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In the fall of 1969 , the dropdrop-drop-

out
drop-

out
¬-

out rate among Native studentsstudents-
atat the University of Alaska waswas-

aa phenomenal 80 to 90 perper-

cent
per-

centcent . By spring of 1971 , it hadhad-

dramatically
had-

dramaticallydramatically fallen to 9.797. perper-

cent
per-

centcent..
Dr . Walter A . Soboleff , coco-coco-

ordinator
co-

ordinator
¬-

ordinator and lecturer for NaNa-NaNa-

tive

*-

livetive studies , attributes a largelarge-

part
large-

partpart of this reduction to thethe-

Student
the-

StudentStudent Orientation Services .

The SOS lends students , especiespeci-especi-

ally
especi-

ally
¬-

ally Natives , support in adjustadjust-adjust-
ing

adjust-
ing

¬-

ing totocampusto-campustocampus-campuscampus-- life .

"SocialSocial"" adjustment on camcam-earn-earn¬-

pus is not an easy thing andand-

also
and-

alsoalso coming in from a ruralrural-

area
rural-

areaarea to Fairbanks is quite anan-

adjustment
an-

adjustmentadjustment .. " Add to this thethe-

fact
the-

factfact that most Native studentsstudents-
areare the first in their familiesfamilies-
toto attend college and the propro-¬-

blemsproblemsbecome even more diffidiffi-diffi-

cult
diffi-

cult
¬-

cult .

About 400 Native studentsstudents-
areare currently enrolled at thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity , a majority of themthem-

freshman
them-

freshmanfreshman . They come from allall-

over
all-

overover the state , ranging as farfar-

north
far-

northnorth as Barrow and as farfar-
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south as Annette Islandsland] .

Besides the SOS , the UniverUniver-Univer-

sity

¬.-

sity also has a program ofof-

Native
ff-

NativeNative studies , institutedinshtuted threethree-

semesters
three-

semesterssemesters ago for anyoneanyone-
interested

anyone-
interestedinterested . Each course comescomes-

under
comes-

underunder an establishedestabhshed collegecolleg-
edepartment

colleg-
edepartmentdepartment..

There is a course in AlaskaAlaska-

Natives
Alaska-

NativesNatives in Politics , under thethe-

'political'politicalpolitical'. science division , one in1in-

SkinSkinSkm Sewing in the home ecoeco-eco-

nomiCS

eco-

nomics

¬-

nomics , an Alaska Native HerilienHeri-Heri-

tage

¬.-

tage class inm the history dede-dede-

partment
de-

partment
¬-

partment and an English coursecourse-

m
course-

ininm Alaskan Natives Myths andand-

Legends
and-

LegendsLegends , to name a few .

In addition , the linguisticsIIngUlsl1csIIngUlsl1c-

sdepartment
linguistics-

departmentdepartment offers courses in1in-

InupiatInupiatInupl3t and YupikYuplk Eskimo ,

TlingitTlinglt and HaidalIaldaIlaida Indian andand-

specIal

and-

specialspecial topics courses inm nearlynearly-

any
nearly-

anyany NativeNal1ve language for whichwhich-

an
which-

anan instructor can be found .

StartingStJrtmg next fall , studentsstudents-
may

students-
maymay get a bachelor'sbachelors' degree inIn-

EskImo
in-

EskimoEskimo languages .

CurrentlyCu rren tly , the orientationonenorientation-
service

tat IonIon-

serviceservice runs an advisory boardboard-

that
board-

thatthat maintains contact with thethe-

students
the-

studentsstudents . Among other projects ,

they are making a study suggestsuggest-suggest-

Ing

suggest-

ing

¬-

ing a minor in Native studies ,

with future possibilitiespOSSlbllll1es for aa-

a
a-

aa major..

"WeWe" have existing programsprograms-
wewe could coordinatecoord mate withoutwIthout-
any

without-
anyany trouble . It wouldn'twouldnt' bebe-

hard
be-

hardhard to pull together 1212-

credIts
12-

creditscredits ," commented Dr . Sobo-SoboSoba-SobaSobo-

leff
Soba-

leff
Sobo-

leff
-

leff.

The boardboardalsoalso gives suggestsuggest-¬.-

ions to the whole orientationorientation-
program

orientation-
programprogram .

"ItIt'It"' becomes their concern ,

and I think that'sthats'' the way itit-

should
it-

shouldshould be ," helie said .

The UniversityUmverslty of 'AlaskaAlaska' isis-

not
is-

notnot the only one interestedinterestedininIn-

NatIve
in-

NativeNative studies , as Dr.. SobolcffsSoboleffsSoboleffs-
correspondence

Soboleffs-
correspondencecorrespondence proves . CollegesColleges-

and
Colleges-

andand universities as widely scatscat-scat-

tered
scat-

tered
¬-

tered as Wisconsin , CaliforniaCahformaCahforma-
and

California-
andand Canada writewnte about propro-pro-

grams
pro-

grams

¬-

grams theyhey are developing alongalong-

the
along-

thethe same lines .

All of thistillS "kindkind"k.mdk.mdkmd"k.mdof"kindof". of bringsbnngs a

sense of pride , a sense of bebe-bebe-

longing
¬.-

longinglongmg ," says Dr . SoboleffSoboJeff..

"TheThe" interestII1terest in these coursescourses-
has

courses-
hashas been extremely high .

"
In sonicsome cases , they have hadhad-

to
had-

toto be divideddMdeddMdedIntodividedintointo two sectionssections-
when

sections-
whenwhen they grew to large .

And that'sthats'' what the NativeNative-
studies

Native-
studiesstudies department and thethe-

onentatlOn
the-

orientationorientationonentatlOn service arcare allallaboutabout..

HelpinglIelpmglIelpmgstudentsHelpingstudentsstudents adjust to newnew-
surroundmgs

new-
surroundingssurroundingssurroundmgs , teaching themthem-
about

them-
aboutabout theirtheIT culture and herihen ¬.

tage - and an intangibleIIItanglbh : butbut-
very

but-
veryvery real thingtlung knownk.nown. as pride .


