Outsiders shouldn't dictate Natives Iifatyle '

By MRS. ANNIE ALOWA
Whaling Captain’s Wife

1 was a speaker in the ladies
group at Barrow during the
Whaling Captains meeting there
in February. I talked about a
women’s role in village house-
holds, nutrition and of how wo-
men prepare foods.

As a whalers wife I am not
happy with the agreement the
Alaska Eskimo Whaling Com-
mission made with the federal

government. It is pretty hard if
somebody says something about
our foods which we eat.

It hurts.

There are our traditional
foods of which other foods
could not have been used in
their place of because there were
no other foods available. Today
there are other foods. but these
are also foods we grew up with.

These foods are a part of our
culture.

We don't try to take away

other peoples’ foods. but they
are doing it to us.

1 always tell the federal go-
vernment scientists that they
don’t know much about the ani-
mals living in the seas or on land
that ‘God made for us to hunt
and to eat and use. They don't
know how many. like when they
counted them.

1 told them that I will really
believe them when they will be
able to count all the hair on my
head in one minute with their

hands. And they never say any-
thing to me.

Perhaps it 1s the strength of a
woman and of all women who
have based their convictions
from their life’s experiences.
that stopped short these men
from another culture for a few
moments. Women who. have hiv-
ed. loved and worked with their
husbands. families. friends und
others in the village 1o live suc-
cessfully in a lifestyle different
from many other lifestyles.

Perhaps it 1s the knowledge
accepted by many ndividuals
who care and have an interest in
keepmg alive our subsistence
hifestyle to-know a little about
everyting like counting whales.
knowing whale mugration routes
and explorning and dissecting the
logics to whale counting proce-
dures. und all the lnutstions
whale counters have experienced
so far. After all in today s world.
wlormation iy disseminated
quickly to the masses




