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CulturalCu tural HeritageHeritagHeritage---
., ,

WriterWriterHeritageWriter'., Inspires AnotherAnQthe'rAnQther
,

'

By ANDREW J . CH1KOYAKCI-IIKOYAKCIIIKOYAKCH1KOYAK-

Having
CiUKOYCIIIKOYAK-

Having

- AK

, Having read your article on Mr .

Tommy Ongtooguk'sOngtooguks'' "UniqueUnique""Unique-
Historical

"Unique-
HistoricalHistorical Project " in which toto-

preserve
to-

preservepreserve his disappearing cultureculture-
inin your September, 3 TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes newspapernnewspaperwspaper has inspirednspired meme-

to
me-

toto write this article .

As a Yupik Eskimo and a filmfilm-

m'lke'r
film-

makermakerm'lke'rmlker' ' from the AlaskaAlaska VillageVillage-

Council
Village-

CouncilCouncil PresidentsPreident$ region , I havehave-

"felt"feltfelt""felt alonealont': manymany.times-- .times.- times-'
.-
tim

t-
im.,
timesS on my ,,

efforts in which to document purQurourQu-

rcultural
our-

culturalcultural heritage.heritage
. ,

and to produceproduce-
e

produc-
eeducationaleducationaleeducationalanddue a ti anal and, informationinfomtationinfomtation-
fIlms

Information-
filmsfilms and video tapest pes .: However ,,

youry Ur) article on Mr . TommyTommy-

Ongtooguk's
'

Ongtooguk'sOngtooguks' efforts has mademade-

known
made-

knownknown to me thatiat I am not alonealone-

in
alone-

inin climbingcliInbing, theth mountain .

Last year in DecemberOccembee[) embef .19741974. 1974?4 ,

the YUPIK FILMS , INCywasINI1 2<2asC ,
. asas-

incorporated
'

incorporated as a non-profitnonprofit- filmmmmm-

corporation
film-

corporationcorporation with the 501 (C) (3)3(3)-

IRS
(3)-

IRS
( )

IRS tax exempt status .. It waswas-

fonned
was-

formedformedfonned by Andrew J ,. Chikoyak ,

John Evan , and Mary Evan , allall-

from
all-

fromfrom TununTununltk'IhnunlkIhnunlk' :k .. It was formed-
with

formedfonnedfonned-
withwith three goals in which toto-

accomplish
to-

accomplishaccomplish :

(1)1I(( ) To produce and provide thethe-

rural
the-

ruralruralruralvillagesvillages with an educational-
and

educationaleaucationaleaucational-
andand information filmsfllms and videovideo-

tapes
video-

tapestapes pertainingperta1ning to the land,,
corporationscorporacorporationstions , health , educationducationgducation ,

and both functions of the State-

'and
StateState-

'and
State-

I

State-

and'andandI' Local Governments .

(2)2( ) To document'anddocumentanddocument'' and preservepreserve-

OUr

preserv-
eourour rapidly dying culturalcultural-
heritage

cultural-
heritageheritage and traditional ways forfor-

the
for-

thethe present and educationaleducational-
reference

educational-
referencereference purposes .

(3)3( ) To provide the rural villagesvillage-
swit

village-
swithwithwit h the, videov ide 0 tapetaptape-
communication

ee-

comcommunicationcom m unication assistanceassistance-
pertaining

assistance-
pertainingpertaining to the land andand-

iUbsistence
and-

subsistencesubsistence\iUbsistenceiUbsistence\ living for hearing-

purposes
hearinghearing-

purposespurposes .

The finished filmsfilins and videovideo-

tape
video-

tapetape copies will be filedf1led and bebe-

Imade
be-

'made'mademadeImade' available to the public ,

educationale d uc a tional institutions , and

other ,., organizations . CopiesCc;>pies willwill-

be
will-

bebe made available for both. ,
rentalrental-

and
rental-

andand purchase .

The mpniesmoniesm mies received fromfrom-
rental

from-
rentalrentalrentalandand sales will be used toto-

obtain
to-

obtainobtain more needed film andand-

video
and-

videovideo tape copies andandsomesome bebe-

released
be-

releasedreleased to other non-profitnonprofitnonprofit-
organizations

nonprofit-
organizations

-

organizations educational funds .
'

,. In the ruralruralvillagesvillages , today is thethe-

hardest
the-

hardest.hardesthardest., and critical time of ourour-

lives
our-

liveslives . After ' thethepassage-passagepassage-'
,. of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Land ClaimsClaim-
sSettlement

Claim-
sSettlementSettlement Act , manyrilany citycity-

oriented
city-

oriented
.

oriented problems have arisen .:
In the past ,, the Eskimos ,, thethe-

true
the-

truetrue natives of thistrus land , have-

used
havehave-

usedused thethelandtheJand,. , -landland- mainly "forfor"' for thethe-

subsistence
the-

subsistencesubsistence living . They still useuse-

the
use-

thethe land for thistros purpose in thethe-

rural
the-

ruralrural villages , for it has been theirtheir-

way
their-

wayway for many centuries . In thethe-

past
the-

pastpast ,. too , the social structure inin-

the
in-

thethe villages was simple .

