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EditorThe, Editor
The Claims SettlementSettlement-

TIle
Settlement-

TheTIleThe I04-year-oldI04yearold104-year-old104- -- Alaska Native land claims issue isis-

apparently
is-

apparentlyapparently on the way to being settled by the govern-governgovern-
men

govern-
ment

-

menment of our nation . Not everyone iis pleased with thethe-
measure

the-
measuremeasure as it carnecame out of the conference committee .

Not all thehe Alaska Natives are happy . And great manymany-
of

many-
ofof the general population of the state arcare not happy .

At any rate , significant history is being made , and itit-
is

it-
isis in the process of being made . TIleThe important ingre-ingreingre-
dicnt

ingre-
dients

--
dicntdients of this historic event are going to he the exemplaryexemplary-
efforts

exemplary-
effortsefforts of the Alaska Native leaderleaders under the co-Ieader-coIeaderco-leader-leadercoIeader-
ships

coleader-
ships

- -

ships of the Alaska Federation of Natives
-' PresjdentPresidentsPresidents-

EmilEmil Notti and Donald R.R . Wright.. rhethe initial leader-leaderleader-
ship

leader-
ship

-

ship fell on the shoulders of Notti and the latter partpart-
fell

part-
fellfellfellonon the shoulders of Wright in the dramatic five-fivefive-
year

five-
year

-

year effort..

The input of the Native leadeleadershiphip in the highlyhighly-
complex

highly-
complexcomplex claims issue has been of gngreatat magnitude .

This amazing involvement has been done with no littlelittle-
skill

little-
skillskill on the part of the Native leaderleaden . ThiThis pel1sspellsspells-
strength

pel1-
sstrengthstrength of dlaraL'terdlaraLtercharacter' ., wiJJwill and concern for their peoplepeople-
of

people-
ofof today and their people of tomorrow . Within a scantscant-
seven

scant-
sevenseven years ., the leaders have come forward and quicklyquickly-
entered

quickly-
enteredentered into the great and difficult problem . ThiThisThis-
alsoalso showed that they had talent to leadiead and to delvedelve-
into

delve-
intointo the complexity of the task at hand . Along withwith-
this

with-
thisthis talent was the courageous attitudes and tenacItytenacIty-
toto stay on top of the problem . The work has been ex-exex-

haustive
ex-

haustive
-

haustive and electric with emotion . It has been a thor-thorthor-
ough

thor-
ough

-

ough fight for justice as they saw itit..

The fight for equitable settlement of the claims hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen fraught with suspicions ., charges thathat Alaska NativesNatives-
have

Natives-
havehave no rights to lands and other similar accusations .

The Native leaders have had to endure these difficulties .

Individual leaders ., however ., pretty much to a man .,

have not faltered . This is a mark of courage and dedica-dedicadedica-
tion

dedica-
tion

--
tion to a cause that would mean happier status of lifelife-

among
life-

amongamong the Native people of Alaska .

Another great achievement Native leaders attainedattained-
was

attained-
waswas the selling of their cause to the nation generally .

Without this achievement ., it would have been more dif-
ficult

dif-difdif-
ficult

-

ficult to sell the Native land claims issue to the CongressCongress-
ofof the United States . In the process ., the Native peoplepeople-
of

people-
ofof Alaska gained powerful friends among senators andand-
congressmen

and-
congressmencongressmen , so much so that the passage of the claimsclaims-
bills

claims-
billsbills in the House and Senate were overwhelminglyoverwhelmingly-
heavy

overwhelmingly-
heavyheavy on the "ayeaye"" "" side of the votes . Such legislativelegislative-
actions

legislative-
actionsactions have carved out the situation we now have - thethe-
verge

the-
vergeverge of a solution to a great problem .

If the bill is approved , or when it is approved , thethe-
President

the-
PresidentPresident will ., no doubt , sign it . That moment will bebe-
the

be-
thethe beginning of a great era for the Native people ofof-
AlaskaAlaskalaska . It will not be an easy task . It will deJnanddemand all thethe-
strength

the-
strengthstrength the leadership has . It will be a job for thethe-
present

the-
presentpresent and more for the future of our Native people .

Let us recognize the task that will fall on our should-shouldshould-
ers

-

ers . It will test the strength of our leaders as well as thethe-
rest

the-
restrest of our peoplepeopleVe. \VeVeWe\ also have proven that we cancan-
handle

can-
handlehandle highly

.
complex problems , such as the AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative land .claimsclaims . We must not do less in the futurefuture-
Ve

future-
Ve

.

\VeVe\ must meet it with .confidenceconfidence. and then do more forfor-
the

for-
thethe good of our people today and those of tomorrow .


