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AAAnnti AlaskaAlaka, Native sitting-
n

sittingSliling
ann a rural classroomlassroom inIs not-

on

not-

uncommon
nutnot

uncommonon , What Is uncommonuncommonuncommon-
isUis a NativeNalive standingstandlnl before a-

classroom
aa-

clas.roomclassroomclas.roomclasroom. actually leachingtcachlnlteaching other-

Natlyc
otherother-

NatlyeNativeNatlyeNatlyc students .

By 1989 the Alaska Depart-
ment

DepartDepan-DepanDepart-Depan-
ment

¬-

ment of Education hopes to see-

morn
seesee-

moremoremorn Natives standingslandlOl before a-

classroom
aa-

cluslclassroomclusl\cluslcluslOlllOlll'\> teaching . DOE has Im-

plemented
imim-

plemented
Im-Im-¬-

plemented a low interestIOlereolloantoonloan pro-

gram
pro-propropro-pro-

gram
-¬-

gram where up to 100 percent of-

a
ofof-

aa loan will be forgivenfllrgiven If a rural-

student
ruralrural-

studentstudent returns home as a. teacher-
One

teacherteacher-
One

teacher-
OneOne ofoftoday'softodaystoday'stodays'' college students-

who
studentsstudents-

whowho may become tomorrow's-
teacher

tomorrow'stomorrowstomorrow's-
teacher

''
teacher iais 19-year-old19yearold-- --- Katrina-
Anderson

Kalrina-
Anderson

KatrinaKalrina
Anderson ofIIf Takotna who is thethe-

daughler
the-

daughterdaughterdaughler of well known Iditarod-

musher
IditarodIdllarodIdllarod-

mushermusher EepBop Anderson ..

Ten years ago , milling among-
her

amongamong-
herher many friendsfnends in McOrathMcGrath ,, she-

was
sheshe-

waswas an unlikely candidatecandldale to be-

selected
bebe-

selectedselected from the Iditarod AreArea-

School
Area.

SSchoolhool District for theIhe teacher-
scholarship

leacher-
scholarship

teacherleacher
scholarship program ..

In a4q telephone Interviewinlemew from-
her

fromfrom-

herher Alaska PacificPacille University-
dormitory

UniversityUniversity-
dormitorydormitory , She explained why-

she's
whywhy-

shesheshe'sshes'', one ofoflhethe 72 students from-

rural
fromfrom-

ruralrural AlaskaAla.kaAlaka. participatingpanlclpatlng In the
1983-86198386198-861981985-861985' - program ,.

""II always likedhked children ... ..II. !. just-

want
Just-

want
just

want to leIteach<h little kids ,, " theth-
efresh1n

the-

freshmenfresh1nfreshmenfreshman"' said .. AtAI her May ''85-

graduation
8585-

graduationgraduation she comprised the en-

tire
enen-en¬.-

tire Takotna senior classclus . She was-

one
waswas-

oneone of seven high school students

hadhadproblems
buthutbug she hasn'thasntha.n'lha.nlhanl. '' hahud problcmtiproblems ad-

justing
adad-

JustlOg
ad-ad-¬-

justingJustlOg to classroomscla"oomsclaooms." as large as
30 students ..,

""AlAl"AtAt APU you get to know-
everyone

knowknow-
everyoneeveryone It'sIts' hklike a. big famil-
yEveryone

familyfamily-
EveryoneEverypneEveryone getgelgets*, to10 know-
everyone

knowknow-
everyoneeveryone , " Anderson said ..

She says if the leacher-leacherteacher-teacher--

\
I' teacherteacherstcachci'stcachcis' * arcorero NuliveNallveNative ''HopeMly-
it

'Hopefully-

it
'HopefullyHopefully'HopeMlyHopeMly

it willwllllncrea'ICwllllncreaICIncrease' thoietho,", numbers ,, """
DcmmcrtDemmert said .. Speaking of-

education
ofof-

educallon'
:,'educationeducationeducallon he added , ""That'sThats'' on-
eIf

one-

of
one

(\of\IfIf Ihetheme areas we'rewere'' encouraging "
(;IUAPUAF has always had a concentracllneenlraconcentrarconcentrar-

'ion

,

''ioniontionIlIIn of NativeNattve studentsbludents in the-

ducation
thethe-

educationeducationducation field ,. accordingaccordlOg to

While DcmmcnDemme'1Demme1Dcmmerl' stiltedsliitedstated lhatthaithattha-
iAlaka

that-

Alaska'sAlakaAlaska'sAlaskas, ' . educationaleducallOnal systemsy.temsytem. was-

lacking
waswas-

lackingluckinglacking in Native staff ,

ChimcgalreaChllnegalreaChimegalrea felt itil first hand-
"There

hand-
"Thero

hand
""ThereThere"TheroThero was no btherblherOther Natives to-

look
toto-

looklook up to , 16id "Jielp"elpelphelp thertithel11them grow , '"'

frheiheshe saidsaid-

She
said-

She
said-

SheShe told whatwhal the scholarship8CholarshlP
.

