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""MattMatt Joy helped me purchase and set up my computer and !>soltwrsoltwr-
He

soltwarcOlt=.I HeIHewas a great help . ... even now ,. hehc.shcshe'shes'. only a phone callcaJlcaJlawaycallawayawayaway1' " I
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.fdrew T1SuaI Buy
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y a comcomputerPuter*
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Alaska Village JniUattyes1itlauvesnldatlyesnldatlye-

sYou

'

,"r

, ,., . , ,,0'> ''ff'f1\1\1\ '
,--YouYouYou1YouhavehaveVobabtynotked

"

probablyprobablynoticedJnoticedtlced ititcancancanoecanoe-

pretty
bebe-

prettypretty hardhard 'to'to keep jipppup withwithcomputerttcococomputercomputer-

technology

puterputer-

technologytechnology andtheand-theandthe-- vovocabularyvocabularyabuIary ththatthatt goes-

with

goes-

with

goes

with It ,. You'reYoure' not the only one . 1eco-
mputers

WhileWI1eWI1eWhile-

computerscomputers havebave been around for a longlong-

time

long-

timetime , theretbere seems to be no end In sight ofof-

the

of-

thethe trend of rapid changecbange In personalpersonal-

computing

personal-

computingcomputing and the linkage betweenbttween com-

puters

com-

puters

comcom- ¬-

puters and telecommunications technol-

ogy

technoltechnol-technol-

ogy

-¬-

ogy . In this and future columns , we willwill-

explore

will-

exploreexplore and demystify many aspects ofof-

computer

of-

computercomputer technology andanditsits applicationsapplications-

forfor education and business . Please feelfeel-

free

feel-

freefree to send me questions or commentscomments-

onon topics you wishwisb to see discussed .

Let'sLets' start with the basics .

What dodoyouyou need to know before tay-

ingapersonal

buy-

ing

buy-

inga
tay-taybuy-buy-

ingingaingapersonalapersonal computer ?

The first thingg to consider when youyou-

are

you-

areare going to buy a computer is whatwbat youyou-

plan

you-

planplan to qseuseuseitforIt for . This will determinedetennine thethe-

types

the-

typestypes of programs you wish to run . Pro-

grams

Pro-

grams

ProPro-¬-

grams , also known as software ,. are thethe-

Instructions

the-

InstructionsInstructions that tell youryourcomputercomputer bow-

to

howbowhow-

toto do something . Without software , com-

puters

com-

puters

comcom- ¬-

puters are just plastic shells .

Personal computing programs comecome-

in
come-

ininintwobasicformatsbasicbasicfonnatsformats IBM-conroattblesIBMconroattblestwo : IBMcompatible-

swhich

mM.compatible-

swhich

mM.compatibles-mM.compatiblesIBM-compatibles-IBMcompatibles-. -
which run Windows/DOS--WindowsDOSWindows/DOS-WindowsDOSand/ -,-- andand-

Macintosh

and-

MadntoshMacintoshMadntoshMacintoshBuyingtherigbtcomputer., ._--BuyingtherigbtcomputerBuyingtherigbtcomputerJBuying.theJlghtJBuyingtheJlghtBuytngtherightBuyingtherigbtcomputer-
begins

., , computercomputer-

beginsbegins with figuring out which of thesethese-

Is

these-

isis best for you . Read carefully and com-

pare

com-

pare

comcom-¬-

pare the specificationsspedfications on the softwaresoftware-

label
software-

labellabel.. To focus more clearlydearly on the ques-

tion

quesques-¬.-

tion of what kind of a computer to buy ,

look for the minimum computer systemsystem-

requirements

system-

requirementsrequirements listed on the package .

The funny thing about personal com-

puters

com-

puters

comcom-¬-

puters is that the price for a low-endlowend- sys-

tem

sys-

tem

syssys-¬-

tem ((11000-S(1100011000S$$$1000-$1SOO$10001000$1SOO1SOO$1000-$1500)$1500)1500- $$1500)1500) , midrange system
($1500-53500)$1500150053500)53500$1500-$3500)$3500)3500(51500-53500)(5150051500$$ -$ ) and top-endtopend- system

( $$$35003500 + ) has remained the same overover-

the

over-

thethe years . Prices fall and today'stodaysteday'stedays' top endend-

system

end-

systemsystem will be next year'syears' mldrangemidrange sys-

tem

syssys-¬.-

temtern . What has changed , however , is thethe-

power

the-

powerpower of the systems and the complexitycomplexity-

ofof the programs that they run . IfItIfyou areare-

Int

are-

InterestedIntInterestediested in running11111Jtlng .today'stodays.tadattadat'' software "

toto know that you can alwaysalwaysretumreturn to thethe-

wayway tcrr used..nn.nd,:!d ttoto-
ntotoworkworkworkwCl'kwClkworkwhwhenwhen-

the

whwaywhWayyJ'UILLJUILLyourenJ'UILL' 1' CcomputerCompuft4ip meaWtu LU:} n nua' a u.en.

the tape was made . -.

