Geophysical Institute scientists:

Was this winter warmer than usual? Yes!

FAIRBANKS — I you thowght
this winler was warimer than nor
mal, you were night, according to
University of Alaska-Fairbanks
Cieophysical Institute soieniists,

They sind this winter and breakup
senson were the latest in the series
ol wirm winters and springs Alaska
hus been enjoving for the lay
decade

Novemben lemperatures. were
below normal ol Farbanks  dod
Tupeau, though no new records
wite set, and @ very brel spell ol
seviere weather hit Fawbanks and
Anchorige sround Jan. |12

Al Juneau, this Meold™ spell

merely produced the only normal
temperatures of the month,

Low temperatures returned
statewide in late February and the
fivst week of March, but the re-
mainder of March was unusually
balmy, with daily daily high
temperature records being set in
Farbanks and Junciu

As a pleasant change from the lasi
two winters, the above-normal
i¢mperatares persisted  through
Apnil, giving carlyv-1o-normal snow
rmelt

The averuge temperature  [or
December and Januwary ¢ombined
wits more than 10 degrees above

As a pleasant change
from the last two winters,
the above-normal
temperatures persisted. . .

normal . all three cnes, and
November was the only month sinie
last August in which all three did nol
have above-normal temperatures

In Fairbanks, where a normal
winter would bring around Tow
days with average temperatures
below 40 below, the coldes
remiperature recorded this winter

barcly brushed that mark.

I Juneaw, thawing lemperatures
day and night were the rule for large
parts of the winter, which made the
few periods when daily high
remperatures were below freezing all
the more striking.

Fven Anchorage had some
December nights with. above-
[reezing temperatures, and thawing
on winter days was almost as likely
as nol

Scientists al the institute believe
iogs ampossible o say  whethe
Alaskans are secing the start of a
trend toward warmer winters or the
end of @ fluctuation,



