
federal state spokesmen discuss
rights of way for road construction

the one sentence federal law giv-
ing state governments rights of way
over unreserved public lands for the
construction ofhighways was the topic
of a multi agency meeting recently
sponsored by the bureau of land
management

the 1866 law meant to provide ac-
cess for settlers and others has been
a controversial issue in alaska in re-
cent years as the state and the BLM
work to interpret it

wayne boden BLMs deputy state
director for land and renewable
resources said the meeting was in-

tended to be a review of the alaska
federal agency policy on the issues
drafted by BLM last year

our main purpose was to discuss
the process by which the state of
alaska will assert jurisdiction over
certain rights of way across federal
public lands he said

state sen jack coghill of nenanabenana
put together a task force last year to
identify surface transportation routes
which could be claimed under the law
coghill said he was pleased that the
federal and state agencies are beginn-
ing to work together on these issues

others involved in the discussion in-
cluded agency representatives from the
national park Serserivceseriviceivice the US fish
and wildlife service the forest ser-
vice and the alaska federation of
natives


