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by Sen. Willie Hensley
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FHe trermendoos growih i hoos
wie i areis such as Anchorage and
Fonmeinnr churing e TORO%S Creanged the
tlusion et there o an adeguate
vy o) hovsig i Adaska. Those
ol ox Fromy tural Addgska wre well
awinte of 1he housimge necds thar soll
ExSD I Our COnTMmuUmcs

I he differences berween raral and
b Adaska i the grea of hous
i are haedly surprsing, given (hal
the stinte Tast vedr dsharsed appros
pitely 81, 5K por copitien hows
g loans i Anchorage, compared
Wy S5O0 per caplitn e Wesiarn
Alaska

o address thes meguty, 1o
troduced  wa resolotions This
legislative sesston . The first resolu
o sk the gover nor toander ke
an assessment ol the housing con-
divions and demand Tor housing in
el Alaska.

Fhe second resolunion urges the
LS Department of Housmg and
Lihan Development not to reduce
ths Bosimge assistanee by Adaska,
mosl ol which  benctits tural
Aliskans,

Cdne ol he brggest obstacles to
desiping workable hovsimg pro-
eranns Lo cnral Adaska bs o Tk
ol tnformanon about current o
e condions. The bt comprelicn
st strvey was e 1980 LS. Cen
ws. Siee the 1990 Census s spll
several veurs iwway, wedo ool have
sedepgite dndonmiation about wil
whanges in howsig have ocoureed i
the Last seven vears

W da know Tror o lonied 1985
Morean ol Idian Adbinrs strves
Lrpeted w0 Absshn Natives tha
substandard and overcrowdied bBons:
e is stll wodespread among rural
Mabives, desprre spam Dcint amousnt s
of ew construction siatewide. The
study condluded thar the Nitive
propulintiogy ds i need of 4800 new
it saned ar least 34 percent of the
extsiinge o reguire substind
e

It we ave 1o develop respansive
howsung programs,  we necd 1o
understond  how the  sipnificmnm
population growih e villapes and
regronal conters s atlecting thiy de
maund for housinge and how mouch
haosiig has been acdded or los) 1o
Hhae Brovuisinge mankaer sinee the 1980
Loy

We also peed to kpow who the
people are who are most m nedcd ol
howsing so that our programs are
peired ro both their lousing teeds
arnd abliny o ey T howsings., Faow
exaunple, il the people most in need
are those with seasomal incomes, we
may be able to design a workahle
financimg methoud 10 enable them 1o
gualify for housing loans,

The second resolotion grows oul
of my concern Chat oF FILIEY cues s
programs in rucal Alaska, as it has
proposed, wie will lose one of our
primary sources of money for new
housing. Since stale housing pro-
grams do not scem 1o be designed
to provide substantial benefits 1o
rural residents with incomes less
than $30,000 a year, any cuthack by
HUD will make it that much harder
to bulld new homes to satisfy the
growing demand Tor housing.

Hensley targets
- rural housing aid

. . .the state last
year disbursed ap-
proximately $1,500
per capita in housing
loans in Anchorage,
compared to $500
per capita in Western
Alaska.

t 198G, HULY vecorved apphica
treitts for 642 writs i Adbiaska, bud
wirs able to Tid only 28 ol these
W the Punded winats were cul by half,
Lhere will be an even higher ratio ol
unfonded 10 Tunded amies. Phes
gomes at @ tme when the ipcomes
ol Aldaskans are hikely 1o be degi'eas
g due 1o a slow ceonmomy, resuliing
m additonal need  Tor lousing
Hss1sinnce,

An addinonal problem resalimyg
Frome any Tature cots by HUIEY s
diseconomes of scale, 1 owe con
vinue 1o distrthote HULY Fundimg
vipuibably among the regiond hows
g vt horvies, coch authorry wil
hove funching Tor only & Tew units

Il dovw nonrbser ool s Lonaded
o sy given valbinee would make i
dibficnlt 1o Bind conteaclors whio
dotdd preovide design and construg
tievrn serviees oo porad villages wathm
e wost gethmes of the current prn
e, Constraction alarger numbe
of widts at one bme inea villinge s
much more cost ellective.

While we seek oul wiys 1o make
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fective e raealreds. Dhope than dhie
federal povermment will coninue 1
cssdsd o i ronkobng suee toet all eacal
Alsk s |I.H'n: P A L S :Jrl..'l.”nl
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