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By Linda Lord.JenkinsLordJenkinsLord-JenkinsLordJenkinsLord.Jenkins-
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TheTIleThe way to fight and defeatdefeat-
the

defeat-
thethe problem of alcoholalcoholandand drugdrug-
abusc

drug-
abuseabuscabuse in the Native people is toto-
work

to-
workwork together , respect eacheach-
other

each-
otherother for themselvesjthemselves , and nevernever-
lose

never-
loselose sight of the strength of thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage group .

That was the message givengiven-
to

given-
toto 2S25 members of the AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative Commission on AlcoholAlcohol-
and

Alcohol-
andand Drug Abuse who gathered atat-
a

at-
aa two-daytwoday-- meeting of ANCADAANCADA-
inin Anchorage recently .

Joan Cannelos of RuralCAPRura1CAPRuralCAP-
stressed

Rura1CAP-

stressedstressed her message of villagevillage-

strength
village-

strengthstrength by a traditional Yup '.

ik story of how the man andand-
the

and-
thethe womanwoman in the moon came toto-
be

to-
bebe .

She told of a hunter who hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen away from his village forfor-
many

for-
manymany days and , upon nearingnearing-
the

nearing-
thethe village on his return , saw aa-

young
a-

youngyoung maiden walking towardtoward-
him

toward-
himhim . He asked her to become in .

timate with him but she said ,

'NoNo' , you are married . ' He in .

sisted but she ran from him andand-

away

and-

awayaway from her village .

"HeHe" chased her with his sled .

She ran so fast she became airair-airair-

borne

.-

borne and they both ended upup-
on

up-
onon the moon and I1 can see themthem-
clearly

them-
clearlyclearly to this day , him chasingchasing-
her

chasing-
herher forever .

"ThereThere" are two morals to thisthis-
story

this-
storystory . . . . one , despite whatwhat-
Art

what-
ArtArt HipplerRippler says about EskimoEskimo-
culture

Eskimo-
cultureculture , you don'tdont' mess aroundaround-
with

around-
withwith a marriemarried man . . . and two ,

if you need help , don'tdont' run awayaway-
from

away-
fromfrom your village . Run towardtoward-
itit . Our people .ueueare. there and theythe-
yw

they-
widewtwidewidegetget you help,

"" ssaidid CanCan-Can-
nelos

.-

nelos .

She spoke of how the basicallybasically-
nonconfrontative

basically-
non.confrontativenon-confrontativenonconfrontativenon.confrontativenonconfrontative-. Eskimo andand-
Native

and-
NativeNative cultures accepted the val .

ues of the Gussucks when theythey-
first

they-
firstfirst came to their land and imim-imim-

posed

-.
posed new education and relig-religrelig-

ion
relig-

ion

-

ion and language on them . ItIt-

wasn't

It-

wasn'twasn'twasnt' polite to argue about it .

she said .

"AsAs."As one Elder told me , 'wewe'we-
did

'we-
did

'

did what they told us to do butbut-
now

but-
nownow look at our children ,

""! InIn-

cases

In-

casescases where people are well adad-adad-

justed

.-

justed you find they arcare securesecure-
in

secure-
inin their Native culture ,

" saidsaid-

Cannelos

said-

CannelosCannelos .

She spoke of keeping tradi .

tionslions to remain proud of the cuIcul .

tures and remembered that whenwhen-

she

when-

sheshe returned home after years inin-

college

in-

collegecollege , she forgot to visit oneone-

couple

one-

couplecouple of relatives . "MyMy" familyfamily-
hid

family-
hidhid their faces in shame becausebecause-
wewe don'tdont' forget things like that.."

"WhenWhen" I1 found so-calledsocalled- 'savedsaved'saved-

Natives

'saved-

Natives
''

Natives ' I Jrytry to get to knowknow-
what

know-
whatwhat took them away fromfrom-

drink
from-

drinkdrink . I find people who feelfeel-

good
feel-

goodgood about themselves as NativeNative-

people
Native-

peoplepeople . If you feel good aboutabout-
your

about-
youryour self.worthselfworthself-worthselfworth.- , and have reore-rereo-

spect
re-

spect
-

spect , you areare less likely to getget-

drunk
get-

drunkdrunk and stastay drunk .
"

Cannelos said that every viIvil-vilvil-

lage

.-

lage has natural counselors toto-
whom

to-
whomwhom peoptepeople turn automaticallyautomatically-
forfor guidance. when they neededneede-
dit

needed-
ititit.. These people can still bebe-

found

be-

foundfound , despite the gradualgradual-
ch3nge

gradual-
changech3ngechange

.

in the villages now .

They also can be used to helphelp-
give

help-
givegive alcohol counseling to peoplepeople-
needing

people-
needingneeding it, she said .

Frank O0 . Williams , vice-chair-vicechairvicechair-
man

vicechair-
man

- -

man of ANCADA , also gave aa-

message

a-

messagemessage ofofrespectrespect for youngyoung-
and

young-
andand old alike to insure the feelfeel-feel-

ing

.-

ing of self.worthselfworthself-worthselfworth.- in all people .

