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To The Editor-

In

EdllorEditor

In' " 'responseonse theIhe the TundraTundra-

Times
Tundra-

TimesTimes May ' 20 articlearllcle regardingregardmgregardmg-

the
regarding-

thethe strandedstrandedmmkestrandedminkemmkeminke whale at PtPt-

oronzoff
Pt..

/oronzofforonzoffWoronzoff/ ,. I would likehke to10 sub-

lit
sub-

mit
sub-sub-.

mltmitlit the followingfollowmg comments .

The comment made by thethe-

biologISt

the-

biologist
the-

jutbiologISt- ' ---jutjut- that was present rfor onon-

ly
on-on.-

Iylyiy aboutaoout the fnfirst hour of the oror-

deal
or-or.-

dealdealwaswas baslbasicallyally correct 10in thatthat-

whales
that-

whaleswhales often beach themselvesthemselves-

beLause
themselves-

becausebeLausebecause ofofaa termmalterminal Illness oror-

injury
or-

mjuryinjurymjury . It is15 also true that whaleswhales-

finding
whales-

findingfinding themselves in unfamunfamiliarunfamiliar-
waters

larlar-

waterswaters oftenoflen bebecomebeomeome strandedstranded-
umntentlonally

stranded-
unintentionallyunintentionallyumntentlonally due to10 unexjunexpec-
ted

unexpecunexpec-.-
tedled tidal Ooflows . SinceSmce minkemmkeminke-

whales
mmke-

whaleswhales are not at all commcommon InIn-

Ihe
in-

theIhethe upper Cook InlelInlet ., bUIbut more-

so
moremore-.-

so in the lower inletmlet and PrmPrimePrincePrince-

William
ee-

WWWilliamllam SoundSoundareas.areas.reSreS.! ,. that this IS-

a
isis-

aa more likelyhkely explanation for thethe-

slrJnding
the-

strandingstrjndmgslrJndingstranding
strjndmgSecondlyslrJndingSecondlystrandingSecondly

Secondly ,. the whale was nol-

moved
notnolnot-

movedmoved by theIhe volunteersvolunteer , exceptexcept-

toto help itII maintainmalntdln it'sitslI'slIs' upnght-

posluon
uprightupnghtupright-

in

upright-

positionposluonpositionin icIere ., placingplaLmgplaLmgVdnousplacingvariousvariousVdnous foriformsforms-

of
forms-

ofof supportsuppon under its115 rightnghl side 10-

prevent
to10to-

preventprevent Us115its rollingrolhng over ,. wh'Lh-

hkely
whichwh'LhwhLhwhich-

likely
'

likelyhkelyhkelywouldlikelywouldwould have causedLausedLausedextencausedextenexten-

sive

exten-

sive
extenexten-¬-

sive internalmtemal damage to the am-

nul
ani-

mal
am-amani-ani-.

nulmollmal Once theIhe mincomingommg tide waswas-

sufficient
was-

sufficientsufficient to allow the whale toto-

be
to-

becomebebecomeome more bouyant ,. itII waswas-

positIOned
was-

positionedpositioned so50 aas' to keep "itsits-

blowhole
,

blowhole aboveve waterwdter level 10-

prevent
to10to-

preventprevent drowningdrowning-

The
drowning-

The
lingling-

TheThe whale swamSWdm off under itItSItS-

own
its-

own

<

own power and has notnOI been

To The Editor-

I

EdllorEditor

I amant moved greatly by thethe-

leller
the-

letterletterleller writtenwnllen by Mary JaneJane-

Litchard
Jane-

LllchardLitchardLllchard you titled ""AA dreadream ofof-

a
of-

aa RevitalizedRevlll3l1zedRevitialized AlaslAlaska "
I share her dreadreams and I havehave-

burned
have-

burnedburned brainbram cells thinkingthmking ofof-

how
of-

howhow to go about stallingslailing andand-

stopping
and-

stoppingstopping the steadily creepingcreeping-
advanLe

creeping-
advanceadvanceadvanLe of theIhe dreaded oil011 com-

panies
comcom-¬.-

paniespames intomto our environment .

The Silent Dreamer dreams ofof-

aLcldents
of-

accidentsaccidentsaLcldents describingdescnbmg them so vrv-

idly
VIVviv-

idly
vrv-vrvviv-viv-.

idly they seem to10 have happenedhappened-
already

happened-
alreadyalready . I thankIhankIhankmythankmymy GOD I-

Ihasn't
itIIit-

hasn'thasn'thasnt' already happened . ButBut-

ever
But-

everever sincesmce 'I'veIve' heard and knownknown-

Ihe
known-

thetheIhe oil companiescompames eyeingeyemg andand-

feehng
and-

feelingfeelingfeehng around our environment ,.

making plans to10 develop , I fearfear-

Ihese
fear-

thesetheseIhese accidentsaCCJdents will happen .

I writewtlle thisthlJ letterlener on ia hhillhill-

overlooking
ll-

overlookingoverlooking theIhe beautiful baybay-

near
bay-

nearnear where I live . I see fishnetfishnet-

floaters
fishnet-

floatersfloaters bobbing in the waves .

