Alcoholism

Conference
to focus on
rural abuse

by Ken Duff
tor the Tomadra | omes

As evervone knows, alcohelism i
Aduaska's Number One health problem,
and drug abuse s on the nse

Uhe 1 dth Annual School on Addwe
o Studies, May 18-21, ut the
Sheraton Anchorage Hotel, will ad
ress whinl rural Alaska communities
can do to ke aostand and begin o
combar this magor problem

Phal Lane Jr, oamd Michael Bopp
brom the Four Workds Prevelopment
Povect i Alberty, Cannda, will be
returming 1o Alaska 1o offer presenti
pons at thas statewiide conference

Four Worlds Development Progect
by worked with mumeross  Native
American  commumiies  throughoul
Canacla and the United States, muost
notably Alkall Lake, from which came
the video, “The Honour of Al The

roject s locus s helping communites
Wlentily their own power to begin the
work of batling ulcobol and drugs

The wisdom of the elders and the
truditronnl celebrations of the culiure
through ceremony and language are ot
the core of the Four Worlds Project,
Both Lae and Bopp will give wdeas
on working within culivres and how
L ChIpowaer communities

The primary message will b the
unity of all people and all culiures
wirhing together 1o overcome oul
st pressing social problems.

On Sunday, Trom 10 .m0 09 o,
the day before the conference begins,
the 1one of the conference will be sel
by having a Gathering and Cultural
Night at the Fawrview Community
Center

Lance will lead porncipanis on 4
spuriund journey of uweity, wang the
medicime  wheel and o staking
ceremony, which will be Tollowed by
oo potluck of traditional Toods, drem-
ming. dancing, a dress review andd
other culrnl evens,

Evervone is mviled, There are no
fees of registration for thas Sunday
event

People are asked o bring tradinonal
towsds and some sonl from then local
communinies, The sonl s used as pun
ol the staking cervmony

The avtusl conference bepins May
I8 el runs until S pome May 21 All
penentl sessions amd workshops will
b held o the Sherron Anchorpe
Hinel,

Phe registration fee for the entire
conference is $190. Those who wart
more information may conthol me or
Cheryl Mann a1 TRG6-1801

In wddition tn the Four Worlds®
presentations, there will be workshops
Ay

*Preventing suicides in the villuge,

*Detoxification from alcobol o u
Bush communmity.

*Working with familics

*Relapse prevention,

*Waorking with youth,

The workshop will be specifically
pimed ot rural Alaska.

Anyone interested in helping to stop
these major problems will profit by at-
tending the | 3th Annual School on Ad-
diction Studies.

People from all over Alaska and
Canadn come together a this time 10
share idens and give support.

Ken Duff is the training coordinator
ail the Center for Alcohol and Addic-
ton Studies of the University of
Aluska-Anchorage. The conference ix
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