""InIn7/i7i/ the future, 'I'dId' like to see more concentrationconcentration-
on . .on Native students who are struggling ." .. .., "

scholarship program didn'tdidnt' exist-
she

existexist-
sheshe probably would have attend-
ed

attendattend-¬.-
ed a larger university which-
didn't

whichwhich-
dldn'ldidn'tdidntdldn'ldldnl' costeosl as much-
Anderson

muchmuehmueh-
AndersonAnderson says her acceptanceacceptance-
came

acceptance-
camecame asasaa susuprlsesupriseprise ""II[ wasn'twasntwa.n'twa.ntwant. ' ac-

cepted
ac-acac.¬.-

,ceptedepted at first but on graduation-
they

graduationgraduation-
theythey gave the award , " she-

explained
sheshe-

explainedexplained ..

OutlorOutlofOut lorlof, of the 72 students who-

were
whowho-

werewere selected by theirIhelr rural-

school
ruralrural-

schoolschool district boards ,, AnderiSOn-

is
Anderson-

is
AndersonAnderiSOn

Uis only one of three studentsstudenls who-

is
whowho-

isis attending APU . Nearly half
((33)33) of the students arearc attending-
the

attendingattending-
thethe University of Alaska-
Fairbanks

Alaska-
Fairbanks

Alaska-
Falrhanb

Alaska-Alaska--

FairbanksFalrhanb , although atal108sllwoal108sllwo-
have

least two-

have
two

have dropped outOUI of UAFUAP ,,

UAF Alaska Native Programs-
Director

ProgramsPrograms-
DirectorDirector Dennis DcmmertDemmeltDemmert said he-

supported
hehe-

supportedsupported the program becausebecause-
only

because-
onlyonly 1-212- percent of Alaskan

DemmertDemmen
DemmertUAPDemmenUAPDemmertUAF

UAPUAF student Helen-

Chimegairea
Helen-

Chlmegalr08
Helen

ChimcgalreaChlmegalr08Chimegairea eexplainedplaln d why she-

chose
sheshe-

chosechose education ""EverEver sincesmce I-

was
I-

was
I

was young 1I'veIve''veve had aaraid) interestinlerest in-

becoming
inIn-

becomingbecoming a teacher .. " In a-

telephone
a-

telephone
a

telephone interviewmtervlew she saidsold she-

would
she-

would
she

would like to see some changeschanges-
InIn the educationaleducalional system-

"In
systemsystem-

"In
system-

"In""InIn the fututefutule IPjdI'dId' like to see-

more
see-

more
see

more concentration on Native-
students

Native-
slUdents

Native
studentsslUdents thatlhat seem to bbo$ struggl-
ing

strugglslrugglstruggl--¬.
ing . 'There'There WasIvas a diffetdifference+bnce betebete-

ween
betbel'

ween us NativesNallves and Cauca-
pions

Cauca-
sions

Cauca-

slons
Cauca-Cauca---

sionsslonspions ,, " she said-

Another
llald-

Another
saidllaldsaid-

AnotherAnother change she'dshed'' likehke to-

see
to-

see
to

see is more concentration on00 the-

Yup'ik
thethe-

Yup'ikYup'ikYupik'' language .. She said In Ihe-

Bethel
the-

Bethel
theIhe

Bethel high school , ""It'sIts' up to-

you
to-

you
to

you !Iffyouyou want to take it ,. I'dId' hke-

to
likehkelike-

toto sees< itII become a requirementrequlremenl ,., "
she added

program diddlMorfor her ""AxAx"AsAs soon asas-

I

as-

I1I found out I really $startedtaned think-

Ing
think-

Ing
thinkthink-¬-

ing aboutaboul fheIheJhe educljtionaleducationaleducational system-
in

systemsystem-
Inin our area , " she saidsai-

d'he
said-

The
said-

the'\the\'he'hehe Teacher Scholarship Loan-

Program
LoanlAanlAan-

ProgramProgram was established lastI.tIt.. yearyear-

by
year-

byby the AlaAlaska". Legislature in an at-

tempt
ai-

lempl
atai-aiat-at¬-

temptlempl to encourage rural-
graduates

ruralrural-
graduatesgraduates to10 pursue teaching-
careers

teachingteaching-
eareencareerseareen inin'IIral\'fyral\'IIral'IIralIIralfral elementary andand-

