
WhyWhy thethe.RavenstheRavens.Ravens Are AlwaysAlways ' Black
-

By GRACE SLWOOKOSLWOOKO-

Eskimos

SLWOOKO-

EskimosEskimos on St . Lawrence IsIs-IsIsl-
and

Is-
land

-¬-

land , an island in the Bering Sea ,;,'

used to believe the stories thatthat-
were

that-
werewere told by their parents to bebe-
true

be-
truetrue . These stories are now likelike-
fairy

like-
fairyfairy tales we now read in thethe-
books

the-
booksbooks . As we Eskimos don'tdontdon't-
have

don't-
have

'
have written language , they werewere-
told

were-
toldtold and told for ages by anyany-
one

any-
oneone that is interested enough toto-
remember

to-
rememberremember them and keep themthem-
in

them-
inin memory : generation after gengen-gen-
eration

gen-
eration

¬-

eration . Many many thanks toto-
the

to-
thethe education we can now keepkeep-
them

keep-
themthem without forgetting parts

. ..- ... . ,
_ . - - " .."- . --- .-

of them .
But this is the story of RavenRaven-

and
Raven-

andand the Owl , and how the RaRa-Ra-
ven

Ra-
ven

¬-

ven got black .
Once upon a time, the ravensravens-

and
ravens-

andand owls were allaU whitewhJte . NowNow-
Mr

Now-
MrMr . Owl was setting so quietlyquietly-
onon the rock , when Mr.. RavenRaven-
came

Raven-
camecame flying by and making aa-
few

a-
fewfew rounds over his place andand-
landed

and-
landedlandedlandedrightright by him . He waswas-
very

was-
veryvery lively , and seemed to bebe-
full

be-
fullfull of some very exciting plans .

When Mr . Owl finally gave himhim-
s

him-
somesomes me evidence of greeting , hehe-
told

he-
toldtold him of his idea. WhenWhen-
asked

When-
askedasked , Mr . Raven replied , "PlanPlan"Plan-"Plan-
ned

"Plan-
ned

" ¬-

ned a point for us ." How dodo-
you

do-
youyou like to be painted ?" heh

. . . . u _ . _ _ .. ,
_ __

-

asked . "IfIf" you give me mine , II-
would

I-
wouldwould give you your'syours' and wewe-
will

we-
willwill be spotted allalloverover, insteadinstead-
of

instead-
ofof plain white ."

When Mr ,. Owl agreed , hehe-
flew

he-
flewflew away for a while . Then hehe-
came

he-
camecame back with a bucket ofof-
black

of-
black

.
black paint.. "HereHere'Here"' , we will bebe-
nicer-. nicer with some design , on us ,"
he said as he landed ., So, Mr .

Raven got to work whilewhite Mr .

Owl sat so quietly . He putput-
spots

put-
spotsspots allalloverover Mr. Owl , somesome-
very

some-
veryvery tiny and some large , all soso-
pretty

so-
prettypretty . With a feather ,. he painpain-pain-
ted

¬.-
ted Mr . Owl ,. dipping it in aa-
black

a-
blackblack every once in a while.

He was so excited over hishis-
work

his-
workwork . He also was real proud of

. ... ,
.-- ..- .

his idea . Mr. Owl was beginbegin-begin-
ning

begin-
ning

¬-

ning to look very pretty. WhenWhen-
he

When-
hehe got , him done , oh he waswas-
so

was-
so

.
so beautiful. . "AlrightAlright'Alright"' , you areare-
done

are-
donedone .:"' "ItIt"'ItIt' is my turn to bebe-
painted

be-
paintedpainted , "MrMr" . Raven said asas-
he

as-
ehee sat down before Mr,. Owl..

So , Mr . Owl got to workwork-
after

work-
afterafter limbering up for a while .

He worked and worked so carecare-care-
fully

care-
fully

¬-

fully . Mr . Raven was beginningbeginning-
toto be very beautiful lookinglooking-
bird

looking-
birdbird now with spots tiny andand-
large

and-
largelarge . But Mr . Raven nevernever-
kept

never-
keptkeptalwayslikedhis mouth shut , he always
liked to say something , untiluntil-
sometimes

until-
sometimessometimes he got so aggravating .,

And thisth s time he kept brag-bragbrag-
ging

-. -',

ging ot\hisothisofhis\,,.,, idea , and how the

otherotherbirdsbirdsbirds couldould setsetfaiofaso longng aa-
time

a-
timetime without doing anything andand-
all

and-
allall that was alwaysalwan in his tune .
Mr . Owl couldn'tcouldnt' stand it anyany-
more

any-
moremore . He was getting so hateful..

And ohob , what a terrible thing Mr .

Owl did !

Poor Mr . Raven , he shouldshould-
just

should-
justjust not talk so much of howhow-
smart

how-
smartsmartdumpedthehe was. Mr . Owl dumped
the whole black paint on Mr-MrMr-
Raven

Mr -.
Raven ! Poor Mr . Raven ,. shouldshould-
just

should-
justjust not talktalksoso much of howhow-
smart

how-
smartsmart he was.. He flew away soso-
silently

so-
silentlysilentlyshineyblack, now he has a shiney
black coat with some feathers '

in deep shiney blue .

So , up to this day the ravensravens-
are

ravens-
areare black and the owls are spotty .


