
Kids may pay for socialspcial worker
,

shortage
by MariaMarla WilliamsA-

laskii
WilliamsWilliams-

Alaka

WilliamsA-

laskaAlaskaAlakaAlaskii, NewsNewa Servic-

eJUNEAU

ServiceServic-

eJUNEAU

50r-

vJUNBAU

50rv\50rv\< .

JUNEAUJUNBAU --- DeclaringDeclanng war on-

child
onon-

childchildchildabuseabuseabu'ICabuIC' ,, AlaAlaska'sAlaskasl<a'liali' Legislature-
made

LLegislatureglblatureglblature-

mademade a show this year of buddmg-
an

building-

an
buildingbuddmg

an arsenal ofnewof new child protectiont-

i
protectionproteclion

1ti lawslawsi--ii_, butbUI critics now say that-

despite
that-

despite
thutthat

despite the fanfare ,*, lawmakers-
didn't

lawmakerslawmakers-
dIdn'tdidn'tdidnt' supplysupplyneededneeded troopsIroops for-

the
forfor-

IhetheIhe front lines of the battle .

""ThereThere"TheteThete are children in Alaska-

who
Alaka-

who
AlaskaAlaka,

who need protectionprolectlon , who nneed-

care
need

,
eded-

carecare , thatIhal are notnol goinggomg to get it-

because
itit-

becalSebecausebeca\lSebecalSe\ there iisn'tisntn'''II money to10 hire-

adequate
hIre-

adequale
hire

adequateadequale staffstoff,, " sayssaYb MichaelMlchdCIMichael-

Price
MlchdC-

IPncePricePnce , directordarector ofoflhethe state'sstatesstate'bstateb'' DIVI-

sIOn

Divi-

sion
DiviDIVI-¬-

sion of Family and Youth-

Services
YouthYouth-

ServicesServices
Services"BecauseServices"Becau""BecauBecau"BecauseBecausee we have inadequate-
staff

Inadequate-
staff

inadequate
staff , we'rewere'' notnolhot interveningmtervenmg as-

early
asas-

earlyearly as wewe shouldshoultl ChildrenChildrCn areare-

being
are-

bemgbeingbemg leftleq scarred by physicalphysicalandand-

sexual
andand-

sexualsexual abuabusee and neglect/neglectneglcctneglectsays,./"' says-

Price
sayssays-

PricePrice
PriceMany

Many of the child abuabusee vice-

tims
vicc-

tlms
vlce-

Urns
vicc-viccvlce-vlcevice-vice--

tlmsUrnstims of todayttoday,, Price says ,, will-

grow
willwill-

growgrow up to be theIhe alcoholics ,,

criminalscnmlnals and ''cbiltfcbiltf'cbMcbMON ablJabusersers of-

tomorrow
ofof-

lomorrowtomorrowlomorrow ,,

He adds that socialworkerssocial workers in-

Alaska
In-

Alaka
in

AlaskaAlaka, must now contend with-

workloads
withwith-

worklworklworkloadsads Of 80 (orlr more "really-

terrible
""reallyreally"really-

lembleterriblelemble easescasesea es ofofchildchildchildabuseabuabusee , " ---

threelhree timeslimes theIhe cacaseloadraseload: eload recom-

mended
recom-

mended
recomrecom--¬-

mended by the National Child-

Welfare
ChildChild-

WelfareWelfare LeagueLliagueague ,.,

$Sincemce 1978 , the dlvdivision'sdivisions!>lon'slons' Child-

protection
childlnldlnld-

protectionprotection cllcaseloadelQad has shotbhot up
122 percentpercenl ,, AtAI the same timetillie ,,

thoughtbough , the agency'sagencys' social workwork-

slaff
work-

staffstaffslaff has increasedIncrea.e4Increae4. bybyonlyonly 1818-

percent
18-

percentpercent ,, accordaccording109 to a report-

released
repo1-

releaoed
reportrepo1!

releasedreleaoed, lastlasl fall by the Alaska-
Department

AlaAlaskakaka-

DepartmentDepartment of HealthHcalth and Social-

Services
SocialSocia-

lServlcServicesServlcs ..

