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LEFTLEFr TO., RIGHTRIGHT : Donna Rodriquez parent((ParentParent ) of Nelson RodriquezRodriquez-
a

Rodriquez-
andanda d Beth Overstad . *.

t

Tots , ParentsPPa rents'MeetrentsMeet'rentsrents' 'Meet Teachers-TeachersTeache-

rsHead
Teache-

rsHead
Teache-

rsHead
-

'

Head StartStar StartsStarts-

In
Starts-

InIn Anchorage
'

Three and four year oldsaIds andand-

their
and-

theirtheir'' parentsparen ts got a chance to meetmeet-

their
meet-

theirtheir teachersteachernteachernandand looklooc! ata t theirtheir-

classrooms
their-

classroomsclassrooms during an open househouse-

held
house-

heldheld at Fairview and InletTnlet ViewView-

Elementary
View-

ElementaryElementary Schools .

Nearly 100 families havehave-

enrolled
have-

enrolledenrolled in the program , aa-

Federally
a-

FederallyFederally funded program ofof-

health
of-

healthhealth , early education , socialsocial-

services
social-

servicesservices , nutrition , and parentparent-
involvement

parent-
involvementinvolvement operated by thethe-

Rural
the-

RuralRural Alaska Community ActionAction-
Program

Action-
ProgramProgram .

Head Start recently celebratedcelebrated-
itsits 10th anniversary , and teachersteachcuteachcu-
were

teachers-

werewere enthusiastic about thethe-

part
the-

participationparticipationpart cipation of parents at thethe-

open
the-

openopen house .

Eunice Long , a teacher at InletInlet-

View
Inlet-

ViewView , felt that , "TheThe" open house1househous-
eactivities

"
activities provided anan-

opportunity
an-

opportunityopportunity to introduce thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity , parents , andand-
childr

and-
childrenchildrenchildr n to some of the goals ofof-

Head
of-

HeadHead Start.. I am impressedjrnpressedImpressedwithwithwith-
the

with-
thethe turnouttumout.."

Beth Overstad , another teacherteacher-
atat the Inlettruet View Center , waswas-

equally
was-

equallyequally enthusiastic , "ParentsParents" gotgot-

to
got-

toto loot at the environment that''
will give their children a variedvaried-

experience
varied-

experienceexperience , allowing each child toto-

make
to-

makemake a successful break fromfrom-

home
from-

homehome , learn to be with otherother-
children

other-
childrenchildren , become familiarfamil ar with aa-

group
a-

groupgroup setting , and learnleam securitysecurity-

inin a new environment .. "

Kalex Saxton , the AnchorageAnchorage-
Head

Anchorage-
HeadHead Start Coordinator-CoordinatorCoordinatorsaid, -', saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat , "WeWe" have a strongshong
commitment to work with thethe-
wholewholeole family , not just the child ."

programhaveParents for this year'syears' programprogr rnrn-
havehave been meeting during thethe-
summer

the-
summersummer , helping to design theth-
eprogram

th-
eprogramprogram , and attendingattending-
educational

attending-
educationaleducational andarid recreationalrecreational-
activi

recreational-
activities

'
activitiesactivi ties .

Over 50% of theth children to bebe-

enrolled
be-

enrolledenrolled this fallfall have hadhad-
complete

had-
completecomplete medical screeningreening .

The Anchorage Head StartStart-

program
Start-

programprogram is working-workingworkingwith-. with aa-

Dum

a-

numbernumberDumber of agencies to insure thatthathat-

follow
tt-

followfollow up care is provided forfor-

children
for-

childrenchildren with special needs .

Several staff arelire taking a coursecourse-

in
course-

inininchild-childchild'child-,' development andand-
dev

and-
developmentaldevelopmentaldev lopmental disabilities withwith-

the
with-

thethe .EarlyEarly., Childhood EducationEducatio-
nProgram

Educatio-
nProgramProgram at AnchorageAnchorageC-
ommunity

AnchorageC-
ommunityCommunity College .
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