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I1 just had a most astounding
experience I1I1 spent three days
with a group of inupiaqqupjaq as they
celebrated a kinglkivglkivgi4 what a
blast
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the damage to die culture
was horrifying more than half
the cultural memory bank was
wipedmod out in one generation
those left behind felt thelie
responsibility of keeping a
culture alive whose oral history
went back beyondbeyondkn6jmcioiryOY and
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into thedie mists of pro history
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they were told and what they
remembered but they would
never be able to really capture
back the way it had been too
much time passed and too
many people died with their
knowledge unshared

the last kivgiq in memory
before its recent revival had
beenbf0 in 1915 the only
inottlcdgeknolddgeknolddge many had of some
ofortthc
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which assures liedie language andwid
history of thelie culture will
survive
and so the people here danced

for three nights in a row until
well after one and two in liethe

morning they danced and they

sang and they visited and they
laughedWOW
they had defied die odds not

only survived but triumphed
their leaders the whaling
captains had seen to it the
tntraditionsdillonsdiflons never died in thetile face

of tremendous odds they fought
to acekcekeepP tinethe traditions alive
and they succeeded beyond
anyon4wildestanyones wildest dreams

feremWwerem lucky prudhonprudhocpudhoe day
was 06burjandon our land and gave us
money for diouiowfctotodisstodis6todIs 6 do this

1

beyondbey0wg
I1

I1 wiI1

mememoryn0rar y aandd
ihtplifilto
i ii tthehei mists
of prehprehistoryht6ry0

atevte
ay h

you betktkt we were but ilit went
beyond luck money could
have been wasted it wwasntisntlsnt it
bought us a second chance at
keeping liethe inupiat culture
alive

inupialinupiat dance is now taught
in our scschoolsligols starting at liethe

youngest grades you could secsee
the influence this had on dielie

children attending thedie kivgiq
not only did licythey dance during
the invitational dances but they
danced well and with joy there
was noto hsihesitationhsitationC tation they knew
their tradition

there is one dance done at
kivgiq in which liedie dancers
form a long line they enter
from one side of hethe stage and
exit the other side while
dancing one group danced
with a mother leading uiodie line
anandd her little daughter bringing

PupP thothe rcarear the110 little girl was
sop smallsma it she almost fell over

pnomcanpn orno of ihothe moves but shesite
danloyddanloed her Wwayay aroundamund with thetile

groupgrou aand0 nevereverh faltered
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