
Legislators disagree with federal spending
Dear !EditorJditor :

It isn'tisnt' righttight to take food from thethe-

mouths
the-

mouthsmouths of babes . But that'sthats' how CongressCongress-

isis slicing the fefederaleral bJdgbudget! t pie . The por-

tions
por-

tions
porpor-¬-

tions for children'schildrenschildren'schildrens' ''progrprogrprogramsprogramsns'gfOWgrow smsmallersmaller-

and

llerller-

andand smaller and the Pentagon , keeps get-

ting
get-

ting
getget-¬-

ting extra helpings , even though the ColdCold-

War

Cold-

WarWar has long been over .

The average Alaskan family willwillwillpay' pay
$$1,7001700, in federal income taxes this yearyear-

to
year-

toto support the Pentagon , but little moremore-

than
more-

thanthan $$5555 'for'for elementary education and
$$145145 for AFDC , W1CWIC , Head Start , childchild-

care

child-

carecare , and summer youth employmentemployment-
programs

employment-
programsprograms combined .

As state legislators andandmembersmembers of thethe-

national

the-

nationalnational Women legislator'slegislators''' Lobby , we askask-

you

ask-

youyou and our Congressional delegation toto-

take
to-

taketake a hard look at the way our federal

government spends our tax dollars .

We don'tdont' believebeliev that disproportionatedisproportionate-

Investments
disproportionate-

Investmentsinvestments in military spending willwill-

make

will-

makemake us more secure ; nor do we believebelieve-

'th
believe-

'that''thth'thatthat'thatthat(' spendlng'lspendlnglspendingspendmg"lessdnspendmglessdn"'lessadnss1ss1n* n '.'-children
c-

hildren.thildrenthildren'childrenchildren will balbal-

ance

bal-

ance
bal-bal¬-

ance the federal budget by thee year 2002 .

What we do believe Is that spending lessless-

on

less-

onon children will cost more oxonoi\oioitaX\.
taXtax dollarsdollars-

and

dollars-

andand lives here in Alaska ., OneOne in nine Alas-

kan
Alas-

kan
AlasAlas-¬-

kan children grows up in pqveitypovertyppverty . OneOne-

in

One-

inin six children had no prenatal Care .

Thirty-sevenThirtyseven- percent lack immunizations .

Seventy percent of Head Start eligibleeligible-

children
eligible-

childrenchildren are turned away due to lack ofof-

funds

of-

fundsfunds .

Still , when Congress slices the federalfederal-

budget

federal-

budgetbudget pie , weapons get a bigger piece
.

than hungry children . Despite the fact thatthat-

doo..--doodoo. 88.M--.M.M... &.



Legislators disagreedisagree-
withwith federal spendingspendingd-

am_.dam.. 22-

only
.

only half the required tests on the B-2B2B2-

"stealth

B2-

"stealth

-

""stealthstealth " bomber have been done , reportsreports-

indicate

reports-

indicateindicate that it can'tcant' tell a rain cloud fromfrom-

aa mountainside . Even the Secretaries ofof-

Defense

of-

DefenseDefense and Air Force say ifit'sits''s too expen-

sive

expen-

sive

expenexpen-¬-

sive ., Yet Congress voted earlier this yearyear-

to

year-

toto build 20 Additionaldditional B-2'sB2's2s- ' at a cost of
$$$4444 billionbI/ltonbIlton/ dollars ; Alaska'sAlaskas' contributioncontribution-

toto the B-2B2- program will bbebe $$8888 million inin-

federal

in-

federalfederal tax dollars . That'sThats' enough moneymoney-

toto send 750 young children to Head StartStart,,

feed 5,4005400, babies and toddlers throughthrough-

the

through-

thethe W1CWIC program ,, and provide summersummerJ-

Obs

summer-

jobsjobs for 1,9001900, teenagers - every year forfor-

the

for-

thethe next 10 years !

If we want long-termlongterm- security , eco-

nomic

ecoeco-eco-

nomic
-¬-

nomic stability , and a bright future wewe-

should

we-

shouldshould be investing not in post-ColdpostCold- WarWar-

military

War-

militarymilitary expenditures but in our children .

. We urge you to join us in sending thisthis-

message

this-

messagemessage to our Congressional leaders .
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Women
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