secondary
and-

secondarysecondary ;Schools Students caneancan-

borrow
ean-

horrowborrowhorrow upl\hOOISlhOOIS\|ioo0 $$7,5007500$700700$7,3007300,' a year toto-

earn
to-

earnearn a bachelors degree and-

teaching
andand-

teachingteaching certificatecenficate, .,

DOE'sDOEs' Jane Maynard .said.ududsaid-

there
.ud-

therethere arearc some thingsIhlngs thatIhat make-
the

makemake-
IhetheIhe scholarship programprogram-
distinguishable

program-
dlstlngui.habledistinguishabledlstlngui.habledlstlnguihable. from the eXisting-
Alaska

existingexisting-
AlaskaAlaska SlateState Loan ProgramProgram-
"This

Program-

"thiS""ThisThis is the first program of it'sitsit's-

kind
it's-

kind
'

kind , " she said StudentsSiudenis cancan-

borrow
can-

borrowborrow more under itII and itII

''peqfjpeqfjspecifically<..allyally targettargethtargets* studentsstudent, fromfrom-

rural
from-

ruralrural regionsregionh StudentsSiuden" who hve-

on
livehvelive-

onooon the highway cannot qualifyqualifyqUdlify forfor-

the,i the program hecaubecause. that area is-

not
is.

not consideredcon.deredcondered. ruralrural-

The1I The studentssludent. were ;solectselectedselected-
from

ddf-

romfrom 30 .school.hoolhool districtsd"trlctsdtrlcts" Whlwhichwhichare< h are-

mainly
areare-

mainlymainly in10 the Rural EducationEducallbnEducatihn AI-

lendance
AtAIAt-

tendancetendancelendance AreaArea-

Thih

Area-

ThisThihThthThis year 46 studentshludem, chochose. toto-

'Iudy
to-

study'study'IudyIudy in AlaskaAla.kaAlaka. while 266 wen-

loutofstate
wentwenlwen-

toutofstateout-of-stateoutofstate-- -- Nearly a quarter ofof-

the
of-

thethe students are already enrolled-
with

enrolledenrolled-
wllhwithwllh thelhe others entering their firstfirst-

year
first-

yearyear aas' freshmen-

The

freshmenfre.hmenfrehmenfreshmen-

The

.

The totaltOlal loan award is"
$$$423,000423000, while the average in-

dividual
In-

dlvldualloan
in

dividualdlvldualloanloan amount is $$5,8755875$5,9755975$5,875-
If

$5,975-
If

,

If a borrowerhorrower gets a teaching concon-

lract
con-

tract
con-con¬-

tractlract from a rural school the stu-

dent
stustu-

dent
stu-stu-¬-

dent will be eligible for up to10 100-

percent
100100-

percentpercent forgiveness LoanlAan reci-

pients
reC-

Ipients
recireCI-reCI¬-

pients will be selected annuallyaMually by-

their
byby-

lhelrtheirlhelr local school districtsdlslrlct' betbe-
twan

bet-

wconweenwconwan January and April-

Legislators

AprilApnlApril-

LegislatorsLegislators whq .sponsored.pun-ored.punored.punpunored- thethe-

bill
the-

billbill were Vern HurlHurlert,ertn of Sicot-

mule
SleetSicotSleet-

mutemutemule , AlAI
'\'AdamsAdams1\dams1damsAdams of Kotzebue andand-

Anchorage's
and-

Anchorage'sAnchorage'sAnchorages' Joe HayesHayes-

For

Hayes-

ForForPor more informationmformallon contact-
Jane

ConlaC-
IJane

contactConlaCI

JuneJane Maynard ,. Director forfor-

Special
for-

SpecialSpecial Programs , TeacherTeacher-
Scholarship

Teacher-
ScholarshipScholarship Loan Program ,

AlaskaAla.kaAlaka. Commission onon-

Po.t.ondary
on-

PostsecondaryPostsccondaryPo.t.ondaryPot.ondaryPotondaryPostsecondary.. EducationEducalllln , Pouch-
FP

PouchPouch-
FPFP , Juneau ,. AK 9981199911 The-

telephone
TheThe-

telephonetelephone number is 465-285446528544M-28544M--


