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Schoolwork is ForeignFore-'ignFore-ign to Gambell Students
By MADELYNMADELMADELYN-SHULMANMADELYNSHULMANMADELYNSHULMANStaff

YN.SHULMANYNSHULMANYN.SHULMAN-
Staff

.-SHULMAN
Staff WriterWriter-

Empty

Writer-

EmptyEmptyEmptyofof children , the sese-sese-
ventheighth

se-
ventheighth

¬-

venth/eighthventheighth/ grade classroomclassroom-
inin GambellGnbelliookslooks about the samesame-
as

same-
asas a classroom anywhere in the

United States . InIn the front ofof-
the

of-
thethe room , a green tinted blackblack-black-
board

black-
board

¬-

board is freshly washed . In thethe-
back

the-
backback of the room , a modern sinksink-
and

sink-
andand counter provide hot andand-
cold

and-
coldcold runningrunningwaterwater .'" MoldedMolded-
plastic

Molded-
plasticplastic chairs , circa mid 19SOs19pOs1960s(

balance precariously eacheachnightnightnight-
atop

night-
atopatop functionally modernmodem woodwood-
an

wood-
andandan

.
metal school desks .,

Outside the big picture winwin-win-
dows

¬.-
dows , the students live in oiloil-
heated

oil-
heatedheated homes ofofdriftwooddriftwood ,

scrap lumber andandIandtarpaper
I'

tarpaper .

There , the heat comescc.mesccmes.. from oiloil-
stoves

oil-
stovesstoves . Water is hauledhalded from thethe-
well

the-
wellwell , the heavy buckets balancedbalanced-
onon a pole acrossacr ss straight EskimoEskimo-
shoulders

Eskimo-
shouldersshoulders .

In the dim morning light ,
old wdmenwrnen go down to the

edge of the nearby ocean toto-
collect

to-
collectcollect clams and mussels , seasea-sea-
weed

¬.-

weed and sea vegetables to addadd-
to

add-
toto their diet.. Behind the anaana-ana-
chronistic

¬.-
chronisticchonistic( modern school builbuil-builbuil-
ding

¬:-
ding the ocean laps closer eacheach-

Continued

each-

Continued( Continued on page 7)7)
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WHERE WILL SHE GO-JustGOJust-- entering first grade , this littlelittle-
gIrl's

little-
girl'sgirl'sgirls' world in Gambell , Alaska is living her Eskimo languagelanguage-
and

language-
andand culture ; bounded by inadequate housing and isolation fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe rest of the world . On the edge of United States territoryterritory-
how

territory-
howhow well does the white oriented school system serve her ?
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GamGambellStudentsGambeHStudentsbell ,'
.:Students :

'
( Continued fromfrom pagep ge 1)111)
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year .
"TheThe"" older children findfmd itit-

difficult
it-

difficultdifficult to relate to their school-schoolschool-
work

school-
work

school-
work

-
" .work ,:" explained , GarobellGambeUGambell prinprin-prin-

cipal
prin-

cipal
¬-

cipal Bob McHenry . TheirTheir-
books

Their-
booksbooks , theirtheir'schoolworktheirschoolwork'schoolworkschoolworkschoolork' ", , are allall-
very

all-
veryvery much the samesamesameasas the stanstan-stan-
dard

¬.-
dard curricula inin'theinthe"' the lower 48 ,. ,

Cheerfully , the seventh graders
readroadgradersreadgradersroadfifth grade editions'ditionsditions' ofof-
schoolroom

of-
schoolroomschoolroom ' Reader'sReadersR ader'saders' Digest..
They study math problems withwith-
apples

with-
applesapples andandorangesoranges and readread-
about

read-
aboutabout young people who climbclimb-
trees

climb-
treestrees , mow grass and live inin-
brightly

in-
brightlybrightly painted tree shadedshaded-
houses

shaded-
houseshouses on quiet suburban streets .

In GambellG31 bell , there is onlyonly-
the

only-
thethe ocean , the endless pebbledpebbled-
beach

pebbled-
beachbeach on which thethe'illagevillage\'illage'illageillage\' isis-
built

is-
builtbuilt , the towering long , lowlawlaw-
mountain

low-
mountainmountain , the walrus hunts andand-
whaling

and-
whalingwhaling boats , the fisherman andand-
the

and-
thethe welfare checks .

Next week . 36 ofo% the childrenchildren-
from

children-
fromfrom the Gambell school will-willwill-
go

will-
go

-,

go to Oregon-forOregonfor- six weeks inin-
anotqer

in-
anotheranotheranotqer world . The entire third ,

fourth and fifth grades from thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool are going . For six weeks ,
the children will be scatteredscattered-
inin classroomscIssroomscI ssrooms amidst other whitewhite-
and

white-
andand Indian students . A specialspecial-
fund

special-
fundfundfundwillwill provide new clothesclothes-
bought

clothes-
boughtbought in Oregon and designeddesigned-
toto make them blend into thethe-
loca

the-
locallocallocalocalclassrooms! classroomsclassroom .

Paid for by Title I funds ,

the trip is part of a culturalcultural-
enrichment

cultural-
enrichmentenrichment program-toprogramto- help thethe-
children

the-
childrenchildren to "relaterelate" " to theirtheir-
schoolwork

their-
schoolworkschoolwork . ,

"UpUp" to the fourth , grade thethe-
the

thethe-
thethe kids are on an even keel ,"
explainedex lained McHenry . "AfterAfter" thatthat-
bilingual

that-
bilingualbilingual kids have a tendency toto-
'drop

to-
'drop'dropdrop' off ., due to an inabilityinability-
toto relate to their schoolwork ."

