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Studentsdents
An EskimoEEskimoo historian fromfrom-

Nome
from-

NomeNome?Jome , WilliamWilliani Oquilluk , recenrecen-recen-
tly

recen-
tly

¬-

tly addressed... students of AlasA1as-A1asAlas--A1as-
kan

Alas-
kan

¬-

kan Native History at AlaskaAlaska-
Methodist

Alaska-
MethodistMethodist University . He toldtold-
of

told-
ofof the events leading up .toto., hishis-
decision

his-
decisiondecision to write the history ofof-
the

of-
thethe Eskimo people of ,.

the Se-SeSe-
ward

Se-
w

Se-
ward

-

wardwrd Peninsula'Peninsula' and about thethe-
researCh

the-
researchresearch behind the effort thatthat-
took

that-
tooktook more than forty years toto-
complete

to-
completecomplete ,.

Mr. Oquilluk'sOquilluks' book , nearly
600 pages long,; will be publishedpublished-
inin late 1971 . It will, be illuillu-illu-
strated

illu-
strated

¬-

strated with photographsphotograph! of thethe-
region

the-
regionregion where different historicalhistorical-
events

historical-
events.eventsevents., took place and pictures ofof-
the

of-
thethe remaining ancient sites ,. monmon-mon-
uments

mon-
uments

¬-

uments , and markers placed inin-
special

in-
specialspecial areas of the Seward PenPen-Pen-
insula

Pen-
insula

¬-

insula and about the research.*,
There winwill be drawings exeexe-exe-

cuted
exe-

cuted
¬-

cuted by another Eskimo of thethe-
region

the-
regionregion who will illustrate thethe-
parts

the-
partsparts of the history tfiatthatt . pannot.cannotcannot.cannot-
be

annotannot-
bebe photographed . NegotiationsNegotiations-
areare presently underway for re*,
lease of the book , WE ARE OFOF-
KAUWERAK

OF-
KAUWERAKKAUWERAK , THE TRADITRADI-TRADI-
TIONAL

TRADI-
TIONAL

¬-

TIONAL HISTORYUSTORY!STORY OF THETImTIm-
KAWERMflUT

THE-
KAWERAMIUTKAWERAMUTKAWERMflUTKAWERAMIUT , through thethe-
AMU

the-
AMUAMU press as soon as publishingpublislpublishing-
arrangements

ngngarr-
angementsarrangements can be made .

Mr . Oquilluk reported that hehe-
fIrSt

he-
firstfirst began writing down thethe-
historical

the-
historicalhistorical stories of his peoplepeople-
when

people-
whenwhen he was a young man .

.
The changes that had come , andand-
were

and-
werewere still coming to the EskimoEskimo-
people

Eskimo-
peoplepeople were ,

causing people toto-
forget

to-
forgetforget their history .

SometimesSometLnes they did not eveneven-
have

even-
havehave a chance to hear it . AfterAfter-
the

After-
thethe manuscript was started , itit-
became

it-
becamebecame necessary to traveltravel longlong-
distances

long-
distancesdistances by boat, dog-teamdogteam- , itit-
became

it-
becamebecame necessary to travel longlong-
distances

long-
distancesdistances by boat ,. dog-teamdogteam- , andand-

reindeer

and-

reindeerreindeer sled to seek out andand-
talk

and-
talktalk to the old people who stilstil-
remembered

stil-
rememberedremembered the history taughttaught-
toto themthem-themby"- by their parents andand-
grandparents

and-
grandparentsgrandparents .,

Only the history that was thethe-

same

the-

samesame as told by five different oldold-
people

old-
peoplepeople who did not know eacheach-
other

each-
otherother was put into the book .

Many years went by and thethe-
manuscript

the-
manuscriptmanuscript was nearly , done .

Then a firerue destroyed the manumanu-manu-
script

manu-
script

¬-

script .

The job began all over again .

There were five veryveryoldold peoplepeople-
left

people-
leftleft whowhoadhad-adadbad- helped'helped' put thethe-
history

the-
historyhistory togethertogeth r the firstfust time .

Mr . Oquilluk began again to rere-rere-
build

re-
build

¬-

build the work that had beenbeen-
lost

been-
lostlost..

In 1967 the President of thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic Native Brotherhood sugsug-¬-

gested to J.aurelJaurelUurelLaurel. LL.. :
'
Bland'Bland
'

, thatthat-
she

that-
sheshe

'

might be able to find a wayway-
so

way-
soso Mr

<., Oquilluk'sOquilluks' work could bebe-
preserved

be-
preservedpreserved , shared , and used inin-
the

in-
thethe education of Alaskan people .