Shorebirds scuttlescunle around pok-

ing
pokpok-¬.-

ing theirthefr bills into the mud .

DucksDucksandindand loons fly near above

seeneen SlnsinceSlne-ee- Whether or not It-

later
itit-

laterlaterHer rebeached itselfItselfISis debat-

able
debat-

ible

debat-debat-.
ibleable . ConsideringConsldenng the extremeextreme-
possibility

extreme-
posslblillyposslblillypossibility that IIit may have beenbeen-

stranded
been-

strandedstranded merely bybyaccidentaccident asas-

descnbed
as-

describeddescnbeddescribed above ., and that It waswas-

a

was-

aa comparatively small whale ( thethe-

larger
the-

largerlarger ""greatgreat whales " that havehave-

becomed
have-

becomedbecomed beached usuallyally diedie-

because
die-

becausebecause of theirthelT tremendoustremendous-
weight

tremendous-
welghlwelghlweight which mevltablyinevitably serves 10to10-

collapse
to-

collapsecollapse the internalmternal organs ) ,.

weighingwelghmg perhaps 115002000-
pounds

500-20005002000ISQO.2000ISQO20001500-20001500ISQO.2000-

pound
.-

poundspound , leads to speculation thatthat-

ItIt has Indeed hkelylikely survived .

ItItISIS also Interestmginteresting to notenote-

that
note-

thatthat the biOlogist who was onon-

hand
on-

handhand from approximatelyapproxunately 7 3030-

9
30-

a.m
30-30-

99a.ma.mam. . was overheard saying thatthat-

"he
that-

"he""hehe had more important thingsthmgsthings-

to
thmgs-

toto do .
" Whale strandmpstrandlngsstrandings world-

wide
world-

wide
world-world1J1J-

wide
-

wide have been a biolobiological; andand-

scientific
and-

suenuficscientificsuenufic my-mymysterymytery-> tery for manymany-

year
many-

yearsyearsyear,
yearsManyMany theoriestheones have arisenansen ,

but no answers confirmed . TheThe-

majority
The-

majoritymajority of strandingstrandmgsstrandrngs: thatthaI havehave-

o
have-

occurredooccurredcurred havehdve generally gone unun-

detected
un-un¬.-

detecteddetededdetededunl1ldetecteduntiluntilunl1lunl1lItuntilitit wawas medicallymedicallyI-

mpoSSIble
medically-

impossibleimpossible to adequately inves-

tigate
invesinves- ¬.-

tigateugate the reasons for them ,. letlet-

alone
let-

alonealone theIhe ability lo10to returnretorn tbe-

animal
thetbethe-

animalsanimalsanimal . to the seasea-

This
sea-

This
sea-

ThisThis incidentmudent was indeedmdeedindeed-

rare
mdeed-

rare
mdeedaindeedaa

rare one whichwhlLh should have dede-

manded
de-de¬.-

manded much more blologlbiologicalbiologica-
lattention

alal-

attentIOnattention ,. partlparticularityparticularily<..ularular y inm I1gh-

tof
lightI1ghtlight-

ofof theIhe factfaLl thatthai this is the secondsecond-

incident
second-

mculentincidentmculent involvingInvolvmg a live strandedstranded-
minke

stranded-
mmke..nnkennkemmkeminke. whale in theIhe upper Cook

the water ,. then splashsplashIntointo thethe-

water
the-

waterwater Geesee come in from thethe-
bay

the-
baybay natsflats afterr ffeedfeeding. ..nonomg . tV-lltVllDelicIousDelicIous-
clams

Delicious-
clams

- ,. .,, , . .
clams sit511 waiting to be shoveledshovele-
dout

shoveled-

outout..

Just this spnngspring when I waswas-
fishing

was-
fishingfishing for torntom cod out on thethe-
LCe

the-
leeiceLCelee edge ,. a seal swam up to meme-
before

me-
beforebefore my brother shot it . AHAllAll-

seals
All-

sealsseals seem to have pleading eyeseyes-
and

eyes-
andand thisIhlS one ww-

This
was no different .

This is the second suchsuchsealseal toto-
come

to-
comecome close to me ,. unafraid . Last-
month

Last-
month

LtjtLast
month duringdunng a muskratmusklat hunt ,.
I shot itat an otter thinking it waswas-
aa giant mi"1mi1muskrat" "".. 'I.ImissedmISSed- < >but- ItIt-

came
it-

camecame nghtright up 10to me ., swam cir-
cles

cir-
cles

cir-cir-

cles and tumbles pokingpokmg Its-

head
itsits-

head
its-

idheadid above the susurfaceace makingmaking-
sputtenng

making-
sputteringsputtenngsputtering noises at me . AllAllofofof-
sudden

of-
sudden

ofaa
sudden it stoppedstoppedandand lookedlooked-
me

looked-
meme in the eye . My hunterhuntel In-

stmcl
inin-

stinct
In-In¬-

stinctstmcl gotgOI the best ofofmeme andand-
killed

I
killed itt A friendfnend ofofmanemane-
confided

minermnemanermne-
confidedconfided to me they hurry toto-

disappear
to-

disappeardisappear' ppear quickly alterafter beingbemgbeing-

shot
bemg-

shotshotsnot atat..

