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part of a body of people who
share a vision for a better

tomorrow. It may take well
beyond my lifetime for this
vision o be realized and I ac-
cept that. We need one another,
for together we can do what we
cannot do alone.

What is the common ground

ha hus brough us ogeter
ant business to

discuss. It involves our chil-
in'm
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dren, hwmm olved in

line of work for nine years,
this time, ve

awnare, and [ have realiz
is an urgency about the issue
of where and with whom
There are many issues tied to
this matter of placement of
Native children. There is,the
issue of federal law. We deal
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have
learned, I have become more
there
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munity's value system for
chlidren who are adopled, more
likely than not the child is
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» face up 10 the risks
on the well being of Native
children when they are placed
in non-Native homes, The
literatare which describes the

until they were 18 often
developed good relationships in
the foster setting. Then at age
18, when foster care was
terminated, the adolescent
found, to the world, he was
still an Indian discriminated

o his
Many of

againgt in em i and
higher education. - Unfortu-
attempis then (0 retum
 these adol i
an understanding of their
Native language and had no
memory or comprehension of

~ Native history, cultore and

customs. They become
strangers among their own
people. The adolescent could
not make it elther among his
people as as an anglicized
Indian, nor could he make it as
an Indian in the white world
where he had no family
supports and nothing to hang
on (o or nO one to return (0.
Further, adolescent crime, drug
abuse, suicide and alcoholism
were found to be even more
pervasive for the Indian child
brought up in white foster
homes.' _

This clinical psychologist
went on to say, "Our Native
American mental bealth
colleagues nsked us 1o reeducale

judges and courts w0 become
aware of the long tenm effects

~on the Native adolescent of

Judges must leam to recognize
the loss of ties with their tribal
customs and culture leaves
these children without an
identity and can result in an
adult life of estrangement from
both worlds."

I would like to share a letter
from a Native woman, who
with her brother, was removed
from her mother as an infant:

When | became a teenager and the
peer pressure and social
mingling was foremost, my
difficult times began. Prior to
thiz time, I had my brother and
we often had private counsel
which gave me sirenih to endure.
( When | became o teenager,
however) emotionally I was on
my own. It was the most awkward
time in my life, trying to fit in
with an assori-meni of females
while trying 1o identify with and

Continued on page 6
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Editor's note; Mary Miller, is

director of tribal affais
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