-. Memory and disk space do moremore-

to

more-

toto make a system usable and fast than aa-

faster

a-

fasterfaster processor .

f "

reQreDepjDepjDependingn
Q on your needs , and thth-

tions
thetilee! speczJspecifica-

tions
sycujiidspecificaspecifica-spetdiea-spetdieaspetdieafunctionswedficA-wedficAwedficAspeed

,
:R,ca-ca¬-

titions. ofanyanygivengiven system , MacintoshMacintosh-

IBMcompatible
"itOSh"toshtosh oror-

mMcompatfblebeenmMmMIBM-compatibleIBMcompatiblemM-compatfblemMcompatfblern\rn\ - machines can bothh bebeVOW-beVOWpow-

erful
powpow-" ¬-.

.syserfilsyserfuierfilerfulerfui tools to enhance youryourprodllctivityproduprodu-

your
productivityCtivity''tlVltyandtlVltyand'tlVltyandInivity

m.
andand-

your
andIn

yyour--ii access to a world ofinfoinformationinfonnationlation .-J

. . . .

f "

reQreDepjDepjn
Q
ti.

beenmMmMrn\rn\

syserfilsyserfuierfilerfulerfui
--iiy

'' > 3 * * * > ..''aaandmuchof
andmuchoftomorrowssoftwareyouTlhave
andmuchoftomorrowssoftwareyouTl

--jjd udiudioftofttomorrow'stomorrowso V:' ''-

s
s

softwareare ,;
'yoyou'llyoullyou'll-

nave

''llll''ll-havehavenave to choosemuuse ilbriwcrnuciweeuHv ti aiid ttop-endtopendtop-cubcubp-ffidpffid- Ccoai-

puter
coin-

puter
coai-coaicoin-coiniip-

uter
i-i-

puter or a mldrmldrangemidrangenge computer (whichwhich-

wW

which-

willwillwW requirerequirtrequire further ' InvestmentInvestment to upup-

grade

up-

grade

up-up¬-

grade relatively sooner ) . I recommendrecommend-

low

recommend-

lowlow end computers only for those whowho-

bave

who-

havehavebave a specificspedflc,1irnftedspedflc1irnfted, limited task In-

mind

In-

mind
in

mindmindwhichmindwhlchwillrunproperlywhich will run properlyproperly-

onon the low end system . n-
MacintoshMacintosh systems are re-

nowned

re-re-
DepjD-

ownednownedDowned for their ease of use .

TheThemajordrawbackhasbeenmamajorjor draw back has beenbeen-

that

rnt-

hatmMthatthat there are fewer softwaresoftware-

titles

software-

titlestitles for the Macintosh sys-

tems

sys-sys- erfuit-

ernsternstems than the WindowsDOS-

systems

Windows/DOSWindowsDOSWlndows/DOSWlndowsWlndowsDOS-

systems
WindowsDOSiWlndowsDOSy//

systems . This has cbanged-

with

changedcbangedchanged-

with

changed-

withwith the Introduction of thethe-

power

the-

powerpower Macintosh line which can runrun-

both

run-

bothboth ltacintosbMacintoshMacintosh and some of the early-

generation
early-

generation
early-earlyearly-

generation
--

generation Windows programs whenwhen-

properly

when-

properlyproperly configured .

The IBM compatible systems havehave-

also

have-

alsoalso changed recently with the introduc-

tion
introduc-

tion
introducintroduc-¬-

tion of the Windows 95 software andand-

"Plug

and-

"Plug""PlugPlug and Play" componentscomponents.makingcomponentsmaking., maldngmaking useuse-

and

use-

andand configuration of IBM-compatiblesIBMcompatiblesIBMcompatibles-

much

IBMcompatibles-

much

-

much easier than they used to be . And ,.

since over 90% of computers in use areare-

IBMcompatibles

are-

IBMcompatiblesIBM-compatiblesIBMcompatibles- , you'dyoud' be in good com-

pany

com-

pany

comcom- ¬-

pany If you want to share Information-

with

infonnation-

with

informationinfonnation
with the rest of the world .

Depending on your needs ,. and thethe-

spec1il

the-

specificationsspec1ilspecificationsatlons of ,'. any!, given system , 11-

MacintoshMacintosh or IBM-compatibleIBMcompatible- machinesmachines-

can

machines-

cancan both be powerfulpowerfuJ tools to eiIbance-

your

enhanceeiIbanceenhance-

youryour productivity and your access to aa-

world

a-

worldworld of informationinfonnation .