IIamam 22 years old andandwenlandwentwenl-
Ihrough

wentwenlwent-
throughthroughIhrough Land and Resource

Inlet . The stranding which ococ-

curred
oc-

r

oc-oc-.

curred' "last' yearr ended in appar-

ent
apparappar-¬.-

ent success aias well when thethe-

whale
the-

whalewhale again swam off into deepdeep-

waler
deep-

waterwaterwaler .

Finally , the ""rumorrumor " that Dr .

SpauldmgSpaulding had attempted to killkill-

the
kill-

thethe whale with ia lethal injeclion-
is

injection-
is

injectioninjeclion
is flatlyOatly untrue . The conversa-

n

conversa-conversa -.

tlontionn overheard by the reporterreporter-
from

reporter-
from

reporter-
mfromm anotheranothel Anchorage papel-

was
paperpapelpaper-

waswas taken completely out ofof-

context
of-

contextcontext .

DrDI . SpiuldingSpaulding had IndIndeedd rere-

ceived
re-

ceived
re-re¬-

ceivedceivedauthorityauthority from ia certi-
I

certi-

fied
certl-

aed

cert-
lf

certi-certicertl-certl-
ffiedfiedscientistaedaedseienseienscientisttistI in Seattle to killlullkill-

the
lull-

thethe animal ""ifif" necessary ." HeHe-

was
He-

waswas preparedplepared to do so If asked .

The agragreementment between myself .

Agent Larry Hilton of NationalNational-
Manne

National-
MarineMarineManne Fisheries Service and DrDr-

Spaulding

Dr-

SpauldingSpauldmgSpauldingSpauldingwaswas that no attempl-
would

attemptattemplattempt-
wouldwould be mailemadei3e to10 destroy thethe-

whale
the-

whalewhale unlesss it became evidentevident-

that
evident-

thatthat it indeed was lermmaly-
mJured

termmalylermmalytermmaly-
injuredinjuredmJured or refused to go back outout-

to
out-

toloto sea . Some two pintsplOts of bloodblood-

were
blood-

werewere removed from a vein in thethe-

lall
the-

tailtaillall ,. to be analysedanalyedanalyred, laterlaler , but nene-

ver
ne-ne¬.-

ver was Jherethere any intent to Inject-

the
injectinject-

thethe animal with lethal medimedlmedi--medi-
cations

¬'
cations...

Than you all very much forfor-

your
for-

youryour coverage of this wondewonderfulwonderful-
yet

ulul-

yetyet unfortunate ,. and perhapsperhaps-

even
perhaps-

eveneven miraculous event . We thankthank-

you
thank-

youyou tndand 'I'mIm' pretty juresure thethe-

whale
the-

whalewhale thanks you too .

Mark A . BobenckDirector-
Greenpeace

BobenckDlrectol-
Greenpeace

Bobenck/DirectorBobenckDirectorBobenck/DlrectolDlrectol/
Greenpeace Alaska

He shares her dream of Alaska
AlaskaManagement

Management study , aquiredaqulred anan-

A.A
an-

A.AA.AAA. . degree and had summel-
jobs

summersummelsummer-
jobsjobs under the VSU.sUs. . Fish andand-
Wildlife

and-
WildlifeWildlife Service asssocasssociatedasssoclatedated Wltn-

the
wan-

the
witnWltnwan

the study . And 1I know what aa-

senous
a-

seriousserioussenous , severe and adverseadverse-

Impact
adverse-

impactimpact an oil spillspiU would have If-

It

ifif-

itit diddidoccuroccur .

I did not know when to bebe-

gin
be-

gin
be-be¬-

gin but thethe-thelettel-" letterlettel from Ms . LitUtLit-

chard
Lit-Lit¬.-

chard Is a good place to start . ItsIts-

tune
Its-

timetunetime to formfonn a united AlaskaAlaska-

and
Alaska-

andand formfonn ia big NO allallalongalong thethe-

coast
the-

coastcoast of Alaska .

Heads up , AlaskanereAlaska-.hereAlaska.hereAlaska.herehere-.Alaska _ here is oneone-

"Freedom
one-

"Freedom""FreedomFreedom " Tighterfighter ( freedomfreedom-

from
freedom-

fromfrom noisy oil derricks invadinginvadmginvadmg-

our
invading-

ourour seas) who is willlmgwUllingwilllrng to dodo-

honest
do-

honesthonest and legal battle to keepkeep-

OUI

keep-

ourourOUI environment left alone as is .

You capable young folk outout-

there.Heads
out-

there.Headsthere.JieadsthereJieadsthere.HeadsthereHeads... .. upup.hereuphere. .. ...herehere is oneone-

Alaskan
one-

AlaskanAlaskan willing to step forwardforward-

and
forward-

andand be counted if there is a. callcall-

to
call-

toto defend our sensitive mdaddand frfrafra-

gile
fra-fra.-

gile seas .
I am not alone.JmaloneJmalone.amaloneam.,.,.. II9I9-

Allen

?

Allen M . Joseph


