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CoolGoolCool summersummer no mbrchmbtchmatch

I

for 18161816's1816s1816'sI'
\

'k
\}

Although we are assuredssurcd by thethe-

W
the-

WeatherWWeatherWeatherther Service thatthai ththe AlaAlaskanAlaskan-
summer

kal)
summer ofof1f983\J9851f98398 hahas nonot! been abrabr-

normally
b ,

normally wet andandovercastovercast ,*, many-
long'iime

manymany-
long.tlmelongtimelong.tlmelongtlmelong'iimelongiime'. residentsresidenis refuse toto-

bellqve
to-

beltgvebehqvebellqvebeltgve UIt ., L,JLbngJongng , lazy summersummer-
days

summer-
daysldaysdaysl seemseems tI tdto persist In *. thethe-

me1ory

the-

memorymemoryme1orymemory:' , while those , ""otherother"
wet ''summerssummers..ummersummerssummers are recalledrecslled asas-

isolated
as-

isolatedisolated incidentsincldentli .

Things could be worse . The-
winter

TheToeToe-
wintCirwinterwintCir of 1815-11815118IS-I18ISI1813-1b18131b- $ did not ddifferdiffer-
noticeably

fferffer-
noticeablynoticeablynoticeablyfrom,

IpreviousIfrom myany previousprevious-
winter

previous-
winterwinter In SouthernSouthem Canada Andand-

the
and-

thethe NortheasternNorthpastemNorthpastern region of thethe-

United
the-

UnitedUnited States . Spring began as-

Usual
asas-

usualUsual , and thehe! lengtheninglengthenmg days of-

April
ofof-

ApnlAprilApnl broughtbro'ught' the cUstomary-
flowel1l

customarycustomary-
flowersflowersflowel1l and (!locksflocks of birds fromfrom-
the

from-

thethe north ,. In May , the weather-
had

weather-
had

weather
had not yet warmed appreciably ,

and people
'

began tq grumblegrumble-
about

grumble-
aboutabout the mfeSSl1)mfeSSl1necessity)' of keepingkeepmg the-

fire
thethe-

tireTirefire goinggomggomgIf, \pf\IfIff breaking ice dailydallydaily-

in
dally-

In|Inn the water1water buckets ,, and pfIIfof the-

frosts
thethe-

frostsfrostshavingfreshthat kke"ptkept
"

pt them from havinghaving-

freshfresh greengreene*$ andandstuntedstunted theirtheir-
field

their-
fieldfield crocropss . lIulButBut theytheywerewere patientpatient-

and
patient-

andand confident that the weatherweather-
would

weather-
wouldwould soon s\Brightright itself . Old-
tI

Old-

timers
Old-Old-Old-

tiers
-

tI\tItimerstIC11Itierstiersretold\C11I retold ;, with relish theirtheir-

stpnes
their-

storiesstpnesstories of yearsyeafllyeafllwhenyearswhenwhen it had snow-
ed

snowsnow-¬.-
\

ed in MayiMays 1I} I4 I> I<,I-

ByBy June , it11 had become obviousobvious-

that
obvious-

thatthat this summersummet was unlike thatthat-

of
that-

ofof any previous year ,. On June 5S ,,

cold windswlDds swept out of HudsonHudson-

Bay
Hudson-

BayBay intoInlo New England andand-

temperatures
and-

temperaturestemperatures plummeted . A cold-

rain
coldcold-

rainrain began and when it was over ,.,

New England was blanketed by-

up
byby-

upup toIII a foot of newnCiW snow..

\

And it didn'tdidntdidit'tdiditt' get any betterbener ,>.

Throughout July1uly and AugAugustst ,. ear-

ly
earear-ear¬.-

lyIy morningmomlngmornipg temperatures were1eroerd inin-

the
in-

thethe 30jOs$ andand40s40s . GardensOar4ens and-
fields

andand-
fieldsfields were devastateddevastatCj( abdahdand thethe-

killing
the-

killingkilling frostsfrostli cameeame in SepuSeptt\mberSepttmber\'
,.

People faced the comlncomingSeptber
fmterinterinter-

fearfullyfearfullyfmterfearfully: , and with justifkationjustificationjusllfisatlon ,.,

supphesleftsuppliesleftHad there not been som6some suppliessupphes
left over from a bountiful harvest-
the

harvestharvest-
thethe year before , they mlgmiglitmightt not-

have
Do-

thave
notDot

'
have 'maden'1aden1adertiade it throughthrqugh whatwhat't4irn-
ed

what'tymwhattymwhat't4irn-what't4irnwhatt4irnt rn -*.
ed out to be an exceptlexceptsexceptionallyrudly-

severe
nallyrudlynally-

severesevere Winter in 1816'171816171816-1718161718l6-17.jFor-18l617.jFor18l617.jFor17jFor--' . For-

tunately
JOo-

rtunately
JOor-JOorFor-For--18l617.jFortunately\

tunately ,, there was a normalnormalsum, ''sumsumsum-

mer
sumsum-¬.-

mer in10 1817 ,, and nothingnothmg soso-

levere
so-

severe(severeleveresevere as the 1816 summer has-

occurred
hashas-

occurredoccurred since .

