Cowper asks Alaskans to accept cuts

by Gov, Steve Cowper
i the Thuindrm Thimes

Let me set the record struight.

Unlike much of what you've been
reading about your state government
lately , the following is factual. §y is all
on the record. You can look it up

In 1985, the state of Alaskn spent
$1.7 billion. In 1986, the figure was
down 23 percemt, 1o $2.8 hlﬁll!ﬂ Hy
1987, it was 524 Mllion. My firsi
budget will be for Fiscal Year |98X,
which begins July | It calls for a
reduction 1w %1.9 hillion

Tt means that in three years, sime
spendig will have been cut nearly
hall. 1If you secount for mflation,
wie 're back where we were in 1979
I you comsider only the stale agencics
— ““the bureaucracy’' — we're back
o 1972 per capita spending levels,
helore the pipeline.

When I came to Juneau five months
ager, | saw the need for furher reduc
tons i state spending, and | thought
the best way o do o was o ask
everybody o give up something. My
[irst budget, which has nin yer been
addopted by the Legislature, mnkes
reductions which are Gur and just

That doesn 't mein everybody gels
Cequal T treatment, os s the cise wilh
avtoss-the-board cots. It does mean
thint nobody has 1o shoolder an unfan
burden, except for  those  public
employees who hold the 850 sine jobs
which will be elimauteéd Trom next
vear s budget. m addimion 1o 63 pos
tons cut thas year

We are asking Alaskans of all ages
(o accept somic iatation on their stie
benghits, We have proposed thal stu
0 loans and fongevity bonuses go
10 Jse who most need the money

¢ are nsking that people at every
income level take part in the solution
We have proposed revenue mensures
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aswessing those who can afford 1o pay,
and we are asking people i rural
Adnskan sod urban Alaska o setthe Tor
léss from thetr government

I am asking ouwr excellem stoie
workiorce to take a pay cor. 1 donn
think there s enough appreciation of
how hard most stute employees work
and how dedicated they are o thetr

by,

Muany stine employees wook my pro
peosial as i shap inthe Bce 10 oot 1°s
- recogmbion thar all of us are i thas
ogether and that everybody needs 1o
help us resodve our Tiscal problems

I vou beheve povermoment hos a jeb

feradon, Chen we'te appronching o pout

where enough 15 enough. You can
wrpue about where that point 15, bul
i's clear that there's not enough oil
money 0 pay for even a basic level
of government. In fact, we can’l even
come close with the ml money

For 198K, we'll need an additional
SO0 millon to hulance the budget
Our money situation won't get much
betier in the year 1o Coime, so we may
wias well figure out how 1o pay for
what we want, The decision can be pul
ol FTor o year or Pwo st most, bt then
i cannot be avolded. As temphing as
i may be, we can't run away Trom i

To help pay tor a moderate level ol
state services, | proposed an income
tax, sonne spendimg of the Permaunent
Fund income and & suspension of some
oil s breaks. Taken iogether, those
revenue measures spread the burden
W LT INAnner, as Joes ny propys
el budget

My plan docsn 1 satisty everybody
bt 'm ready o delend o

In the meantime, the Legishoture has
b responsibihity o omake some deci
st L oemn veto o hudget, but L oanct
wrile one. | ocan introduve  evenue
blls. but the Legislsture has to pass
theme T s noow timwe Lo legistotors o
at

st Jast week o letters do-the sedhitor
codunnimes s the state, 1 was rouncd
O uritivreed tor cuting stident Loans,
st citbeens” benebins, i to eduen
ont, bid o public broadeasting, sup
port lor telecommumications, Tish and
panie  biologists,  police  ofheers,
village minway hghis, the s, road
manienance, schood debt retiremeni
did,  of  course,  public
WA

Last moe powse e qquestiome 101 o
el oy cut slate "i|!1'l.'lli|III!.'_. CRL TR TN 18
your suppose all those Jetter writers
were tnlking abow !
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