
RCA BushBmh PhonePhone-

ProbeProbe ContinuesContinuesT-

heThe Alaska Public UtilitiesUtihtiesUtihties-
CommissIOn

Utilities-
CommissionCommission convened a publicpublic-
hearing

public-
hearinghearing concerning the mannermannerf-

fi
manner-

ininffi which RCA Com . , Inc . hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen implementing its bushbum teletele-tele-

phone
tele-

phone

¬-

phone program for 142 AlaskanAlaskan-
vIllages

Alaskan-
villagesvillages .

This hearing is part ofofananan-

mvestigation
an-

investigationinvestigationmvestigation which the ComCom-Com-

mission

Com-

mission

¬-

mission instituted after reviewingrevIewing-

aa report submitted by RCARCA-

which
RCA-

whichwhich indicated that cost projecprojec-projec-
tions

projec-
tions

¬-

tions for the program had escalaescala-escala-

ted
escala-

ted

¬-

ted from 4.545. million to 8.5858.5-

million
8.5-

million
.

million dollars .

After openingopeningstatementsstatements ,

Commissioner John M . Stern ,,

tContinued( Continued on Page 8)8)

"



Bush Phones . . .

( Continued from page 1)11)-

Jr
1)-

Jr
] )

Jrlr.. ,. informedmformed RCA Alaska thatthat-

the
that-

thethe outcome ol01of these proceedproceed-proceed-
ings

¬.-

ingslOgs could be the cancellation ofof-

RCA's
of-

RCA'sRCA'sRCAs' authorityauthonty to provide thisthIss-

eTVIce

this-

serviceserviceseTVIce and to alternately grantgrant-

3uthorlty
grant-

authorityauthority3uthorlty to serve3erve rural AlaskanAlaskan-
commufilties

Alaskan-
communitiescommunitiescommufilties to aJ local carriercarrier-

oror a special long lines carriercarner..

Chairman Stern also instructmstruct-mstructinstruct-mstruct-
ed

instruct-
ed

¬-

ed the representative ofdf the U.SUS. .

AirAlT Force to informmform his superiorssuperiors-
that

superiors-
thatthat they are requested to parpar-par-

ttcipate
par-

ticipate

¬-

ticipatettcipate voluntarily or , if necesneces-neces-

sary

¬.-

sary , the Commission willwtll subsub-sub-

poena

¬.-

poena the AirAlT Force .

Further , the Commission staffstaff-

has
staff-

hashas also been requested to prepre-pre-

pare

¬.-

pare a case in111 this matter or toto-

take
to-

taketake a position , and to obtainobtal , ifif-

necessary
if-

necessarynecessary , additional expert adad-adad-

vIce

ad-

vice

¬-

vice and to retainretam counsel toto-

represent
to-

representrepresent it in1 this proceeding .

The public interestmterest is beingbeing-

represented
being-

representedrepresented by the AttorneyAttorney-
General's

Attorney-
General'sGeneral'sGenerals'' office and Dr.. Edgar C .

Heyden , Gov . Egan'sEgans' telecom-telecomtelecom-
mumcatibn

telecom-
mumcatidn

-.

mumcatibnmumcatidnmUOlcatl n advisor .

The hearingnearing hahas; been contincontin-contin-
ued

contin-
ued

¬-

ued untilunlll 9:30930: a.mam. . , Monday ,

May 8 , in order that RCA andand-

other
and-

otherother participants may compilecompile-
the

compile-
thethe informationmformatlon which the ComCom-Com-

miSSion

Com-

mission

¬-

mission has requested .

RCA preferred not to make aa-

statement
a-

statementstatement while the ,- hearingsheanngsheanngs-
were

hearings-
werewere in progress , but Louis Cus-CusCus-

trim

Cust-

TIOl

Cus-

trini

-

trimtTIOltrini of RCA did say that RCARCAISisI-
S"very

is-

"very"veryvery" optimistic about the rere-rere-

sults
re-

sults

¬-

sults of the hearing "
.

As to whether RCA plannedplanned-
toto make any suggestions forfor-

developing
for-

developingdeveloping new technology toto-

deal
to-

dealdeal with the problem , or toto-

make
to-

makemake any additions to theirthelT syssys-sys-

tem
sys-

tem
¬-

tem as planned , Mr.. Custrini said :

"WhenWhen" you'reyoure' talkingtalkmg about adad-adad-

ditions
ad-

ditions
¬-

ditions , you'reyoure' talking aboutabout-
more

about-
moremore costs , aren'tarent' you ? "

"We'reWere" '' hopeful that the wisWIS-WI-

Sdom

wis-

dom

¬-

dom of RCA'sRCAs' originalonginal programprogram-
will

program-
willwill be proved . We'reWere' presentingpresenting-
aa plan that we thinkthmkthmkISthinkisis technicaltechfllcal-techfllcaltechnical-techfllcal-
Iy

technical-
ly

¬-

lyIy feasible and economicallyeconomically-
feasible

economically-
feasiblefeasible .

"
MrMr.. CustriniCuStTlfllCustnni went on to outout-out-

hne
out-

line

¬-

linehne RCA'sRCAs' plans for immediateImmedIate-
hookup

immediate-
hookuphookup of four more villages onon-

the
on-

thethe system , and was .,
generallygenerally-

very
generally-

veryvery optimisticopllmlstlc about RCA'sRCAsRCA's-

progress
RCA's-

progress

'

progress .