What was it that causedcau'iCdcauiCd' that-

awful
thatthat-

awfulawful weather ? We now knew-
that

knlw-
that

knpwknl/wknlwknew/
that Mt .,. Tambora ,, a tremendous-
volcano

tremendoustremendous-
volcanovolcano just east of 1avaJavaJavaf,, had eex-

ploded
exex-ex¬-

ploded in 1815181S18131813r1813Thisr,. This giant spew-
ed

spew-spewspew -¬.
ededanan immense amount ofQf dust in-

to
in10in-in¬'-

to the sky , apparently casting a-

screening
aa-

screemngscreeningscreemng cloakeloak over the northernnorthem
hemispherenorthemhemispherenorthernhemisphere4ndand causing that-

bizarre
thatthat-

bizarrebizarre summer of 1816 .

Since that timelime ,, scientistsscentists, havehave-
gained

have-
gainedgained 8a greater appreciation for-

the
foffotforfot-

thethe effectseffectli that volcanic eruptions1eruptions'

can have on the weather ., In re-

cent
re-rererc ¬'-

cent years ,, we have heard of the-

effects
therthe r'

effects that the 1982 eruptionerupllon of-

the
ofof-

thethe Mexican volcano ElEI Chich'on-
had

Chich'onChichonChlch'onChlchonChlch'on-
had

'
had on globalglobalchmatesglobalclimatesclimateschmates (resear-
chers

researresear-¬.-
chers at the GeophysicalOeophysicalIMtituteOeophysicalIMtitute-
calculate

InstituteInstitute-
calculatecalculate that the amount ofQf directdirect-
sunlight

direct-
sun'ightsunjightsunlightsun'ightsunight' reaching the ground on-

clear
onon-

clearclear days in AlaskaAlasl<a wabwaswas reduc-
eQ

reduc-
ed

reducreduc-¬-
edeQ by 8lmoalmostt 252S % ))

Few eruptionseruphons have sgsoo great an

. "'').ffjjjjj).).).).).,}.

\
I IIII

,
I

impact TheThcMtMt ,,. $Stt .. Helens '' erup-
lion

erufherup-erup-
tionlioneruptiona yearye'ar' earlier had little effeffect-
on

efffecteffectct '
on thetoe climatecltmatc ,,. andnd a 1976J976 eruperup-
tion

erup-erup-¬. ,
I '

tiontlon of Mt ... SiStSI.. Augustine in10 Coot-
Inlet

CookCoolCoot< "

Inlet was not particularly ddisrup-

tive
disrupdisrup-latup ¬.-

"

tivetlveablfrom, although a cloud of finftnfinjj ash-

from
a.shashabl. !

from that eruption caused iipecpec-pec-.

ttoculartacularpectocularpectacularcular sunsets in ArizonaAnzonalAnzonaland; andand-

was
and-

was andII

was detected as far awaaway' aasas-

Virginia
.

VirginiaVrglma, .

In modernmodem history *, the eruption-
of

eruptioneruptllmeruptllm-
ofof an Alaskan volcano that had-

the
hadhad-

thethe most far-reachingfarreachingfar-reachmgreachmg-- effectseffectsvas\Iva-
sprobably

vas-

probably
Was\vasvasIvas

probably that of Katmai tnIn 1912 ,,.

The ash fall arisingansing fromfromhat({\hathat\hat-
erupllon

sla-

teruption
hatslat

eruptionerupllon covered an area ofpf more-
than

more-
than

moredepthOfthan 3,00030003.000,. square rriilesmiles totooa depth
6fOff a foot or more .. Traces were-
teported

were-
reported

were

PugetSoundreportedteported as far south as PugeiPuget
Sound , and observations from-
Africa

from-
Africa

from
Africa recordedrecordedaa haze which-
spread

which-
spread

which
spread throughout the upper at-

mosphere
atat-

mosphere
at-at--¬

mosphere .. Acid fumes were-
strong

werewere-
strongstrong enoughenoughatat Vancouver ..,
B C ,. to weaken threads in-

garments
inin-

garmentsleadinghousewivesgarments hung out to dry ,, leading
housewives to accuse local mer-
chants

mer-
chantli

mermer--¬-
chantschantligoodsTheof selling faulty goods
The ashcloud.asha'ihaih' cloud , earnedcorned worldwide-
by

worldwideworldwide-
byby winds of the stratosphere ,,.

cauedaued$$ another (If less severe )

.
\Near'''yearyear* without summer ,, " andad the-

i

the
( II-

averageiaverageverage annualaMuaI temperature of the
\

!II-

northern
'I

northern reduc-
ed

reducreduc-hemisphere was -¬.
ed by 1.818.1.8'F1.8F18F.. '° PF ..

But for those who insist that ,
this summer is chillier and wet-

ter
wot-

ter
wot-wotwelwet-wet-.

ter than normal ,, it will be-

necessary
bebe-

neces'l8ry
,necessaryneces'l8rynecesl8ry' to find somethingsomethmg elseeloe,

on which to lay the blame TThere-
just

Thereereere-

Justjust isn'tisntIn'tInt, ' any big aash," cloud cirel-

ing
clrcl-

109

circlclrcl-clrclcirel-cirel-¬- '

ing109 thethe earth at present ..
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