

¬-
", '

curredcu'rred' ..!
TheTh state hashasfhasarguedargued'arguedf' thatthat-

using
that-

usingusing jurors in remote areas willwilldwill-
be

d .

be'be'Byrne'of'
wildly ,. expensiveexpens ve butbut ByrneBymeByme-

of'ofof:'of Legal ServicesServiServiceses does notot agree .
;
. ""ItIt"'ItIt' will be sort of like aa-
traveling'travelingtravelinga'traveling'
traveling legal system.LikesystemLikesystem-.Likesystem.LikeLike..-..

' aa-
Vying

a-
'VyingflyingVying'Vying
'

circuscircus'ascircusas,'", *" '-
as

a-s'as
.
he envisions jtit ." .

t\
.

"VicVic"VieVie"" Carlsen inIII SoutheasternSoutheastem '",'

,alreadyIready travelstravels.3travels3.a good dealdeatdeatordealofoforof-
the 'the 'timetime' ime and they'retheyrethey 're beginningbeginning-
toto travel to bush areas to hearhear-
casescasesasescases out of Anchorage ,. too .:"' *.'

, " ,

as
>, As for " AJvaradoAlvaradovarado ,;,.hehe. he was lettlet-

out'of
tt-

outoutoutIoutofout'ofoutofI' ofof. prisonprson" on the 1J11th7th , andand-
'ifs

and-
it's'ifsifs' it'sits' ' notnonot-notnotlikely;

- likely he'llhell
.

' have to
.-
face

f-

ace
.,
face.fac-

eapother
face-

a1iother
.

anotherapothera1iother trial .
: "ForFor"

,' allallr.racticalallpracticalr.racticalrracticalpractical. ,:; purposespurposes-
Itifsit'sitspurposesit'sIt 's over now , ' Byrne concludedconcluded-
"There's

,
"There'sTheres"'" ' no ;: further appealxforappeal.fappealfappealforappealfor-
the

., ,
>/x'

thetletl e state . 'TheThe' court 'rulingruling' ,1s1s, ffl-
aw

IS '

" ' 0( ' *",.*
.,lawt..

-
I . ,;

I

-
, -


