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Some Try Emulating-
Native

EmulatingEmulating-
NativeNative WritersWritersSev-

eral

'

Several years ago the editoreditoteditotof:' of this newspaper and thethe-

present
the-

presentpresent editor of the All AlaskaAlska Weekly , had a ratherrather-
fascinating

rather-
fascinatingfascinating experience in trying to decipher a letterletter-
supposedly

letter-
supposedlysupposedly written by a NativelTheNativetTheNative :tTheThe letter was written in aa-

broken
a-

brokenbroken English manner . SomehowSom how ,, the letter
' did notnot-

convihce
not-

convinceconvinceconvihce Tom Snapp and this editor that it was a genuinegenuine-

Nativewritten
genuine-

Nativewritten
'

Native-writtenNativewritten-- missile . We finallyfinallydecidedfinalljtdecided, decided that thethe'thingthethingthing waswas-

written
was-

writtenwritten by a non-NativenonNative- who1whowholhad'hadhad,'had tried to emulate'
anan-

undereducated
an-

undereducatedunder-educatedundereducatedunder-educatedundereducated- Eskimo or Indian ;;. ,

.
'-

experience
e-

xperience
'

v ,We
,
have

,
ve hadha quite a lot of experience in decipheringdeciphering-

t

deciphering-

undereducated
decipherin-

gundereducated
t under-educatedundereducatedunder-educatedundereducated- Native writerswnters and it is not a tqo-difficulttqodifficulttQodifficult-

i

tqodifficult-
task

--

i taskk totodecidto decide
,

that a letter was written by a Native Eskimo oror-

t

or-

Iridian
or-

Indian
t
IndianIridian ._ After living with suchs h things for years , one learns toto-

recognize'
} recognizerecOgnzrecOgnz the NativeNative'mannerismsNativemannerisms

,

' mannerisms in writing as well'well.' wellasas ',

(fthoughtthoughttthoughtpatter.nsirwolvedtthoughtpatternsirwolvedpatternspatterns.
involved . .

"

{ We may not be ' perfectperfect'atperfectat'

at this but we are quitequite'willingquitewilling'willing toto-

stick
to-

stick'stickstick'!stick .',, our necks put
.-
out

o-ut.out that we canccanr
._ pretty wellwel recognize aa-

Native.written
a-

NativewrittenNative-writtenNativewrittenNative.writtenNativewritten:.-
- letter .. The letterslettersareletters are not only charmingcharming butbutt-

hey"get
but-

theytheythey"gettheyget"
get the thought acrossacross in a roundaboutroundabout wayway-
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