Legislative fight
helps subsistence

The Associated Press

Subsistence  fishermen  and
hunters benefitted, at least tem-
poradly, in the massive fight
that has been going on in the
state legislature for the past four
days.

The new House coalinon lea-
dership was founded. i part.
on a commument by Republi-
cans that no action will be taken
this session on the state subsis-
tence faw, many House fawias
kers say.

Rep. Ken Fanmng. L-Fau-
banks. who has been designuted
as Resources  Comnuttee
chairman. said Monday that Re-
publicans and Libertanans have
pledged to back oft thew session-
long bid to kil the subsistence
law. and 10 stynue cfforts by
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Subsistence issue put to rest for session because of flap
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and rural residents say the law is
needed to protect their liveli-
hoods and lifestyles

Adams. who 1s slated to take
the Fmance Commuittec.
said he 1s confident that a com-
promise can be achieved through

over

the joint efforts of sportsmen,
native leaders and lawmakers.

But Fanning. who advocates
repealing the subsistence law. is
less optimistic. He said he
doubts there is a solution that
1s acceptable to everyone. and

that the issue likely will be re-
solved by an initiative being cir-
culated to repeal the law and all
tools used to discriminate among
fish and game users.
Initiative-backer ~ McDowell
said Ken Fanning and Ramona
Barnes have been doing every-

thing they can to repeal the law.
I trust them completely™ in their
pledge to negotiate a compro-
mise on - the issue. He added,
however, “we are going full-
steam ahead on the initiative. It
doesn't make any difference to
us what they do in Juneau.”



