
Unalakleet elder passes
Respected Unalakleet elder AdaAda-

Johnsson

Ada-

johnssonJohnsson Degnan passedpassedawayaway Jan . 4 ,

19961996atat home in Unalakleet..
''BomBorn in Unalakleet Feb . 10 , 1910 , toto-

AgnesAgnes Anaktayuk Ryan and EricEric-

Johnsson

Eric-

johnssonJohnsson , shesh.e. attended theth.e. UnalakleetUnalakleet-

BIABIASireBIASchool through the 8th
UnalakleetSire
grade .

sfceSire-Sire
-

wentOlymwentto Duncan Beauty College in Olym-

pia

Olym-

pia

Olym-Olym-
wentpia
pia , Wash . , and received her diplomadiploma-

Aug

diploma-

AugAug . 26 , 1930 . After returning toto-

Unalakleet

to-

UnalalcleetUnalakleetUnalalcleet , she tooktookseveralseveralseveralcoursescourses fromfrom-

the

from-

thethe University of Alaska Extension
"
Ser-

vice

Ser-

vice

"SerSerSer-Ser¬-

vice ,.

Ada married Frank A . Degnan onon-

June

on-

JuneJune 24 , 1934 , andandsupportedsupportedsupportedandandandassistedassistedassisted-

him

assisted-

himhim in his duties as president of the NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

Na-Na¬-

tive Village of Unalakleet . Their com-

bined

com-

bined
comcom-¬-

binedbinedeffortsefforts brought many benefits toto-

the

to-

thethe community . She was always thank-

fal

thank-

ful

thankthank-¬-

fulfal for the electricity andandrunningrunning waterwater-

in

water-

inin Unalakleet..
Ada was a charter member ofthe EsEs-

kimo

Es-

kimo

Es-Es-¬
kimo Mothers ' Club and its president forfor-

many

for-

manymany years . She was a strong supporter

ofofeducationeducation and tfietlrethe Native lifestyle . SheShe-

volunteered

She-

volunteeredvolunteered as a cook for BIABlA for 1010-

years

10-

yearsyears , providing nutritious meals for chil-

dren

chil-

dren
chilchil-¬-

dren . She organized and led the GirlGirl-

Scout

Girl-

ScoutScout program in Unalakleet for manymany-

years

many-

yearsyears ." IIAdaAda , the firstnrst woman to serve on thethe-

Native

the-

NativeNative Village of Unalakleet Council ,

servedservedasas its treasurer . She was an elec-

tion

elec-

tion

elecelec-¬-

tion judge for two terms .
:

In I9601960 , Ada was elected as treasurertreasurer-

atat the Inupiat Paitot Conference . SheShe-

served

She-

servedserved on the Unalakleet Native CorpoCorpo-Corpo-

ration

Corpo-

ration
-¬

ration Appeals Committee from 1983-

1987

1983-

1987

1983-

1987

1983-1983-

1987 . In 1988 , Ada was recognizedrecognizedasas thethe-

Senior

the-

SeniorSenior Mother of the Year by the City ofof-

Unalakleet

of-

UnalakleetUnalakleet..

Ada was a trutrue homemaker ., HerHer-

home

Her-

homehome was ffilledfilledwithledledwithwith love and laughter .

She enjoyed gardening and sharing thethe-

harvest

the-

harvestharvest.. She loved the outdoors andandadadad-

mired

ad-

mired
ad-ad¬-

mired the beauty of nature through fish-

ing

fish-

ing

fishfish-¬-

ing , berry-pickingberrypicking- , camping , and caUing-

geese

callingcaUingcalling-

geesegeese .