Stuff you oughta knowknow-

Software. Software is the most Important-

component

importantimportant-

componentcomponent of your overall system . SaveSave-

some

Save-

somesome money in your budget for the soft-

ware

softsoft- ¬.-

ware best suited to the functions youyou-

want

you-

wantwant to performperlonn .

. Screen quality depends on some-

thing

some-

thing

somesome-¬-

thing called dot pitch . I recommendrecommend.2recommend2..22.2626.26-

or

66-

oror smaller . Smaller dot pitch and largerlarger-

screen

larger-

screenscreen size are better.

.
. . Get a tape drive ifat all possible .

It is cheap insurance for important workwork-

and

work-

andand it is liberating for the first time user

.- Computer newcomers should con-

sider

concon-¬.-

sider buying from a company that gives-

free

gives-

free

givlsgives

free technical support for the prein-

stalled

prein-

stalled

prein-

stalled

pre-in-prein- -

stalled software and hardware (For ex-

ample

ex-

ample

exex-¬-

ample - Gateway , IBM ,. Micron ,.

Packard-BellPackardBell- , Apple) .

Coming to terms with thatthat-

vocablllary

that-

vocabulary

that-

vocabularyvocabularyvocablllaryvocabulary-

It's
vocablllar-

yt's[It'sIts't'sts' impossible to coverin one col-

umn

colcol-¬.-

umn all the tennstermstermsyou'UtermsyouUyou'llyoull' encounter asasyouyouyou-

shop

you-

shopshop for your system , but here are aa-

couple

a-

couplecouple of crucialcrudal ones to remember :

. A byte is simply one character aa-

letter

a-

letterletter or number . The word ""bookbook" re-re-

Mary Ann Mochin-
Manuquutaq

MOthin-
Manuquutaq

MochinMOthinMochin-
Manuquutaq

:
IIMaryManuquutaq TradingTradmgTrading-

Manokotak
Tradmg-

MdllokotakManokotakMdllokotak ,. AK

! speczJsycujiidspecificaspecifica-spetdiea-spetdieaspetdieafunctionswedficA-wedficAwedficAspeed
,
:R,ca-ca¬-

Macintosh"itOSh"toshtosh or
h bebeVOW-beVOWpowpow-" ¬-.

.
Ctivity''tlVltyandtlVltyand'tlVltyandInivity

m.
andandIn

lation .-J

quires 4 Bytes of space on the computercomputer-

to!toto! storet'ete!' . KiloKIllJ meansml'anmlan' 1.0001000. or so . 1Uteg-

ameans

Mega-

means

MetfaMega1Utega

means 1,000,0001000000, , or so . GigaGfga means.1,000,000,00010000000001.000,000,0001.000000000, , , or so . Therefore , aa-

Megabyte

a-

MegabyteMegabyte of disk space could hold about
1 million characters of text..

. MHZ , -.ormega-

hertz
ormega-

hertz
ormega-ormega

hertz , refers to thethe-

R

the-

speed

the-

speed
th-

ewedficAwhichespeed wlthwltbwith whlchwhich

cafunctionsfunctions take place inin-

"tosh
in-

Or

in-

itOSh the computercOJuputer . TheThebi-

gbeVOW

Thebig-Thebigbig-

ger

big-

h

big-big-

beVOWgertheMIIZ.thefastergergertheMIIZgertheMIIZ.thefastergertheMIIZthefastergertheMIIZ.thefaster-

m

the MIIZ ., the fasterfaster-

thethe computer .

In the next issue ,.

'I'llIll' give you my spe-

cific

spe-

cific

spe-spe-

cific recommend-
aJ

recommenda-

tions

recommenda-recommenda-.

tions for the best sys-

tems

sys-

tems
syssys-¬-

tems to buy . In the meantimemeantlmelook, look for aa-

publication

a-

publicationpublication called ComputerComputerShopperShopper.. It'sItsIt's-

available

It's-

available
''

available in many stores and newsstandsnewsstands-

and

newsstands-

andand provides a quick way to track currentcurrent-

prices

current-

pricesprices for most of todaytoday'stodays' s majmajoror systems .

We'llWell' also talk more about software ,

-. about purchasing by mail and usinusingyourusingyour-

credit

ourour-

creditcredit card . That piece of plastic can bebe-

your

be-

yourbestyouryourbestbest friend iflfyauyou have warranty dis-

putes

disdis-¬.-

putes ,. lost shipments or bungled orders .

Editor'sEditors' Note : MattMattIoyMattloyJoy is a computercomputer-

consultant

.
conslIltantconsultantconsultantwithAlaskaVillagelnitiativeswith Alaska Village Initiatives ,

providing computer support and trainingtraining-

for
training-

forfor rural Alaskan computercomputerusersusers .


