
Battle for Attu finally mmemoratedcommemorated , with plaque I

By BRUCE BARTLEYBARTLEY-
Associated

BARTLEY-
Associated

BARTLEY-
AssociatedAssociated PressPres-

sAttu

Pres-

sAttuAttu Island - The JapaneseJapanese-
remember

Japanese-
rememberremember the ""forgottenforgotten war"
andandnownow perhaps more Ameri-
cans

Ameri-
cans

AmeriAmeri-¬-

cans willwillrecallrecall the World War IIII-

struggle
II-

strugglestruggle for a 1000-mile000mileIOOO-mileIOOO1,000-mile1,0001000mile,, - chain-
of

chain-
of

chain
of islands known as the Aleuti-
ans

Aleuti-
ans

AleutiAleuti--¬-
ans ..

About 30 people , most ofof-

them
of-

themthem U.SUS.. . Coast Guard person-
nell

person-
nell

person-person-.
nell , gatheredgatheredonon a windworn-
hill

windworn-
hill

wind-wornwindworn-

hill on Attu Thursday and paidpaid-

homage
paid-

homagehomage to the hundreds ofof-

American
of-

AmericanAmerican service men who dieddied-

in

died-

inin the 15-month15month- Aleutian Cam-

paign
Cam-

paign
CamCam-¬-

paign .

The crack of two vintage-
Springfield

vintagevintage-
SpringfieldSpringfield riflesritles was muffled in-

the
in-

the
in

the fog and drizzle maskingmasking-
Massacre

masking-
MassacreMassacre Bay as taps soundedsounded-

for
sounded-

forfor the men who died in the-

soggy
thethe-

soggysoggy muskeg of places likelike-

Fishook
like-

FishookFishook Ridge and TerribleTerrible-

Mountain
Terrible-

MountainMountain .

The Japanese have placed sev-

eral
sevsev-¬.-

eral memorials where thousandsthousands-
ofof their countrymen were killed-
or

killedkilled-
oror committed suicide in the finalfinal-

bitter
final-

bitterbitter battle here ,. but untiluntil-
Thursday

until-
ThursdayThursday there was no physicalphysical-
cal

physical-
calcal sign in recognition of the-

American
the-

American
the

American effort..

Perhaps it is understandable .

Attu is at the extreme western-
tip

westernwestern-
tiptip of the Aleutians , only 2,00020002,000-
miles

2,000-
miles

,

miles east of Tokyo and 720720-
miles

720-
milesmiles north of Japan'sJapans' Kurile-
Islands

Kurile-
Islands

Kurile
Islands , whilewhlle it is more than
6,00060006,000milesWashingtonD.C, miles west of Washington
D.CDC. .

But many Americans havehave-

forgotten
have-

forgottenforgotten - or perhaps nevernever-
knew

never-
knewknew - that when JapaneseJapanese-
troops

Japanese-
troopstroops stormedstormedashoreashore at Attu'sAttusAttu's-
Chichagof

Attu's-
Chichaguf

'
ChichagofChichaguf BayBdY on June 7 ,, 1942 ,

it was the first time foreignforeign-
troops

foreign-
troopstroops hadhadoccupiedoccupied U.SUS. . soil-

since
soil-

since
soil

since the War of 1812 .

The island was undefended ,

populated by some 40 nativenative-
Aleut

native-
AleutAleut villagers and two repre-
sentatives

reprerepre-¬.-
sentatives of the U.SUS. . Bureau-
of

Bureau-
of

Bureau
of Indian Affairs who operatedoperated-
the

operated-
thethe radio station . Charles F .

JJonesones was gunned down in thethe-

attack
the-

attackattack . His wife and the villagersvillagers-
were

villagers-
werewere carted off to Japan , where-
they

where-
they

where
they spent the duration of thethe-

war
the-

warwar..
,

Less than a year latelater , Oper-
ation

Oper-
ation

OperOper-¬-

ation Landcrab put thousands of-

American
ofof-

AmericanAmerican soldiers ashore in whatwhat-
was

hj*

"' "'WW'"waswas'WSwas-SS- J- expecte5rtobeexpected-toexpectedtoxpectedxpectedt:-t * behe"1frelhe1frel'"aa relativeFeirtiveTytiteiYItiteiYI-
easy

]

easy stepping-stonesteppingstone- battle to pre-

pare
prepre-

pare
pre-pre¬-

pare for an assault on a muchmuch-
larger

much-
largerlarger Japanese garrison on near-
by

near-
by

nearnear-¬-

by Kiska .

As happened so often in thethe-

Aleutian
the-

AleutianAleutian campaign , . AmericanAmerican-
commanders

American-
commanderscommanders miscalculated ene-

my
ene-

my
eneene-¬-

my strength and underestimatedunderestimated-
thethe Aleutians -- their weatherweather-
and

weather-
andand geography .