The social structure consistedconsisted-
ofof achurchchurcha , a school , a store and aa-

traditional
a-

traditionaltraditional and IRA CouncilCounci;
members . These did not require-

complicated
requirerequire-

complicatedcomplicated problems , for theythey-

were
they-

werewere put in the villages packagedpackaged-
from

packaged-
fromfrom the lower 48 states .

However , as the timetme went on and-

the
andand-

thethe native people progressedprogressed-
educationally

progressed-
educationallyeducationally , base organizationsorganizations-
were

organizations-
werewere formed for the groupgroup-
villages

group-
villagesvillages on00 the surface of Alaska .

Through thdtheth struggles andand-

efforts
and-

effortsefforts of the native leaders underunde-
rthese

unde-
rthesethese organizations , thethe-

educational
the-

educationaleducational system and livinglivin-
gstandards

livin-
gstandards.standardsstandards., in the villagesvillagesi-
mproved

villagesi-
mprovedimproved . As the years went by ,

the native leaders , having realizedrealized-

the
realized-

thethe futurefu ture situationsitua tion of the peoplepeople-

asas far as the land was concerned ,

putpu t their tireless' efforts inin-

preparation
in-

preparationpreparation of the Alaska NativeNative-
Land

Native-
LandLand Claims Settlement Act Bill ,

whicfiwhich later on was passed .,

The passage of the AlaskaAlaAlaska-

Native
kaka-

NativeNative Land Claims Settlement-
Act

SettlementSettlement-
ActAct meant one thing :: CHANGE .

In terms of theth natural law ,

changechang is inevitable ., However ,

when a change is imposed uponupon-

the
upon-

thethe people , it is difficultdi fficult for themthem-

to
them-

toto accept over-nightovernight- ..

Here , time is involved . The11\e11e11e-

change
The-

change
\

change in a canmiunityCOO1)llUnityCOO1llUnitycommunity) dependsdepends-

onon theOre people'speoples' mental abilities ,

'

strengthttengths ,,, willingness ,. andandananan-

understmding
an-

understandingofchangeunderstandingunderstmdingunderstandingofchange:, ofofchangechange itselfitsel f .

As 1I seeSCP, it today , the languagelanguugclanguugc-

barrier
language-

barrierbarrier is a problempr )blem in-mostinmostIn'mostInmost-' ruralrural-

villages
rural-

villagesvillages . MostMost Eskimos., do notnot-

speak
not-

speakspeak English in the ruralruralvillagesvillages .

It is difficult to imagine for themthem-

to
them-

toto totally understand the passagepassage-

of
passage-

ofof the Alaska NativeNalive Land ClaimsClaims-

Settlement
Claims-

SettlementSettlement Act , structures , andand-

functions

and-

functionsfunctions of corporation , bothbot-
hthe

bot-
hthethe State and LocalLocalG-
overnments

Local-
GovernmentsGovernmentsGovernments , and the useu e andand-

nanager1'len

and-

managementmanagementnanager1'lennanager1len} ' t of their lands ,.,

This doesdocs not mean they, havehave-

not
have-

notnot been informedinfonned ., ProfessionalProfessional-

people
Professional-

peoplepeople have come into the villagesvillages-

and
villages-

andand explained ofaforementionedaforementionedof aforementioned-
structures

aforementioned-
structuresstructures , functions , and theirtheir-

rights
their-

rightsrights andandresponsibilitiesresponsibilities underunder-

themthemlcm but have been very littlelittle-

understood
little-

understoodunderstood .

The reason behind this is thattl1aJ itit-

is

it-

isis difficult to totally understand-
anything

understandunderstand-
anythinganything that is originated fromfrom-

another
from-

anotheranother culture other than theirtheir-

own
their-

ownown . KnowingKI10wingKnowinganan existence ofof-

this
of-

thisthis problem , I have beenbeen-

tlJinking
been-

thinkingthinkingtlJinking forfOf aboutabQut five years howhow-

this
how-

thisthis problem could be solved .,

Having seen many filmsfms by thethe-

National
the-

NationalNational filmftIm Board of Canada ,

and knowing that Mr . TimTim-

Kennedy
Tim-

KennedyKennedy of Anchorage has beenbeen-

succes
been-

successfulsuccessfulsucces ! ful in the past with Iiishishis-

Skyriver
his-

SkySkyriverSky river Film Project patternedpatterned-
after

patterned-
afterafter the National Film Board ofof-

Canada
of-

CanadaCanada Challenge for Change , 1II-

came

I-

camecame to conclusion of both thethe-

fllm
the-

filmfilmfllm and video tape .

Because most natives arearcarc-

visually
are-

visuallyvisually inclined and thatthai bothboth-

the
both-

thethe film and video tape have-

programmed
havehave-

programmedprogrammed educational natures ,

the YUPIK FILMSFI LMS , INC.. waswas-

formed
was-

formedformed hoopingpooping to alleviate thethe-

lack
the-

lacklack of understanding due to thethe-

language
the-

languagelanguage barrier .

