
petruskaspetrauskasPetruskas open store
for the first limetime the alaska

housing finance corporation
AHFC has loaned money to a

villager to buy a bousehouse and set up
an in home business AHFC
closed the deal with willie
petruska and his wife betty both
are lifelong residents ofnikolai a
tiny village near mcgrath

the program was developed
last yearbyyear by the ruralrwal housing
division ofAHFCofawc and the alaska
legislatureUgi slature to allow the corpora-
tion to encourage cottage indus-
tries in rural areas

mxpetrusimptirchasedwithtbepetnis&as purchased with
the loan avacantavacantavanant two storybuild-
ing that used to house the only
grocery store in town the store
went out of business about a year
agoanduhasbcenwiuiesdreamandithasbeenwilliesdrearnago
to reopen it for the community

A lot of people order stuff
by mailmag but they cant get their
order the same day I1 figured id

help out a little by having stuff at
the store petruska said

71the petruskaspetrauskasPetruskas rented the
building several months ago and
began living upstairs

theile building andaw store were

owned and operated by the local

native corporation mcgrath
tatlinacatlina nikolaitakotna or
MTNT ltd closed the store be-

cause the overhead was too costly
we closed it because it just

cost toomucbtoomuch torunto run ilitwe thought

a mom and pop type of opera-
tion would do much better said

vicky daymanClay inan chief executivee
officer and vice pres of MTNT

willie petruska thought so

too however securisecuringbga loan took

a lot of time and persistence
petruska has been turned down
forafora loan by several lending agen-

cies the past couple years and the

AHFC loanloah program was one of
bishis last hopes