The battle of Attu turned inin-

to
in-

to
in-in¬-

to what historians have called
" 19 days of hell.. " Some 550550-
Americans

550-
AmericansAmericans were killedkilledandandandmoremoremore-
than

more-
thanthan 3,0003000, others were put out-
of

out-
of

out
of action . More than 2,60026002,600-
Japanese

2,600-
Japanese

,

Japanese died .

On his first visit a few months-
ago

months-
ago

months
ago to the only remainingremaining-
settlement

remaining-
settlementsettlement on Attu , a CoastCoast-
Guard

Coast-
GuardGuard navigation station ., FatherFather-
Joseph

Father-
JosephJoseph W . McCIoskeyMcCloskey was struck-
by

struckstruck-
byby the absence of AmericanAmerican-
monuments

American-
monumentsmonuments in the Aleutians .

He found it especially puzzl-
ing

puzzl-
ing

puzzlpuzzl-¬-

ing because relatives of thethe-

fallen
the-

fallenfallen Japanese have erectederected-
memorials

erected-
memorialsmemorials at several locations ,.

and in 1950 the U.SUS.. . Navy

placedplacedaa brass plate honoring-
Col

honoringhonoring-
ColCol.. Yasuya Yanasaki ,. the fallenfallen-
commander

fallen-
commandercommander of the JapaneseJapanese-
troops

Japanese-
troopstroops .

So the ebullient Navy com-

mander
com-

mander
comcom-¬-

mander ,. the chaplain at the-

Coast
the-

Coast
the

Coast Guard base at Kodiak , oror-

ganized
or-or-¬.

ganizedganizedaa community fundraisi-
ng

fund-raisfundraisfund-rais-fundrais-
ing

- ¬-

ing effort to remember thethe-

Americans
the-

AmericansAmericans who fought and fellfell-

in
fell-

inin the Aleutians .

Shunning state or federal aid ,.

McCIoskeyMcCloskey sought contributionscontributions-
from

contributions-
fromfrom service clubs and veterans-
and

veterans-
and

veterans
and faternal organizations inin-

KodiakHequicklyt
in-

gKodiak
in-

pKodiakgKodiakpKodiakKodiakHe-quicklytKodiakHequicklyt.*.HeHe, HeHequickly- -quicklyquicklyquicklyt-quicklytquicklytraised*-. raisedraisedthe-.-thethe.thethe-

some
jj-

some
!''somesomesome $$300300 he needed to buybuy-

the

.
the grangranitit marker set in place-
Thursday

placeplace-
ThursdayThursday .

""WhenWhen I started this . I had nono-

idea
no-

ideaidea of the interest this piojectplojectprojectploject-
would

project-
wouldwould generate , " said McClos-

key
McClos-

key
McCIosMcClos-McClos ¬-

key , whowhu until 15IS years ago waswas-

aa Catholic priest in his homehome-¬-

town of Philadelphia . ""II"ItItt seems-
as

seemsseems-
asas though quite a few peoplepeople-
have

people-
havehave been wondeiingwondedngwondering about thisthis-

for
this-

forfor years and weiewelewere just waitingwaiting-
for

waiting-
forfor Someone to do somethingsomething-
abou

something-
aboutaboutabout itit.. "

He said he hadhadoffersoffers of thou-
sands

thouthou-thou-
sands

¬-

sands of dollars ,. but purposely-
kept

purposely-
kept

purposely
kept the project small ,. ""simplesimple ,.

yet reverenreverentt ,. "
So Thursday ,. when CaptCal'lCall'... B.SBS.. .

,

Beach , the Coast Guaid'sGuaidsGuald'sGualdsGuard'sGuards' com-

mander
cons-

wander
comcom-cons-conscomI¬- I

manderwander at Kodiak ,. tugged thethe-

cover
,

cover off the 350-pound350pound- stone ,. II-

the " " ,
the "foigottenfoigotten"folgottenfolgotten"forgottenforgotten waiwalwar waswasicmcm-
bercd

wasicmcm-wasicmcmJemem-ememicntenricntenr-
bored

emem-
bered

-

bercdberedbored once again .
II-

BeneathBeneath the seals of the Ar-

my
ArAr-

my
Ar-ArArI¬- I

my ,. Navy and Coast GuaidGualdGuard ., aiealeareale-

the
are-

thethe words ,. ""DedicatedDedicated latoter thothose-
brave

thosealeIee-

brave
I

brave Americans who servedselved and-

gave

and-

gave
and

gave their lives in the AleutiansAleutians-

during
Aleutians-

duringduiduringing World War 1II111.. " AleutiansI I


