
Kaktovik., others sue Watt for exploration transfer
The Associated PressPres-

sThe

Pres-

sTheThe North Slope villagevlllage ofof-

Kaktovik
of-

KaktovikKaktovik has joined with two-

environmental
twotwo-

environmentalenvironmental groups and askedasked-
aa federal judge to set aside InIn-

terior
In-

terior
In-In¬-

terior Secretary James Watt'sWattsWatt's-
transfer

Watt's-
transfer

'
transfer of oil and gas explora-
tion

explora-
tion

exploraexplora-¬-

tion responsibilities in the ArcticArctic-
National

Arctic-
NationalNational Wildlife Refuge to thethe-

U.S
the-

U.SU.SUS. .. Geological Survey .

The groups contend thatthat-
Watt's

that-
Watt'sWatt'sWatts' March 12 order violatesviolates-
Alaska

violates-
AlaskaAlaska landslangs act guidelines and aa-

congressional
a-

congressionalcongressionalcongressional mandate that rere-

fuge
re-

fuge
re-re¬-

fuge management is the sole re-

sponsibility
re-

sponsibility
rere-re¬-

sponsibility of the FishFishandand-

WildlIfe
and-

Wildlife
and

Wildlife Service .

In a motion for a summary

judgement against Watt filedtiledtiled-
with

tiled-
withwith U.SUS. . District Court JudgeJudge-
James

Judge-
JamesJames von der Heydt.. TrusteesTrustees-
for

Trustees-
forfor Alaska claims refuge respon-
sibility

respon-
sibility

responrespon-¬-

sibility cannot be shared bybyanyanyany-

other
any-

otherother federalfederalagencyagency .

""ThisThis mandate has now beenbeen-
violated

been-
violatedviolated for one of the most cricri-
tical

cri-
tical

cri-cri¬-

tical possible aspects ofofrefugerefugerefuge-
management

refuge-
managementmanagement : oiloilandand gas explor-
ation

explor-
ation

explorexplor-¬-

ation in the sensitive coastal-
plain

coastal-
plain

coastal
plain of the Arctic NationalNational-
Wildlife

National-
WlldhfeWildlifeWlldhfe Refuge ," the organiza-
tion

organiza-
tion

organizaorganiza-¬-

tion claims .

Trustees for Alaska , twotwo-

other
two-

otherother enviornmental groups , the-

village
the-

village
the

village of KaktovikKaktovikandand two inin-

dividuals
in-

dividuals
in-in¬-

dividuals sued on May 1I to have-

Watt's
havehave-

Watt'sWatt'sWatts' order set aside . No hearhear-¬-

ing date has been set on the last-

est
last-

est
last-

est
last-last--

est motion .

The 8.8-million-acre8.8millionacre8.888millionacre. - - arctic rere-

fuge
re-

fuge
re-re-¬-

fuge includes coastal plain areasareas-
which

areas-
whichwhich serve as calving grounds-
for

grounds-
for

grounds
for the Porcupine caribou herdherd-
and

herd-
andand a nesting area for migratory-
waterfowl

migratory-
waterfowl

migratory
waterfowl ..

Trustees for Alaska claims aa-

congressional
a-

congressionalcongressionalcongressionalcompromisecompromise dur-

ing
dur-

ing
durdur-¬--

ing the Alaska lands debates setset-

special
set-

specialspecialspecialconditionsconditions for those-
areas

thosethose-
areasareas .

Those provisions allow seis-
mic

seis-
mic

seisseis-¬-
mic exploration for oiloilandand gasgas-

only
gas-

onlyonly after a baseline study of the-
area's

thethe-
area'sarea'sareas' fishfishandand wildlife has been-
u'1dertaken

beenbeen-
undertakenundertakenu'1dertakenu1dertaken' , strict safeguards ale-
in

aiealeale-
inin place andandexplorationexploration plans

are reviewedreviewedandand approved , thethe-

group
the-

groupgroup claims . ,.
In addition , the compromisecompromise-

required
compromise-

requiredrequiredrequiredaa lepoitlepottreport to CongressCongress-
onon the impact of possible futuiefutulefuturefuture-
oiloil011011andoilandand gas development in the-

coastal
the-

coastal
the

coastal plain , the motion states .

After the act was passed lastlast-

year
last-

yearyear , then InteiiorIntedor Secretary CeCe-

cil

Ce-

cil
Ce-Ce¬-

cil Andrus assigned responsibil-
ity

responsibilresponsibil-¬-

ity for those functions to thethe-

U.S
the-

U.SU.SUS. . Fish and Wildlife SeiviceSelviceService .

Watt on March 12 transferred-
to

transferred
to the U.SUS. .. Geological Survey-
"lead

SUlvey-
"lead

SurveySUlvey
""leadlead"leadagencyagency responsibilities "
foifotfor exploration regulations ,. en-

viionmental
en-

viionniental
en-

vironmental
en-en-

viionmentalvironmentalviionniental impact statementsstatements-
and

statements-
andand the repotrepoitreportt to Congress .

Trustees for Alaska claims

Watt also gave the GeologicalGeological-
Survey

Geological-
SurveySurvey responsibility for explor-
ation

explor-
ation

explorexplor-¬-

ation plan approval ""withwith con-

currence
concon-con-

currence
con-con¬-

currence "" of the FishFishandand Wild-

life
Wild-

life
WildWild-¬-

life Service ..

In its motion ,. the olganiLa-
tion

organiza-
tion

oiganiza-
tion

oiganiza-oiganizaolganiLa-olganiLaorganiza-organiza-

tion claims concunenceconcurrence ""isis a dis-

tinctly
disdis-dis-

tinctly
dis-dis¬-

tinctly subordinatesubordmate lolerole in thethe-

overall
the-

overalloverall rule making piocessplOcessprocess ., andand-

no
and-

nono agency couldcouldmeaningfullymeaningfullymeaningfully-
bebe said to be ''administeiingadministeiing'administelingadministelingadministering '' aa-

refuge
a-

refugerefuge if it weiewelewete icstrictedlestrictedrestricted toto-

concu
to-

concurringconcuconcuningconcurringIdng in someone else'selses' 1ic-

gulations
ic-icre-rere-

gulations
e -.

gulations . "

The requiiementrequirementrequitement that only-
the

only _ _
the FishFishandand Wildlife SeiviceSelviceService ad-

minister
adad-

minister
ad-ad¬-

minister wildlife tefugeslefugesrefuges was cn-

acted
enen-

acted
cn-cnen-en¬-

acted in 1976 .


