
Opens Telephone Campaign for HardHardofof Hearing
By NORMA BOWKETTBOWKETT-

FAIRBANKS

BOWKETT-

FAIRBANKSFAIRBANKS - Mrs . LauraLaura-

Bergt
Laura-

BergtBergt of FairbanksFaubanks has opened aa-

telephone
a-

telephonetelephone campaign urgingurgmg pubpub-pub-

he
pub-

lic

¬-

liche support of two bills inm thethe-

state
the-

statestate legislature which wouldwould-

provide
would-

provideprovide for in-stateinstate- care for deafdeaf-

children
deaf-

childrenchildren .

Mrs . Bergt says she has beenbeen-

mformed
been-

informedinformedmformed that both bills - HouseHouse-

Bill
House-

BillBill 706 and Senate Bill 340 -
have a good chance of passing ifif-

enough

if-

enoughenough individuals who wish toto-

have
to-

havehave handicapped children eduedu-edu-

cated
edu-

cated
¬-

cated within the state make theirtheir-

wishes
their-

wisheswishes known inIII Juneau .

Deaf children now are forcedforced-
to'toto'. to go out of the state for theirtheir-

education
their-

educationeducation because of a lacklackofofof-

adequate
of-

adequateadequate facilities needed for

theirtheu education ..

DuringDunng the past year Mrs .

Bergt has been campaigningcampalgnmg forfor-

mstate
for-

instatein-stateinstatem-statem- educational facilitiesfacllll1es forfor-

the. the handicapped child .

She andandotherother parents ofof-

handicapped
of-

handicappedhandicapped children have sent aa-

wIre

a-

wirewire to John Antonen , SpecialSpecIal-

EducatIon
Special-

EducationEducation Consultant with thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of Education inin-

Juneau
in-

JuneauJuneau , asking that state officialsofficials-
visit

officials-
visitvisit the Fairbanks school districtdIstrict-
classes

district-
classesclasses for the deaf and hard ofof-

hearing
of-

hearinghearing because the parents

"stronglystrongly" feel that this alreadyalready-

Continued

already-

Continued

already-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)



TelephoneTeleponeTelep one Campaign . .
, ( ContinuedContmued from pawpage 1)1),

establishedestablishedclassclassc1as $ 1sh'shouldshould'shouldIl< bebe-

strengthenedstrengthened to facilitate thethe-

educatiQnal
the-

educationaleducationaleducatiQnal , emotional and fifi-fifi-

nancial

fi-

nancial
¬-

nancial needsnee ls<; of children andand-

parents
and-

parentsparents of InteriorInte or and NorthernNorthern-
Alaska

Northern-
AlaskaAlaska ,. . . "

ExistingExistmg facilitiesfaclhties in FairbanksFairbanks-
for

Fairbanks-
forfor the deaf'deaf' and hard of hearinghearmghearmg-
child

hearing-
childchild are good , Mrs . BergtBergs says ,

and could be expanded to serveserve-

the
serve-

thethe needs of childrenchJldren in sursur-sur-

rounding
¬.-

roundingroundmg areaareas? .

In keeping with the recomrecom-recom-

mendations
¬.-

mendations of the State TaskTask-

Force
Task-

ForceForce on Education , Mrs . BergtBergt-

favors
Bergt-

favorsfavors regional schools for thethe-

handIcapped
the-

handicappedhandicapped child :: one in111 FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks

¬-

banks , one in111 Anchorage , andand-

one
and-

oneone in Bethel , sincesmce so manymany-

chtldren
many-

childrenchildrenchtldren from villages near BethBeth-Beth-

el

¬.-

el suffer hard of hearing causedcaused-

by

caused-

byby otitis media , an ear infection .

Under the provisions ofof-

House
of-

houseHouse Bill 706 , funds would bebe-

appropriated
be-

appropriatedappropriated from the generalgeneral-

fund
general-

fundfund to be used by the DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

¬.-

ment of Education for "concon"cancan"con-"con-
tracting

" ¬.-

tractingtraoting for centralizedcentralizedservicesservicesservices-

for
services-

forfor the profoundly deaf for thethe-

fiscal
the-

fiscalfiscal year ending June 30 , 1973 ,

to take effect on July 1I , 1972 .

