THE LONG SUFFERING

EPILOGUE: Rebuiling a Kaﬂk Spirit

By Apanguluk Charlie Kairsiuak

Apanugpak sat coss-legged,
tears mixed with blood
drippping on his trembling
hands firom where his cyes once
use to be. He was not crying
because he was scared or in
pain. He was not crying over
the loss of his eyes because he
could see without them. He
was crying because he realized
his people did not want 10 hear
or see the truth, His eyes,
taken out by his own people
and buried, were in reality,
their own eyes. He was forcing
them (0 see 00 much of the
truth and they could not handle
it.

Apanugpak, the greatost and
most powerful Yup'ik
Angalgok-Warrior who ever
lived, started thinking about
how it all began, Where he was
horn, how he was born, the
things he was taught and what
he bad to learn. He thought
about his initiations into the
various stages of his life and
the work he was borm to. He
thought about the visions he
had. He thought about the
visions which led him to take a
long joumey south, bringing
him to the Old Woman, who
was so ancient her eyes had
melted into her face, yet she

could still see ¢ +who
was 50 old | ahmhﬁ

cars yet could hear everything.
He thought about returning
from that vision guest and

seeing his family after two late
summers ad one spring ago.
Apanugpak thought about the

prophecies given 10 him by the

Old Woman and the great
burden they were to him
because he saw how his people
were going to live through
cach one of them, He saw how
his people were going to sufffer
like none of his people ever
suffered before. He saw the
numerous deaths that were
going to come, that his people
were going to live a Great Lie
and were destined to deny their
own children who they really
are. He knew it was going to
take & tremendous effort 10 get
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the sea moving and calling t0
him, As soon as'he got up, his
wife got up, 1o, went outside

saw his
He ran
bearded

with bim , faced where the sun

rises and said a prayer thanking
Ellam Yua, Person of the
Universe for this gift of this
new day, gave of themselves o
him and asked for guidance and
protection. As soon as they
went back in his wife prepared
tundra tea and made sure all his
clothing snd food were adequate
for her husband's jouney.

He had been paddling along a
string of ice foes when he saw
a ripple only a bearded seal can
make. He immediately started
talking to his relation as not (o
frighten it. As soon as she
came around the ice floe he
knew this was the one. The
greal seal swam over, stopped
and stared knowingly at him.
She tumed her head and ex-
posed her neck so the strike
would be a lethal one.

After be got the bearded seal

00 10p o the ice floe, hesaida by

priyer afking ner (o

him and explained he and his
people needed her for their
nourishment and strength.
Then he dug in the middie of
the ice floe and got fresh water
which he gave her, to ensure &
good jonmey into the spirit
worldsAfter he got home they
had a village feast since this
was the first bearded seal of the

spring.
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of the human spiritual,
physical, mental and/or emo-
tional m occurs, Then the
affliction, depending on its
wmllar. will M imlf w
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a catalyst for any number of
e S
When the spiritual affliction
is not healed, the spiritval,
physical, mental and emotion-
al bodies are unsble to function
in balance with sach other.
Over time, this lack of balance
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