From' early 19671961 a collaborcollabor-collabor-
ation

collabor-
ation

¬-

ation began between Mrs.. BlandBlan-
dB

Bland-
BarbaraBarbaraBrbaraBarbara Trigg , Chairman:,

'; of thethe-
AND

the-
ANBANBAND Education Committee andand-
Mi

and-
MrMrMi . OquillukOquiUuk0quiiUulc in a jointjointeffort

, effort: totQtQ-

bring
to-

bringbring hitherto unknoWnunknoWnororor un-unun-
recor4ed

un-
recorded

-

recordedrecor4ed history of AlaskanAlaskan-
Eskimos

Alaskan-
EskimosEskimos to the people of AlaAla-AlaAla-
ska

Ala-
ska

¬-

ska .

As a member of the AlaskaAlaska-
Methodist

Alaska-
MethodistMethodist University , beginningbeginning-
inin September 107011)7011701970) , Mrs.. BlandBland-
was

Bland-
waswas able to aid Mr. OquillukOquilluk-
toto prepare a publisher'spublisherspu6lisher'spu6lishers' draftdraft-
and

draft-
andand to provide technical assisassis--assis-
tance

assis-
tance

¬-
tance in finalizingfmalizing the manumanu-manu-
script

manu-
script

¬-

script and illustrations ...

Mr . Oquilluk was bornbomorn in
1896 at Pt. HopeHoPewherewhere hishis-
Grandfather

his-
GrandfatherGrandfather was employed byby-
the

by-
thethe whaling stationstatio ._ When hehe-
was

he-
waswas about seven yearsyears old thethe-
family

the-
familyfamily returned to IfnurukItnurukImuruk Basin . ,.

Etorina , Mr. Oquilluk'sOquilluks' grandgrand-grand-
father

grand-
father

¬-

father, was responsible for transtrans--trans-
mitting

trans-
mitting

¬-

mitting the traditional history ofof-
his

of-
hishis people to those who werewere-
under

were-
underunder hsi leadership . From the

time the familyfamity returned to Imu-ImuImu-
ruk

Imu-
rule

Imu-
ruk

-
rukrule Basin until Etorina'sEtorinas' deathdeath-
many

death-
manymany years later ,. theth grand-grandgrand-

ther
-

fatiier\thertherf4thergrandfatiiergrandfgrandf4therf\ carefully instructedinstrudtedinstru ted WilWit-WitWil--¬-

-
liam1iam Oquilluk in theih'eiheWe' history andand-
legends

and-
legendslegends ofbf the Kauwerak EskiEski-Eski-
mos

Eski-
mos

¬-
mos :..:

In time , it became the grandgrand-grand-
son's

¬.-
son's-son'ssonsson'sturn'--' turn to assume thisth responrespon-respon-
sibility

respon-
sibility

¬-

sibility , When the days of thethe-
kozghl

the-
kozghlkozghikozghl (community house ) enen-enen-
ded

¬.-
dedde , theretllere was no longer anyany-
way

any-
waywayway to pass along the hishis-his-
tory

his-
tory

-¬-

tory in thetheoldold patterns ofof-
education

of-
educationeducation .

Thus , the only way to disdis-disdis-
hatge

dis-
charge

-¬-

chargehatge this duty and obligaobliga-obliga-
tion

¬-.
tionlion was to write down thethe-
story

the-
storystory of the past and preservepreserve-
itit for the young people whowho-
could

who-
couldcould then read it in EnglishEnglish-

Mr
English-

Mr
.

Mr . Oquilluk has anotheranother-
boo

another-
bookbookboo " in process . ThisTIs manumanu-manu-
script

¬.-

script is composed of the teachteach-teach-
ing

teach-
ing

¬-

ing stories that were told forfor-
entertainment

for-
entertainmententertainment in the old days .

"ItIt" is not history ," Mr.
Oquillukuilluk said . "TheseThese" storiesstories-
te

storiest-
eWtellteteWteWaboutabout Eskimo ways of lili-lili-
ving

li-
ving

¬-

ving and some of the thingsthings-
they

things-
theythey believed . It will be interinter-inter-
esting

*-,

esting to read when it is finflO-flOfin-flO-

ished
fin-

ished
¬-

ished ,.".


