message of unity to the NCAI
last week.

The Navajo and Hope lived
and shared land until the late
1870s when the United States
president interfered in land
matters, Since then, 13 presi-

dents, the U.S. Congress, the .

federal courts and numerous
lawyers have kept the two
tribes fighting over .an issue
created thousands of miles
from the Navajo and Hope
land, said Zah.

That animosity continued
until the elections of Zah and
Sidney by tribal members who
were tired of the never-ending
fight, said Sidney.

Then Zah, who defeated Pe-
ter McDonald for the Navajo
leadership, called up Sidney
to talk., That small effort was
almost unheard of, said Zah.
“Was a time when you couldn’t
get a Navajo and a Hopi in

the same room to talk without

a federal mediator,” said Zah,

Now, Zah and Sidney spend
a great deal of time together to
spread the word of unity and
the value of discussing differ-
ences,

As if to highlight their new
harmony, Sidney told a joke to
the delegates. ““The only reason
I look up to Chairman Zah is
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