
EklEldEklutnattharl residentsresidsid nts ', NBAN BA, ntsopposeNBAopposeo pose proposal
, , - , , . , ,

.

,

"

'by'bybyJonlWhtaiorldlow Wbwwtmorqwwtmor-

qResidents

ImO
?

-

ResidResidentsntS ofof EklutnaEkJutna , a, DenaDena'inaDenainaDena'inaDenaina
' villagevillage-

near
village-

nearnear AnchAnchorageAnchorageAnchragerage , hhaveye orgorganizedorganizedorganizedrecentlynlnleded recrecentlyrec1t1yrecently-

to
\1t1y-

to
\1t1y1t1y

to bring attentlattentionattentionattentiontoattentionton'tonto-'-toto a proposalproposaJ by thethe-

National

the-

NationalNational Bank of Alaska to mine granitegranite-

from
granite-

fromfrom the EklEklutnaEklutnatna hillshiUs .

Approximately 15 to 20 people pick-

eted
pick-

eted
pickpick-¬-

,
eted the NBA shareholders meeting Match

19, according to organizers ., The residentsfSidents( ,

workingworkingwith--withwithwithneighborhoodneighborhood groups andand-

the

and-

thethe Alaskalaska Center for the EnvironmentEnvironment-

ACE

Environment-

ACE(ACE) , are calling for a boycott of NBANBA-

to

NBA-

toto begin April 55-

Eklutna

5-5-. .
EklutnaEkJutna , or Jd'Louyt'nuJdLouytnuId'Louyt'nuIdLouytnuld'Louyt'nuldLouytnu'' ' in the Dena'inaDenainaDena'in-

alang
Dena'ina-

language

'

langlanguagelangageage , means ""twotwo hills on the river . "

""OurOur intentions are tto stop NBA fromfrom-

blast
from-

blastingblastblastingg its way intoJoto EklutnaEklutna'PEklutnaPEklutna'Psaid,'* said AnnaAnna-

Curtis

Anna-

CurtisCurtis , a spokesperson for the residents .,

"."WeWe.We feel it is moraJly-

and
morally-

and
morallymoraJly

and ethically wrong forfor-

aa big business to do thisthis-

to

""IfIf"IfyOIfyO"IfyOt-
o

YOiYOi-
to

you
to such a small village .!'"" their sesei,

,.. In February , NBANBA-

received

NBA-

received
'

received approvalapprovalwithwith-

a

with
a six to two vote fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe local plannplanningg andand-

zoning
andAlaskAlaskz-

oning
AlaskaAlaskAlaskz-

oningzoning commission for-

a

for
a conditionalconditionaluseuse per-

mit
per-

mit
per-

mit
per-per-- . .- -

__mit to mine granitegrattltegranite-
from

'
from the hills ., NBA-

pr

NBA-

project
NBA

prprojectject consultant Jim Kubitz acknowl-

edged

acknowl-

edged
acknowlacknowl-¬-

edged that the bank is frustrated with thethe-

situation

the-

situationsituation .,
""AllAll"AUAU ofofaa sudden 22 acres isis-

going

is-

goinggoing to be the endendofof their culture ,
" hehe-

said

he-

saidsaid . "- .

According to Kubitz , NBA had previ-

99sly
prev-

i9sly
previ-

pusly
previ-previ-

pusly9-sly9sly99sly!-, soughtsoug1n P.putt ,spncen,#Ql1Cncejrng} ,. ofgfpf,jthjeletite
,
.vv.village-

and
village! ee-

andand had agreed to 2222 differentdifferent conditionsconditions-

In

conditions

_ in the permitperrot! , including hours of opera-

don
opera-

tion
operaopera-¬--,

tiondon
,

. Half the residents , he claimed , hadhad-

signed

had-

signedsigned on to the proposal after the con-

cerns
con-

cerns
concon-¬-

cerns had been addressed .

""DebateDebate is controversy ,
" Kubitz added .

""WeWe haven'thavent' been able to shift the discus-

sion

discus-

sion
discusdiscus-¬-

sion .
"

NBA'sNBAs'' originaloriginalrequestrequest for a conditionalconditional-

useuse permit was denied by the planningplanning-

and
planning-

andand zoning commission in November
1995 . In February , the Commission reconrecon-¬-

" I' , " '

sidered ititsItsdecon
"
$ .,.decisiondecision and reopened

,
thethe-

p
the-

rrppyblictbiC!!ic hhearingheatingheating-
Botl

:rlr.SrlrS. prprcvcSa': ..

