
EditorialEditorial-Edito ririalal-ala-
lWell

-
EditorialWell

WellDomyBegichWell DoneDoneBegich,,Begich-BegichBegichT-
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The effectiveness of Senator Stevens and SenatorSenator-
Gravel

Senator-
GravelGravel duringduringthethe Alaska NativeN tive landlandclaimsclaims fight is , atat-
least

at-
leastleast , a highlyhijhly?; controversialcontroversialsubjectsubject ., There is muchmuchmoremoremore-
agreement

more-
agreementagreement on the job done bybyAlaskaAlaska Congressman NickNick-

Begich

Nick-

BegichBegichBegichonon the HouseBouse side .

When BegichBegicharrivedegich arrived in WashingtonWash ton as a freshmanfreshman-

congressman

freshman-

congressmancongressman last year , the outlook for aalairafairfairlair andand-
equitable

and-
equitableequitable landclaintSlandclaimsland claimsclaintS settlement was indeed bleak .

ChairmanChairm n Aspinall had proposedproposedaa billbillwhichwhichwhichwouldwouldwould-
ptovide

would-
provideprovideptovide less than 100,000100000100,000acres, acres to Natives ,. The rankingranking-
Republican

ranking-

RepublicanRepublican on the House Interior Committee , Rep .

John Saylor of Pennsylvania , hadhadangrilyangrilyangrilytoldtold lamelame-
duck

lame-
duckduck Congressman Howard Pollockfollock thattbat AlaskaAlaskawouldwouldwould-

never

would-

nevernever receive a claims settlement out of that committee .
"

The Alaska Senate delegation has predicted thatthatthatthethethe-
situatio

the-
situationsituationsituatiosituationonononthe-thethe.the-. house side would prohibit favorablefavorable-
cla

favorable-
claimsclaimsclans action .

Begich decided , his firstnrst priorityprioritywouldwould be to workwork-
toward

work-
towardtowardtowardaa settlement'settlement' of the claims . He won friendsfriends-

easily

friends-

easilyeasilyeasilyamongamongamongthethe House leadership , andandwas
'

was able to-
receive

toto-
receivereceive three committee assignments . The most imporintpor-intporimpor-intpor-

tant
impor-

tant

¬-

tant of these was his seat on the Interior committee ,

within that committee , he receivedreceivedanan assignment to thethe-
Indian

the-
IndianIndian Affairs Subcommittee.

The freshman congressman was careful to attendattendeveryeveryevery-
committee

every-

committeecommittee meeting , andand\overandoveran \, over 98 per cent of the HouselouseHouse-

roll

}louse-

rollrollrollcallscalls ., He hoped that, in workingworkingwithwithwithcolleaguescolleaguescolleagues-

from
colleagues-

fromfrom throughout the rest of the Unitedlnited! States , theythey-
would

they-
wouldwould be willing to give their attentionattention to thethe'settlethesettle' settlesettle-settle-
ment

¬.-
, ment of the AlaskaAla Native claims .

AveragingAveragingaa seventeen-hourseventeenhour- day, BegichBegiBegichwashhwaswas alsoalso-
careful

also-
carefulcareful to pay his ' respects'respects to hishiscolleaguescolleagues . Helie calledcalled-

them
called-

themthem before eacheachcommitteecommittee meetingmeetingtoto ensure a quorum .

He expressed his personal gratitude toto them when theythey-
showed

they-
showedshowed interest in the claimsclaims .

Helie won the respect off his colleagues ., They began toto-
share

to-
shareshare his belief that a fair andandequitableequitable settlement ofof-
the

of-
thethe landlandclaimsclaims was needed , andandneededneededthisneeded this year .

DuringDuringanan AFN meeting in Washington in mid-MarchmidMarch- ,

Begich told the,. 'groupgroup' , 'TimingTiminguTiming"Timing'" is important ., Don'tDontOon'tOontDon't-
"pass

'
" ''' ' '' 'pp"passpass'" passSS'jSSj"

Judgement' dg 'mentment'mentin' .'

.

Until\inin\ U you'You"you'"' can judge properly. GiveGivememe-me,- me-
a

me-
aa chance ," ,

s.s-
BegichBegichBBegichmasterfullygic masterfullymastemasterfullyexecutedfullyfullyexecexecutedexec ted hishi timing ., The1he: ,,

billbill-
movedmoved through ' the ' Indian AffairsAffaus SubcommitteeSubcommitee ,
throughthrothroughthe,., thee .,

fulfulfHoufull House InteriorInterior"committeeInteriorcommitteeInterior'committee"-committeec-ommittee"' , through thethe-
Rules

the-
RulesRules .CommitteeCommittee.GG..<)mmittee , and

. , throughJhrough
-;

' the'the' U.SUSUS-USU.S-U.SUSHouseU.SHouse., ., - House ofof-
Representatives

of-
RepresentativesRepresentatives ., . .

. '

,The House'House' bill is fcssless than what the AFNAFN is '

asking .
TheTlie split Native ,. selection (1818( million firstfust for villages ,

22 millionmillinmilli n after ' the ; statestate , completes its selections ) is-
undesirable

isis-

undesirableundesirable .
,

We hope that this cancacan , be corrected in ' thethe-
conference

the-
conferenceconference ' committee ., ButBu'tBut

'

40 million '-acres
a-cres'-acres
a-cres'acres is aa hellhellofofofan'imp-

rovementan-'improvementan-improvementan improvement'improvement' over 80,000acresand80,0008000080OOQ,
' acres-andacresandacres-anacresan- this is

,a tremen-trementremen-

dous
-.

dousdonsus creditcr dit to Begich'sBegichsegich ' 'effortseffgrtsfqrts ;;. ,

'"
One veteranveteran'lobbYlstveteranlobbYlstveteran '' lobbyist ' was heard to comment , "ItIt" ,

'jjisISIS-

tile

."

thetile best ,
individualindividualachievementachievement I havehav everever "' heardhardh ard for ,,

'-We
W-e'aa-aafreshm

-

freshmanfreshm congressmanongressmancongressman ., " We agreeagreeee .
.,

.- His
H- is. i1isHis persistancepersistancersistance , and the atmosphereat osphere ,. ofoof'honestyofhonesty(' honestyhonestyI I, inin-

which
in-

whichwhich1which ' he workedworked"wonworkedwon," , wonwon , the ., supportsupportsupprtsupp rt of'of' ChairmanCh irmari AspiAsp .¬.
nallannall.andnallandnall .andand., the House leadershipleadership-aleadershipa-a wellwell'deservedwelldeservedwell'deservedsupport'deservdeserv'deserved

.
ddsupportsupport . '

Well done , Congressman Begich>egi .

.