Williams said that "WhenWhen" thethe-
younger

the-
youngeryounger people speak ofofrere-re-re-

spect
re-

spect
-

spect,, they speak of Elders , butbut-

it

but-

itit goes around too. A father , anan-

Elder

an-

ElderElder has respect .
. for childrenchildren-

too
children-

tootoo . At potlatches. there is reore-rere-

spect

-
spect . . . . you hear peoplepeople-
say

people-
saysay , 'wherewhere' are the children ? IfIf-
they

If-
theythey have true respect theythey-
jump

they-

jumpjump up and dance and shout .'. '
TI1ereThere is proudness

,
there .

It"I-
tlielieHe said that instilling selfself-

respect
self-

respectrespect in young people is notnot-
alwaysalways easy now because of thethe-
many

the-
manymany outside influences in thethe-

lives

the-

liveslives of the young .

"YouYou" talk about newspapers .

TIleyThey say we got 44 million acresacres-

and
acres-

andand $500500$ million . TI1CYThey make itit-
sound

it-
soundsound like we got that for no-nono-
thing

no-
thing

-

thing . TIleyThey don'tdont' say we gavegave-
up

gave-
upup everything . .. . . andandwhenwhenwhen-
our

when-
ourour children are growing up theythey-
hear

they-
hearhear that..

"

lieHe said that educating thethe-
young

the-
youngyoung of their rich and proudproud-
heritage

proud-
heritageheritage should extend to nonnon-non-
Natives

.-

Natives too . TIleThe others have 8080-
percent

80-
percentpercent of the voting popula-populapopula-
tion

popula-
tion

-

tion and they can pass anythinganything-
they

anything-
theythey want regardless ofofwhatwhatwhat-
we

what-
wewe say .

"ByBy" educating them , we makemake-
itit easier for our children to growgrow-

up
grow-

upup . "

The theme of unity also waswas-

presented
was-

presentedpresented by Daisy MacMae Lamont ,

executive director of ANCADA ,

who said "WeWe" cannot begin toto-
attempt

to-
attemptattempt to center our own fu-fufu-

ture
fu-

ture
--

ture unless we work together asas-
a

as-
aa total Alaska Native communcommun-commun-
Ity

-.
ity . The same intent has to bebe-
shared

bibi-
sharedshared by rural and urban Alas-AlasAlas-

kan
-.

kan Native peoples , regardless ofof-
their

of-
theirtheir location , and the samesame-
unity

same-
unityunity of action should be equal-equalequal-
ly

equal-
ly

-

ly shared .

She s31dsaid that to fight alco .

holism and drug abuse success-successsuccess-
fully

success-
fully

-

fully willwillrequirerequire the develop-developdevelop-
ment

develop-
ment

-

ment of Native leadership andand-
fighting

and-
fightingfighting the outside manipula .

tion of persons who would pro-pro-

fit from any discord betweenbetween-
rural

between-
ruralrural and urban Alaskan NativeNative-

people
Native-

peoplepeople .
"

PolleePolice Chief TornToni BunnellBunnell-

of
Bunnell-

ofof Bethel told the group thatthat-
his

that-
hishis city has a drug dog to sniffsniff-
incoming

sniff-
incomingincoming packages but thethe-
courts

the-
courtscourts have radically limited thethe-
police

the-
policepolice ability to use that dogdugdog-
because

dug-
becausebecause that would infringe onon-
the

on-
thethe rights of privacy of the own-ownown-
er

own-
er

-

er of packages .

Helie said that since the repealrepeal-

of
repeal-

ofof the state'sstates' public drunkennessdrunkenness-
lawlaw , homicide has gone from oneone-
in

one-
inin 1981 to two in 19H21982 and fivefive-

in

five-

inin 1983 .

"EveryEvery" horniddchomicide I have inves-invesinves-

tigated
inve .-

tigatcdtigated has heenbeen alcoholalcoholoror drug-
related

drug-drugdrug-
related

-

related .
" lie said that he hashas-

tried
has-

triedtried to get Bethel to pass a pub-pubpub-
lic

pub-
lic

-

lic drunkenness law and addedadded-
that

added-
thatthat "IfIf"Ifwe" we had had that powerpower-
we

power-
wewe could have saved some lives . "

Sexual assault has increased
1711 percent In the last two yearsyears-

and

years-

andand mostmust were related to al-alal-

cohol
al .-

cohol.,

. .-ANCADA
A-
NCADA. ANCADA IS an Anchorage-AnchorageAnchorage-

based

Anchorage-
based

-

basedbasedorganlatlOl1basedurganvationorganl/atlOl1organlatlOl1urganvation/ with memomemmemo-

bers

mem-
bersbers from eacheachufeachofufof the 12I2 NativeNative-
regions

Native-
regionsregions . ANCADA advmatesadvocates: forfor-
alcohol

for-
alcoholalcoholalcoholandand drug treatmenttreatment-
funding

treatment-
fundingfunding and reseanhresearch; .


