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By MATTEMAITIEMATTIE PAT SHAWSHAW-

Grayling
SHAW-

GraylingGrayling , AlaskaAlaska-

The

Alaska-

TheThe Flutophone is a small , plastic , musicalmusical-
instrument

musical-
mstrumentmstrumentinstrumentinstrument primarilypnmanly used for teaching begin-
ning

begln-
nmg

beginbegln-beglnbegin- ¬-

ningnmg music To look at it , it looks Innocent-
enough

innocentinnocent-
enoughenough , but when twelve 6th , 7th , and 8th8th-
graders

8th-
gradersgraders begirtbegmbegin' to experimentexpenment with it , emittingemlttmgemitting-
all

emlttmg-
allall kindskmds of happy sounds , ZING1ZING ' , the fluto-
phone

fluto-
phone

fluto-
phone

fluto-fluto-

phone has a personality allallItSits own HappinessHappmessHappiness-
invades

Happmess-
invadesinvades the childrenchJldren , the schoolschoolandand the com-
mumty

com-
munity

comcom-¬-
munitymumty
munityImumtyI

I found fifteen flutophones stuffed awayaway-
In

away-
inin a compartment in the school storage room

-
and we looked at each other for a long timetime-
II love music , but IIreallyreally can'tcant' singsmg or carry aa-

tune
a-

tunetune and have been asked onon5everal-several-5everal5everal occasions ,

when singing in church , to cease and desist , asas-

I

as-

I

as-

was
as-

wasI was throwingthrowmg everyone else off keykey-

II usually complied , mutteringmuttenng under mymy-

breath
my-

breathbreath that the Bible read , ""MakeMake a Joyful-
nOIse

joyfuljoyful-

noisenoise unto the Lord " IIwaswas informedmformed that thethe-

sounds
the-

soundssounds I was makingmakmg , weren'twerent' joyful 1'<Never-
theless

NeverNever-eVe-
rtheless

eVer-eVer¬-
theless . . . . nightmght afterter nightmght , I practiced andand-

after
and-

afterafter each mghtSertune AskedSerked my husband ., JohnnieJohnnie-
toto guess what I nadplayed_ yed . He never guessedguessed-
the

guessed-
thethe right tune However , I feltfei.! competentompetentcompetent-
enough

ompetent-
enoughenough to teach the childrenchddren

-f-ndafndaf-ridayfridayFriday- } "'was'asas the big daddday>} ., flutophones. "''erec-
eremonlousl

were'ereerewere-

ceremonious1ceremonlouslceremonious1ceremoniously} handedhdnded to eacUeadieadifueach-SfudenteachSfudent"-"- students- tudent-fufu'; e i-iiThe-
TheThe-

musIcal
The-

musicalmusical notationsnotdtlOns had ..dredddreddalready } been ",writtenwritten-
on

nttenntten-

onon the boardbOdrdbOdrddndboardandanddnd the greatgredt moment .v.asvas.dSdSwas. atdtat-

hand
dt-

hdndhandhdnd Then something magicalmdglCdl happenedhdppened HieThefheThe-

chlldren's
fhe-

children'schildren'schildrenschlldren'schlldrens' eyes lit up thethey} smiled ,. they follo-

ed

follow-

ed
followfollo-follofollow-", ¬-

ed the :nstruinstructionstlons anddnd thethey} practicedprdLtlCed 1Ihethethe-

room
hehe-

roomroom 'vibrated'lhratedlhrated tliethe 'school'choochooshoot cameCdme ;alIve thethe-

village

the-

vulagevillagevulage reJolrejoiceded .ai.ISISas the strstrainsstrainsofdInS -''-ofof'of'OfOf.. "."MaMa"AfarsAfars". ''arar.}.. Had A.A-

Little
.

Little Lamb ' escapedecdped, through the classroomddsroomclassroom-

window
ddsroom-

WIndow

,
window dancedd.InceddInced. dacrossrn" theIhe snsnow,'" and dartedddrteddarted-
through

ddrted-
thr.oughthroughthr.ough. the treetree-

hat
treestrees-

Nhat
trees-

Vthat

, -
\Vthat\\hathatNhat ad beautifulhedutlful "'wa\wa'd\'ddwaswaID'dto\ IDto end <,thethehool,-school-hoolhoolschool-

week",weekee\ee\.


