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Larry Matfay shows students his hand-madehandmade- wooden halibut hook .,

Larry Matfay has lived in 2 different l!worldsr.ICIsrICIs.
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TurdTurdTundr.lTundrl. TomTunes. ReporterReporte-

rHaving

Reporte-

rflavlngHavingflavlng reached his 74th74th-
birthday

74th-

hlrthdahlrthdabirthday) ., Larry Matfay hashas-

'een
has-

seen'seen'eeneen it bothhoth waysways-waysHe's- He'sHesHe's-

t

He's-

traveled

'

ttraveledraveled by "kayak"ayakayak , fishedfished-

with"with, th home-madehomemade- woodenwooden-

halibut
wooden-

hdllbuthalibuthdllbut hooks and huntedhunted-

with"with..thth hand-madehandmade-- trapstraps-

He

traps-

lie
traps-

lielieHe alsodlso owns a largelarge-

home
large-

homehome on KodiakKodla" Island an-
dtrad

and-

trasels
and

travelstra\dtradtrasels\ , h >)} airplanedlrplaneairplane-
Matfay

airplane-
Matlay

dlrplan-
elatlay\Matlay\latlaylatlayMatfay andn Aleut Indian ,.

hwubroughtt hhis" reminders ofof-

the

of-

thtthithtthe old dadddays>} s' - traps ,. spearspear.-

ind
spear-

Jnd.jnd.indind Iwnhooks" " - to share withwith-

the
with-

thetlu-tluthetluCrowds- cCrowdsro"throthrowels" Hockingtloc"mgtlocmgflocking" to pro-

grains

pro-

grains

pro-

grdlm
pro-pro-

grainsgrdlm in the AnchorageAnchorage-
StStSchoolt hnnlhoof ()DistrictsDistrictI tnct s i'<NativeNative-
I

Native-
mphasis

atlveatlve-
I

atlve-
mphdI mphdmphasismphasisVeekmphdeek'" \\-\VeekVeek\\-eekeekWeek ""WhyWhy dodo-

you
do-

youyou Jodo ththisthis0, "' rlotoa teach uusus-

bout
,

,aboutdhoutbout the pastpast1""' queriedquenedqueried-

one,one) ne student who came toto-

ec

to-

ee,seeecee hisI11S old hunting and fishfish-

Ing

fish-

ing

fish-fish¬-

ing Implements-

"That's
implementsimplements-

"That's
implements-

"That's""That'sThats'' the way we livedlived-

aa long time ago ,
,'' he ans-

"ered
ans-

wered
ansans-¬-

"wered"eredered ""ItIt ",wasas therhe best wayway-

toto10 livehve ,. a comfortablecomfortableay\way\\ayayway-

with

ay-

"Ith"with"IthIth naturenature-
Matfay

'

Matfayatfay was bomborn inm Ak1-
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Ak-

hiok
Ak-

hiok
Ak-Ak-

1110hiok" on Kodiak Island HeHe-

learned
He-

learnedlearned hihis' ,skillskills from hIs-

I.lther
hishis-

fatherlatherI.ltherIltherfather. and grandfather ,. butbut-
h

but-

hishhis" existence left little timetunetime-

lot
tune-

lorlorlot iormalformal schooling , and hehe-

left

he-

leftleft Akhiok'sAkhioksAkhJOk'sAkhJOks' Bureau of InIn-

dian
In-

han
In-In¬-

,dianhan Affairs schoolschoolmschoolininm ththethe-

fourthtourthfourth grade ""InIn my daysdays-

"c
days-

we"we"cc didndldn It have much chancechance-

for
chance-

torlortorfor education .
' he said dur-

109

dur-

ing
durdur-¬-

ing109 a breakhrea " between studentstudent-
groups

student-
groupsgroups at the AnchorageAnchorage-

Fine

Anchorag-
ehnef-inefinehneFine- Arts MuseumMuseum-

"My
Museum-

"My""MyMyI } parents were alwaysalways-

nn

always-

on""nnnnon the move I don t know

why , but at the time ((11((1wasIIIwaswaswas-

In

was-

inin school ) I liked to studystudy-

hIStory

study-

historyhistory and geography , butbut-

was

but-

waswas not much for anthmet-

iC
arithmeanthme-anthme¬-

tic and spspellinglIing . I studiedstudied-

those
studied-

thosethose real hard ".
After leavingleavmg school , Mat-

fay
Mat-

fay
Mat-

fay
Mat-Mat-

fay continuedcontmued learning fqfq-
hIS

fpm-
his

fqpmfqmfpm>m

his own family and fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe world emerging aroundaround-

him

around-

hunhimhun ""II learned quite a bIt-

from
bitbit-

fromfrom working with people ,

too ,",, and I didn'tdidnt' leamlearn that

from the books ,, " he said ,,

moving his hands pastpast-

models
past-

modelsmodels of traps , halibuthalibut-

hooks
halibut-

hookshooks , and other equipmentequipment-
hehe used on Aleut kayakkayak-

hunts
kayak-

huntshunts . ""II learned this fromfrom-
my

from-
mymy grandpa and my dad .:"'

Matfay speaks Aleut withwith-
his

with-
hishis wife , Martha , at home ,

hoping that the daily expoexpo-expo-
sure

expo-
sure

-¬

sure to his first languagelanguage-
will

language-
willwill encourage his grandchil-
dren

grandchil-
dren

grandchilgrandchil-¬-
dren to speak it , also .

""II talk my own languagelanguage-

with
language-

withwith my wife so that ourour-

six
our-

sixsix grandchildren can pick itit-

up
it-

upup . 1I don'tdont' want that to dis-

appear
dis-

appear
disdis-¬-

appear ," he said solemnlysolcmy .

'I'mIm' living half andand halfhalf-

right
half-

rightright now ," he said . HalfHalf-

the
Half-

thethe native way and halfhalf-

with
half-

withwith the white culture . InIn-

the
In-

thethe older times we regu-

lated
regu-

lated
reguregu-¬-

lated the catch of the ani-

mals
aniani-ani-

mals
-¬-

mals we take for food oror-

clothing
or-

clothingclothing ,,"'"' he said , sadly rere-

calling
re-

calling
re-re¬-

calling that some peoplepeople-

don't
people-

don'tdon'tdont' have the same love forfor-

the
for-

thethe land and its creatures .

He spoke of the outsidersoutsiders-

and
outsiders-

andand irresponsible younyoungstersyoungsters-

who
tersters-

whowho spent time shootingshooting-

seals
shooting-

sealsseals indiscriminately nearnear-

his
near-

hishis home . ""TheyThey"TheyweTC"TheywereweT-
Cshooting

wereweTCwere-

shootingshooting our animals forfor-

nothing
for-

nothingnothing but target practicepractice-

It's
practice-

It'sIt'sIts' a waste 'of'ff9f foodfQOd and thethe-

animals
the-

animalsanimals '' life . Our children-

don't
children-

don't
children

don'tdont' do that ," he said .


