Excitement Eliminated—

Science Conference Pulls General Sessions from Program

FAIRBANKS—Most of the
excitement of the 22nd Alaska
Confemn&eras eliminated—
along with Native participation—
because the usually controversial

m“tdhe sessions were stricken

om the program.

The bulk of the confelence
was devoted to topics of little
general interest like “Effect of
Activity and Cold on the Meta-
bolic Rate and Body Tempera-
ture of Redpolls.” A panel on
Native Education was an excep-
tion, however, and a lively one.

Dr. Frank Darnell, -modera-
tor and head of the Center of
Northern Education Research
:;w the Unive ‘l’:ﬂng Alaska, l:;

it
; beenp:l?ﬂ established’ that pro-

blems existed and he hoped
emphasis would be on solutions.
Natives must become

more involved in any changes
that are going to come in our
education,” Adam Jehn,
Fairbanks Native Community
Center. “We have an abundance
of welders. We have an abun-
dance of janitors...people who
have become vocationally edu-
cated. Those policies they set
for us have never been our own.

“We are never going to be-
come extinct despite programs...
Well, we are never going to be-
come extinct!” '

John warned that educated
Indians and Eskimos pose a
threat to the establishment.

“Educators should be viewed

as businessmen with a product

we need,” he concluded. “We
can demand high quality.”
As for conferences on educa-

tion, “If they don't invite us,
we should do some gate cra-
e

John ' Shively, director of
RurAL CAP which runs 38 Head
Start programs, maintained the
key to success in rural education
is reliance on local people to
carry out the programs.

“Our. experience has proved
that village people can make the
kinds of decisions that we’ve
asked them to and can: carry
out the responsibility for run-
ning an educational program,”
he said.

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 1)

“The RurAL CAP success in
using local people as staff mem-
bers should be looked at more
closely by the State Operated
Schools and the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs. We have proved
that Native people can teach
cd;en though mllt]hey may not }lllave

e traditionally accepted college
background.”

Shively recommended - that

local people be given control partici

aver their school system inclu-

and firing, setting

guidelines and the
development of budgets.

He also suggested that one or

two demonstration villages be

chosen by the Bureau of Indian
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Morris Thompson, area direc-
tor of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs for Alaska, reported his
agency is dedicated to going out
of the education business in fa-
vor of state control.

_To date 81 schools have been
turned over to the state by the
BIA. “I think this is healthy,”
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tor of the Alaska Federation of
Natives, went contrary to Dr.
Damnell’s direction to review:
“the unprecedented rape of the
past and current landlords of
this state.”

He said until recent years
Alaska’s most valuable resource— -
her people—have been over-
looked. :

“Today we’re not asking to
ipate, we’re demanding
it!” he said.

Dr. Judith Kleinfeld, resear-
cher from the University of
Alaska, spoke on the value of
research noting with a smile
every ml;i:te family, according

common
sense and “expert” judgement
could not always be trusted.
As an example she cited work
::ke; department had on the Ala-

Boarding p .

It was assumed that middle
income families who took chil-
dren, not for the
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