In doing these types of films ,

the subject matter would be done-

in
donedone-

inin relation to the native'snativesnative's-

lifestyle
native's-

lifestyle
'

'

life-stylelifestyle- .

They wouldwouldalsoalso be narrated inin-

their

in-

theirtheir nativena tive language , as well as in-

English
innn-

EnglishEnglish . Then thetne community asasasaas-

whole
aa-

wholewhole or individually can watchwatch-

the
watch-

thethe filmsflms many times as theythey-

please
they-

pleaseplease to learn . The result of thisthis-

would
,

would be a better understandingunderstanding-
ofof their organizations , their rights .:'

andresponsibiliandresponsibilitiesand responsibilitiesresponsibili ties underunder-
them

under-
themthem ,.

Having a better understanding ,

I feel strongly that the people inin-

the

in-

thethe rural villages would learnteam toto-

help
to-

helphelp make decisions ,, solvesolve-

problems
solve-

problemsproblems , and better assist theirtheir-

representatives
their-

representativesrepresentatives in doing a betterbetter-
job

better-
jobjob .

The sudden transitionaltransitionalp-
eriod's

transitionalp-
eriod'speriod'speriods' impact has made manymany-

people
many-

peoplepeople ceasecea to exercise theirtheir-

cultural
their-

culturalcultural heritageherit ge and traditionaltraditional-
ways

traditional-
waysways . ManyManyolder-olderolder- Ider people havehave-

died
have-

dieddied with many invaluableinvaluablei-
nfonnation

invaluablei-
nformationinformationinfonnation along with them ..

As I see it, the older people are s\s-

the
.

the hearthea'rt' and foundation of ourour-

culturalculturalultural heritage and traditionaltraditional-
ways

traditional-
waysways . Just as long as the olderolder-

people
older-

peoplepeople exist , our culturalcuHural heritageheritage-

and
heritage-

and
'

and traditional waysays will exist asas-

weii
as-

well
\

weiiwell . -. ; jj-

OnceOnce they diedie.outdieout
I'

.outout.., ,,,
'

our cultural jj-

heritage

'
11-

heritageheritage and traditionaltraditjonal ways will 1\1-

diedie as well . KnowingI0wing1<} that ourouriour-

cultural
i\

cultural heritage: andan4 traditionaltraditional-
ways

traditional-
waysways are ourourur identityidentityidentityasas a livingliving-

human..humanuman race , I am attempting toto-

have
to-

havehave them recorded on film forfo-
rthe

for-

tfiethetfie presentp resen t ,
aridand

,
futuree-

ducational
futurefuturee-

ducationaleducational referencerefeence{ purposespurposes . I,I-

ThisThis ,. is one of the'the' goals of thethe-

YUPIK
the-

YUPIKYUPIK FILMSFI LMSINCLMS , INC .

For ninemne months now , I havehave-

put
have-

putput all mymy timee andmd effortsfforts to thethe-

Continued

the-

contlntjed

the-

Continued(Continuedcontlntjed on PaaPaPage 6)6)



t

,
Yupik FilmsFilmsCo-

ntinued
FilmsFilmsCon-

tinued

:

(( Continued f.romfrom., Page 2)2) 1!1-

YUPK
11-

YUPIK,
,

YUPKYUPIK. FILMS ,. INC . To thisthis-

datedate, however , I have not beenbeen-
successful1

, successful in getting operationaloperational-
and' and equipment funding for it..

f\ Although the nine-monthsninemonths---
!+ period is such a .shortshort.,

time inin-

v.nich
in-

ff whichv.nichvnich. tot get discouraged,, to this '

date, my efforts have had a lot ofof-
discouraging

of-
discouragingdiscouraging results-resultsresults1.:-' 1I have feltfelt-

II like giving up manyinanymany times , butbut-
knowing

but-
j

but-

Jlatowingj: Jlatowing/knowingknowing/ owing that to slide back downdown-
is

down-

isisis too simple ofofaof'a'a tasktaslC'ItaslCI,,
' I refuserefusetbrefusetb-

give
tototo-

givegive up . I refuse to putputinymymy efforts
.,.andand.,and the moneymoney whichch I have usedused-

out'of
used-

out'ofoutout'ofoutofwastelBeCause, 'ofof' my own pocket to wastewastel: ;;
'\

Because the 'TundraTundraThndraTundraTundraTTunes"TimesTimes'TunesTunesTTunes"' isis-

widely
is-

widelywidely readread,, I am hoping thistlthis-

article
ss-

articlearticle ' will reachreareachthe:,h ),
(<
the ,

> properprOper''

organizations that might help the "'
YUPIKYUPIK FILMS ,; INC . in

'whichjowhich ,
,toto-

get'getget'

gett additionaladadditionaltional
funding1YUPIKfundingYUPIK

funding1fundirigfunding::.' !,
'

'rr*'. '

-" 'II';
"-YUPIKYUPIK--YUPIK-"';-- YU'PIKYUPIK' FILMSAlMS, INC,. "
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.
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