This year ,, to10 help meetmeel the-

massive
thethe-

masmasmassivelve workload ,, OovGov BillBill-

Sheffield
Bill-

SheffieldSheffieldSheffieldaskedasked lawmakers to-

fund
10-

fund
to10

fund 39new39 new social workers and-

clerical
andand-

clellcalclericalclellcal support staffstoff In the divi-

sion
dividlvl-dlvldivi-dlvl-

sum

¬-

sionsum ButBul although legllegislators-
agreed

legislatorslatorslators-

agreedagreed ,, on paper ,, to create 3353S of-

the
ofof-

thethe new positionsposltlon , theyIhey only put-

up
putput-

upup part of the money needed 10-

pay
to10to-

paypay for themthem-

Price
them-

Price
them-

PricePrice says thatIhat becausel-
awmakers

becausebecausel-
awmakerslawmakers did not fully fund a-

negotiated
aa-

negotiatednegotiated salary increaseIncreae, for-

state
forfor-

stdtestatestdte employees,, and because they-

planned
theythey-

plannedplanned for job vacancies in10 the-

social
thethe-

socialsocialsocialworkerworker ranks ,, only 23 new-

positions
newnew-

popositionspo ilions were really funded-

And
funded-

And
fundedfunded-

AndAnd that , he says , is notnot-

enough
not-

enoughenough
enough"We""WeWe recognize there is a-

decrease
aa-

decreacdecrease/decreasedecreacdecreaseIn,
/

In state revenues ,,
"" he-

says
hehe-

sayssays , holding up a copy of the-

new
thethe-

newnew state budget , ""butbut"bulbul whatwhal are-

out
areare-

ourourout priorities ? Do we want to-

protect
10-

prolecl
to10

protectprolecl children ? How many-

miles
manymany-

mIlesmiles of road ,, how many capitalcapllalcapital-
projects

capllal-
projectsprojects do we need atallhethe exex-

pense
ex-ex¬.-

penpense of Alaska'sAlaskas' children ? "
That same question Is being-

asked
beingbeing-

akedaskedaked, by officialsoffipials in the Depart-
ment

DepartDepart--¬.
ment of Law ,, whbwhwho are charged-
with

chargedcharged-
withwith enforcing the new <chllqchild* hik | pro-

tection
pro-

tection
pro-propropro-¬-

tection laws .,

,

\.\.egl.eglLegislatorslators were aaskedked to10 ear-

mark
earear-

mark
ear-ear-¬-

mark money for the hiringhltlng of six-

additional
sixSI-

Xadditionaladditional stateslate prosecutors to-

handle
10-

handle
to10

handle onlyonlychildchild abuse cases .

MoneyMllney fofor
,

6nlyOnlynly oneonconesoncadditionalonesadditionaladditional-

prosecutor
additionaladditional-

prosecutorprosecutor was approved by-

lawmakers
byby-

lawmakerslawmakers .

""It'sIts'' a nightmaremghtmarenightinare . " says AsAssi-

tant
Assl-

tant
Assl-AsslAssi-Assii-

lant
i-i-

tantlant AttorneyAllorney General Gayle-

Horetski
Gaylc-

Horelbki
GayleGaylc

HoretskiHorelbki ,, who oversees the-

department's
Ihe-

department's
theIhe

department'sdepartments'' effortseffo1s! to10 prosecute-
child

prosecuteprosecute-
ccchildchildabuselldlldabuabuabuse cases .

HoretHoretskiki says thatthai bebecauseau state-

lawyers
statestate-

lawyerslawyers are swampedwamped with work ,,

someborne child abuse andanti child

neglectncglect cases arearc notnol being-
prosecuted

beingbemgbemg-
prosecutedprosecuted ..

""WeWe are ''maxed-out'maxedmaxedout'coaxed-out'coaxedcoaxed' -- '' , " she-

says
shehehe-

sayssays ,, ""andand it'sitsII'sIIs' sickening ..

"""WW"WeWe"WpWp are notnol prosecuting come-
cases

somefomecomefome-
cascscasescascs just because somesometimesaornetimestime $ we-

can't
wewe-

cancancan'tcant''II take anymore .., "
Saying thatthai although she is-

disheartened
IS-

dIsheartened
is

disheartened , she Is notnol ready to-

givetip
1-

0give.up
to10

give-upgiveupgive.upgiveupgive-tiptip--. , HoretskiHorelskl says the-

Department
Ihe-

Department
theIhe

Department of Law will again-
present

againagain-

pCsenlpresentpCsenl!; its case for more money-

for
moneymoney-

forfor the prosecution of child abuse-

when
abuseabuse-

whenwhen lawmakers convene here-

again
herehere-

againagain nextneM January

theII

And Michael PricePnce saysNaysays the-

Division
thethe-

Dlvhlon
'

DivisionDlvhlon of FamilyFalluly and Youth-

Services
Youth '

Services is already workingYouth'Ion an-

aggressive
anan-

aggressive

'II

aggressive campaign to win more-

financial
moremore-

financialfinancial support from the1110 , '

:

legislatureleglslalure . {
I

"We'reWere"Were" ' not providing theIhe kind-

of
kindkind-

ofof protectionprotecllon and servicesservtces thatthai aa-

child

a-

childchild needs ,, " Price says-

"And
sayssays-

"And saysj j

"."AndAndAnd whatwhal happens ,, thenIhen , is-

what

IS-

whal
is

whatwhal kind of adults are these-

children
ththeseee-

chIldrenchildren going to be? You know ,

society eventually paypays for this in-

the

In-

the
in

the long run ,, " he says