Mrs . Bergt would likehke to seesee-

some
see-

somesome of these funds used toto-

strengthen
to-

strengthenstrengthen the classes for thethe-

deaf
the-

deafdeaf and hard of hearinghearmg heldheld-

in

held-

inin Fairbanks .,

Many families inm InteriorIntenor andand-

Northern
and-

NorthernNorthern Alaska have relativesrelatives-
here

relatives-
herehere inm Fairbanks , she says , andand-

it
and-

itit would be better for thosethose-

families
those-

familiesfamilies if their children couldcould-

attend
could-

attendattend classes here .

OriginallyOnginally , the amount to bebe-

appropriated
be-

appropriatedappropriated under Housenouse Bill
706 was $365,040365040$ , , but , accordaccord-accord-
ing

accord-
ing

¬-

ing to Jim Wolfe , head of thethe-

legislative
the-

legislativelegislative office in Fairbanks ,

the amount wasw raisedyaised by thethe-

House
the-

HouseHouse Finance Committee andand-

the
and-

thethe bill was passed by the lowerlower-

chamber
lower-

chamberchamber and is now in thethe-

sena
the-

senatesenatesena te .

Senate Bill 340 , he said , hashas-

cleared
has-

clearedcleared the senate and is in thethe-

house
the-

househouse .

Under the provisions of thisthis-

bill
this-

billbill , school districtsdistncts which couldcould-

not
could-

notnot provide special educationeducation-
for

education-
forfor children would pay per pupilpupil-
costs

pupil-
costscosts for students transferred toto-

school
to-

schoolschool districts whic'iwhiciwhiclwhich' ! could propro-pro-

vIde
pro-

vide
¬-

vide special education for them .

The state would provide fundsfunds-

for
funds-

forfor necessary care , transportatransporta-transporta-
tion

transporta-
tion

¬-

tion , instructionmstruction and room andand-

board
and-

boardboard .

At the present time , Mrs .

Bergt says , deafdeafchildrenchildren fromfrom-

Alaska
from-

AlaskaAlaska are sent to schools inin-

Utah
in-

UtahUtah and Canada for their eduedu-edu-

cation
edu-

cation
¬-

cation . In some cases , she says ,
parents have refused to let theirtheir-

children
their-

childrenchildren go out ofofstatestate becausebecause-
they

because-
theythey diddidnotnot want theirthm childrenchildren-
uprooted

children-
uprooteduprooted from their homes . .

Her own daughter Karen isis-

hard
is-

hardhard of hearingheanng , she says , andand-

has
and-

hashas had to go outside to schoolschool-

twice
school-

twicetwice because the Fairbanks disdls-dlsdis-dls-

tnct
dis-

trict
¬-

tricttnct did not then have classesclasses-

for
classes-

forfor the deafdeafandand hard of hearing .

Now Karen attends school inin-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks .

"TheThe" teachers are up toto-

date
to-

datedate ,,"" Mrs . Bergt says , "andand" areare-

constantly
are-

constantlyconstantly researching and keepkeep-¬-

.

ingmg up to date on the educationeducatl'JneducatlJneducation-
of

'

of the deafdeafandand hard of hearing ..""
Earlier this year , citing stasta-stasta-

tistics
sta-

tistics

¬-

tistics provided by the Bureau ofof-

Indian
of-

IndianIndian Affairs and the StateState-

Department
State-

DepartmentDepartment of Education , Mrs .

BergtBergs wrote a letter to membersmembers-
ofof the Alaska State LegislatureLegislature-
urgmg

Legislature-

urgingurgingurgmg them to act this year toto-

eSlabltsh
to-

establishestablisheSlabltsh at least one state schoolschool-

for
school-

forfor the handicapped .

Hertier letter , she was told byby-

legislators
by-

legislatorslegislators , sparked their interest1I1terestinterest-
inin111 the problem . As a result , thethe-

House
the-

HouseHouse Healthllealth , Welfare findtinddnd EdEd-EdEd-

ucation

¬.-

ucationucatlon Committee conducted aa-

publIc

a-

publicpublic hearingheanng on the educationeducatIOn-
ofof the deaf , hard of hearingheanng andand-

bhnd
and-

blindblindbhnd , and , at a later timelime , HouseHouse-

Bill

House-

BillBill 706 and Senate Bill 340340-

were
340-

werewere drafted .

Passage of these bills , Mrs .

Bergt says , "wouldwould" essentiallyessentially-
strengthe.n

essentially-
strengthenstrengthenstrengthe.n. programs inm the state ,

both in Anchorage and FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks

¬-

banks right now . . . BothBoth-

dIstricts
Both-

districtsdistricts have an opportunityopportumty "toto"to-
expand

"to-
expand

"
expand their facilities to taketake-

care
take-

carecare of theirthm particular regions .
"


