
Whales provide more than just food
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Alakanuk

HANSON-
AlakanukAlakanuk High SchoolSchoo-

lBeluga

Schoo-

lBeluga

Schoo-

lBelugaBeluga whales , bebeardedrded ,
spotted (bay ) and ring seals-

are
seals-

are
seals

are the kind of marinemarine-
mammals

marine-
mammalsmammals we traditionallytraditionally-
hunt

traditionally-
hunthunt for food , clothing ,

euqipment , and sometimessometimes-
decorations

sometimes-
decorationsdecorations . Most coastlinecoastline-
villages

coastline-
villagesvillages depend on thesethese-
mammals

,,

mammals for subsistencesubsistence-
survival

subsistence-
survivalsurvival when there isn'tisntisn't-
anything

isn't-
anything

'
anything else to take inin-

their
in-

theirtheir places . Beluga whaleswhales-
and

whales-
andand seals are used in basical-
ly

basical-
ly

basicalbasical-¬-

ly the same manner . The-
meat

The-
meat

The
meat is cut and can be-

cooked
be-

cooked
be

cooked and eaten in anyany-
way

any-
wayway from boiling to dryingdrying-
including

drying-
includingincluding soup and broth .

Sometimes the meat spoilsspoils-
but

spoils-
butbut it still can be used forfor-

good
for-

goodgood dog food . To prepre-

vent
pre-

vent
pre-pre¬-

vent spoiling , it can be frofro-

zen
fro-

zen
fro-fro¬-

zen , dried , or cooked and-
then

and-
then

and
then puputputt away for futurefuture-
use

future-
useuse . Our people have beenbeen-
taught

been-
taughttaught not to waste anyany-
thing

any-
thing

any-any¬-
thing , so we try to makemake-
use

make-
useuse of everything from-
these

from-
these

from
these sources .

''lliesellieseThese'These marine mammalsmammals-
have

mammals-
havehave a few inches of blub-

ber
blub-

ber
blubblub-¬-

ber which also is used for-

food
for-

food
for

food . Bluber can be cookedcooked-
and

cooked-
andand eaten with the meat . ToTo-

extract
To-

extractextract the oil from this vivi-

tamin
vi-

tamin
vi-vi¬-

tamin and iron source , thethe-

blubber
the-

blubberblubber is cut up and ''put-

in
'put-

in
'putput

in large containers . As timetime-
passes

time-
passespasses , oil seeps out of thethe-

blubber
the-

blubberblubber and rises to the top .-I:| Later it can be poured
opouredointo bottles for storage and-

used
and- used for dipping or preser-

ving
preser-

ving
preserpreser-¬-

ving all kinds of meat and-
vegetables

and
vegetables . The remainingremaining-
blubber

remaining-
blubberblubber is still edible and isis-

sometimes
is-

yIIy<IIsometimessometimes cooked in soups
°' or can be fed to dogs to givegive-

o
give-

themH-oo-giveHthem warmth and healthy ,
e cold-protectivecoldprotective- coats . Oil-

also
Oi-

lg
Oil

-gg-galsoalso seems to contain med-
Page

med-
2

med-
Page

med-med-
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icalicalvaluevalue and is taken byby-

it

by-

theIit thetheilhfor'F;:* ill * for .,..itsitsits ,. richnesschness and-
minerals

andand--*.
minerals . IfItIfemItcanemcanemsbothe' sbothe-
upset

soothesbothe-sbothesbothen"-_"anannanan-

upsetupset stomach and is fur-

ther
fur-

ther
furfur-¬-

ther used for earaches , cuts ,

and when a loss of energyenergy-
occurs

energy-
occursoccurs .

Seal skin is used for cloclo-

thing
clo-

thing
clo-clo¬-

thing , ,. bags , decorations ,
'. and other uses such as forfor-

Eskimo
for-

EskimoEskimo dance drum heads .

Prior to use , sealsealskinsskins mustmust-

be
must-

bebe cleaned of flesh and oil ,

and stretched and dried . Af-

ter
Af-

ter
AfAf-¬-

ter cleaning , skins can bebe-

placed
be-

placedplaced in large plastic bags .

Weeks later , the hair cancan-

easily
can-

easilyeasily be removed , makingmaking-
itit usable for boot soles andand-
drum

and-
drumdrum heads . Skin clothingclothing-
includes

clothing-
includesincludes boots , pants , coats ,

and jackets . Bones andand-
teeth

and-
teethteeth are useful non-ediblesnonedibles-- ,

as are the skins , and keptkept-
for

kept-
forfor decorations or as remin-
ders

remin-
ders

reminremin-¬-
ders of , a ,_ good , successfu-
lhunt

successfu-
lhunt

successful
hunt . These can also bebe-

carved
be-

carvedcarved into figurines , jewel-
ry

jewel-
ry

jeweljewel-¬-
ry , tools , or tool parts suchsuch-
as

such-
asas spear andandarrowarrow points

and weights .

, _. , .'.11-: Near ,,. the ''closeclose , ofof-ofofchild-. child-
hood

child-
hood

child-
hood

child-child- ,
hood , parentsparents might deter.-
mine

deter-
Jlline

deter-
arsine

deter-deter-,._

..minemineJllinearsine it is time for their sonson-
to

son-
toto go hunting to help sup-
port

sup-
port

supsup-¬-
port the family . Traditional-
ly

Traditional-
tyv

Traditional-Traditional-
lytyv,. when a son'ssons' first sealsea-
landor

sea-
landorand/orandor/ whale is caught thethe-
me.at

the-
meatmeatme.at. , skin , and oil are givengiven-
out

given-
outout to people who are poor ,
old , or otherwise unable toto-

hunt
to-

hunthunt..

Today, even though mostmost-
villages

most-
villagesvillages have well-suppliedwellsuppliedwellsupplied-
general

wellsupplied-
general

--
general stores , many NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople still depend uponupon-
the

upon-
thethe hunting of marine mam-
mals

mam-
mals

mammam-¬-
mals for subsistence . This isis-

partly
is-

partlypartly because the cost isis-

less'requiring
is-

lessrequiringless-requiringlessrequiringless'requiringlessrequiring':"'- only time ,
and gas and ammunitionammunition-
money

ammunition-
moneymoney . People also stillstill-
hunt

still-
hunthunt traditionally becausebecause-
they

because-
theythey prefer the taste of thethe-
meat

the-
meatmeat and the fun of thethe-
hunt

the-
hunthunt . A person who is a suc-
cessful

suc-
cessful

sucsuc-¬-
cessful hunter is looked upup-

on
up-

on
up-up¬-

on with respect ; and this ,
too , is important .