BotBotlBotfj EklEklutnaEklbtriatria residents and MalcomMalcom-

Iiorbes

Malcom-

PorbesForbesPorbesIiorbes , assoassociateassociateiate director for the Alaska-

Center

Alaska-

Center
Alaska

Center fortor the Environment , agreed that-

the
that-

the
that

the hhillsls for which Eklutna is named have-

a

have
a value that extends beyondbeyond the :Eommer-
cia

commer-

cial
commerEommer-Eommercommer-¬-

ciacial!.. The hills are historically significantsignificant-

inin that theytheywerewere lookout sites for the-

community
the-

community
the

community .
""TheThe hillshiJIs have great cult1Jra-

land
culturalcult1Jralcultural-

and

,
andandspiritualspiritual value to the residents ,

" said-

Forbes
said-

Forbes
said

Forbes .
""IfIf you take the hills away , their-

sense
their-

sense
their

sense of place is violated .
"

Forbes added that ACE had received-

calls

received-

calls
received

calls for help from Eklutna residents .,
""It-

is

"It-

is

"ItIt
is not typical of the environmental issuesissues-

We

issues-

wewe address , but more of an issue ofofenenen-

vironmental
en-

vironmental
en-en¬-

vironmental justice ,
" he said .,

Kubitz feels NBA'sNBAsBA'sBAs' intentions havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen misinterpreted , that the bank is not

""IfIf"IfyOIfyOYOiyou
their sesei,

andAlaskAlaskaAlask. .- -

take the hills away ,
sense ofplace is violatedviolated-

Malcolm

violated-

Malcolm

, "

-.-MalcolmMalcolm.Malcolm ForbesForbes-
Alaska

Forbes-
Alaska Center for the Environment. .-

interested in blasting '''atat'stst all , but ratherrather-

cutting

rather-

cuttingcutting the granite into slabs ., He said NBANBA-

is

NBA-

isis not motivated by profits to grind thethe-

granite

the-

granitegranite into road material , but wants toto-

see
to-

seesee if there is architectural grade granitegranite-

toto be cut for building fascia . NBA is stillstil-

lresearching
\

rresearchingrc !!.1.gc.p'g1gc.pg1gcpg.'potential
,npaJ, ,

f11armarketsmarkets
, ,

ets fpr
,
thethe-

stone

the-

stonestone andand has fountifoundfoundsomesome interest in thethe-

supply

the-

supplysupplysupplyofof varying colorations of dimen-

sional
dimen-

sional
dimendimen-¬-

sional granite .

Residents claimdaim geologists they'vetheyve' con-

sulted
con-

sulted
concon-¬-

sultedsultedsaysay that there is nothing more thanthan-

riprock
than-

riprockrip-rockriprock- at the site , and that they are con-

cerned
con-

cerned
concon-¬-

cerned about the effect of increased traf-

fic

traf-

fic
traftraf-¬-

fic and noise on the community , its build-

ings

build-

ings

buildbuild-¬-

ings , and tourist attractions ., The residents ,

however , are willing to compromise acac-

cording
ac-

cording
ac-ac¬-

cording to Curtis , as they recognize ""busi-

ness
"busi-

ness
"busibusi"busi-¬-

ness must do business .,
"

A meeting was held recently hetwhf'twthftwthetweeqhetweeq-

Edward
' ?:'er

Edward Rasmuson , chairman of }N3A's-

Board
NBA'sNBAsN3A'sN3AsOA'sOAsOA's-

Board

'

Board of Directors and Eklutna VillageVillage-

Chief
Village-

ChiefChief Lee Stephan to consider possiblepossible-

compromises
possible-

compromisescompromises , but NBA is still waiting for1fotforfor-

more
'

more specifics on any kindkindofof a land trade ,

according to Kubitz . He made clear thatthat-

the
that-

thethe bank would be willing to talk againagain-

with
again-

withwith Eklutna representatives on aa-

moment's
a-

moment'smoment'smoments' notice . NBA plans to continue

to so!!!cwv useuc:; of tthtuciichl landiandiandatlandatat no charge .

Kubitz clarified thatthat NBA willwillcontinuecontinuecontinue-

with
continue-

withwith the appeal prprocesscess , to be sure of thethe-

nature
the-

naturenature of thetRe legallegalconcernsconcerns raised byby-

residents
by-

residentsresidents . Residents cbncernsconcernscbncems were to bebe-

filed
be-

filedfiledfiledwithwith planning and zoning by 5:005005:00-

p.m
5:00-

p.m
:

p.mpm. ., Thursday , March 28 ., The bankbankwillwillwill-

have
will-

havehave 15 days to respond during this stagestage-
of

stage-
ofof the appeal..


