Opinion: _
Child should be with tribe

grandparents. The tribe con- the people. In essence, he spit

By Paul Swetzof sulted and tried o work with  in the collective cultural faces
For the Tundra Times the State. of Native people. The State
Thanks to Judge Cordle, Troopers were ordered to get

Nothing confirms everything went wrong. He the boy out of the village to
maximum Native :m issued an order the boyfriend of remove the child by force if
the child's mother be granted necessary. The only shred of

o . T

wishes of the child, The spirit,
and probably the letter, of the
Indian Child Welfare 'Act
(ICWA) was ignored by the
conrt. -

‘This is one of those instances
whien overything should have
mmnﬂﬁihmm




o Welive in a new day

Continved frompages

connection to or background on.

When | siarted into my high
school years, my brother entered
parenthood and because he was
still considered a minor he had to
get parental consent to marry, I
was al this time, the Riverside
County court system allowed my
brother to go 1o our mother (who
lived only 25 miles away) for her
consenl, | was 22 years old
before | was ever told of this 15-
minute visis. | withered when my
brother told me he had hugged
our mother and although he and
our mother had lirtle to say, It
was enough to sustain him for
the rest of kis life. My mom died
fwo years after my brother's
visit, I never saw her.

With hindsight there was light at
the end of that tunmel | was
rraveling through. Unbe-
knownst 1o me, [ had an older
sister and a brother older than all
of ws. Through owur Cahuilla
nerworking system, my sister

heard of my brother's visit with

our mother and with, her

diligence, she arranged
through the County of Riy
My Caluilla life began again 15
years after it had abruptly ended.

The emotional | and
psychological pain of my
childhood experience cannot be
imagined. Siruations like mine
were  why  agencles like
the ICWA were implemented. Had
there been an agency concerned
with and knowledgeable of the
needs of the Indian population,
my brother and | would still
speak our language, would have

a visit

time te enjoy the company and

guidance of Elder relatives we are
mow burying and 1 would have
been able 1o hold my head high
with self-assurance, as my

daughter does today.

There is an absolute need for the
Judicial system to support and
uphold the ICWA 1o prevent
atroclous sitwations like mine

’ i N -I- 'l FI
LR | i
M T R
B AT e RN '-i{ﬂ'i";.?'!_-'. -~
K i . I.:ﬁllil':l I]l‘l.bﬂ . ‘
| de g By W w4 -

<] powerless !I
b o ,-I,_.t;p.-l-,-.; N i
i |

oy S j‘- N

T RDteat R, Manss ) e, L e
o ‘when [hey lose contac
e ey
179 b \il‘ .:. ﬁl,'-",'f{i..tf;',ﬂ;'p-'rﬂl| "ﬂt"ﬁ .
ottt .o g A

o

i . ”
o “l '.. '_ !ih,.l
ji I v i 1
heq) R ey T

- Ii 'i'. '
" I

venting entirely. Native
children placed in non-Native
homes ofien feel rootless. In
adolescence or w _

i o Bl oo
may find they are either Native
or non-Native. These rootless
feclings often led to acute
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