Most of the children who willwill-
go

will-
gogo on the trip speak Eskimo inin-
their

in-
theirtheir homes... A few haveh ve beenbeen-
to

been-
toto Anchorage . Many have nevernever-
been

never-
beenbeen off St . Lawrence Island .

They will go strange places-placesplaces-
Nome

places-
Nome

places-
Nome

-
Nome , Anchorage , Juneau , Sit-SitSit-
ka

Sit-
ka

Sit-
ka

-

ka and Oregon . For some it isis-
like

is-
likelike a forthcoming trip into heahea-hea-
ven

¬.-
ven , described one parent..

"SheShe" talks about nothingnothing-
else

nothing-
elseelse ," one mother saidsaidaboutabout herher-
little

her-
littlelittle girl who is going to Oregon .

Till the wee hours of the mormor-mormor-
ning

¬.-

ning , excited children whisperwhisper-
inin soft Siberian Eskimo dialectdialect-
about

dialect-
aboutabout a trip into another world .

, It is eagerly awaited , partiallypartially-
feared

partially-
fearedfeared . One question remains .

After their trip., living with ruralrural-
families

rural-
familiesfamilies.,, seeing the way peoplepeople-
live

people-
livelive outside , what willill the 3636-
Eskimo

36-
EskimoEskimo children think of theirtheir-
village

their-
villagevillage ? The poverty ? The ever-everever-
present

ever-
present

ever-
present

-

present wind and seasea1? _
Doug Crispin , the brandbrandviewnewnewviewnew-

seventh
view-

seventhseventh grade teacher in GambellGambell-
worried

Gambell-
worriedworried

,
about this effect.. ThisThis-

year
This-

yearyear , he and his wife are new toto-
the

to-
thethe village .

Methodically , he can pointpoint-
t9

point-
tptpt9 problems in his curriculum .

A seventh ' grade science book isis-
beyond

is-
beyondbeyond his youngsters ' experiexperi-experi-
ence

¬.-
ence . Their reading material isis-
oreign

is-
foreignforeignoreign( .

One niehtnimtnight duringdurinll mymv staystav.instavin,. inin-
Gambellstav.inGambellGambell , I watched a seventhseventh-
grade

seventh-
gradegrade youngster eagerly.

readingreadirigreadirig-
a

reading-
aa children'schildrenschildren's-children'sbook' '- book , translatedtranslated-
from

translated-
fromfrom ' Swedish , about two EskiEski-Eski-
m

Eski-
mo

¬-
mommomochildrenchildren in GreenlandGreenland-GreenlandAs.- As anan-
aunt

an-
aunt

'-

entire
e-

ntire
'-
entirefamily

,'
auntauntrauntreadaunt

r'read'read''-read
r-
ead' thetheI 'bookbookI'

, the entireentire-
familyfamily

'
listened :

*

intently ., SomeSome-Some-
how

-
¬

how , the Readers Digest dones'tdonestdones't-
get

dones't-
get

'
get taken home that way .

"HowHow"Howcan" can JfIfconvinceIconvinceconvince ,
thesethese-

kids
these-

kidskids thatthai they
',

i| should continuecontinuecontinue-
school

continue-
schoolschool and gog on to highhighschoolhighschool-
asks

.schoolschool.,
school-

asksasks Doug Crispin
'

. "WhyWhy"'"Why shouldshould-
they

should-
theythey ?" If they become huntershunters-
and

hunters-
andand ivory carvers , like theirtheir-
fathers'wha

their-
fathersfathersfatherswhatfathers'whafatherswhafatherswhat'use, -whatwhat-what'usewhat'usewhatuse-' ' useise'' is highhighschoolschool..
Many children go away to schoolschoo-
ltoMt

school-
toHighSchioltO'MttOMtto ', Mt ,. Edgecumbe , Nome High
SchoolSchiol& 1001, Anchorage . ManyManyrere-rere-
turnThey

rere-
turn

-.'
turnTheyturn'Theyturn .

,
.'They drop out..

1SEGRISEGRISEGRresearcher.researcherresearcher.', JudithJudith-
Kleinfeld

Judith-
KleinfeldKleinfeld is one , of a teamteamofteamofr-
esearchers

,ofof-
researchersresearchersdropoutsfromstudying dropouts
from the boarding home propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram . The .,;'dropoutdropout' raterat.erate. forfor-
Gambell

for-
GambellGambell students is high-espe-highespehildt-espehildt-- -.

cially in Anchorage and at'MtatMtat ' ,
Edgecumbe . :

,
T"eyTeyThey" seem toto-

adjust ''

adjust better ininNome .
Principal Bob McHenry is trytry-trytry-

ing
try-

ing
¬-

ing tot start a ninth grade classclass-
in

class-
inin Gambell , using the servicesrvicesofofof-
a

of-
aa local missionary whwho is a certi-certicerti-
'fied

certi-
'fled

certi-
fied

-
'fiedfied'fledfled' high school teacher . ., MostMost-
people

Most-
peoplepeople in the village agree withwith-
the

with-
thethe ideajdea . The idea of theirtheir-
children

their-
childrenchildren having an alternativealternative-alternative-
not

alternative-
not

-
not having to stay home and dodo-
nothing

do-
nothingnothing or go away to school-schoolschool-
is

-
is very.,. attractive .

Last year , the idea stopped atat-
Nome

at-
NomeNome school board . In thethe-
meantime

the-
meantimemeantime , children continuecontinue-
coming

continue-
comingcoming home from school , join ¬.
ing the youngyoung peopler.eoplereople. in thethe-
'iJlage

the-
villagevillage\'iJlage'iJlageiJlage\' who don t quite knowknow-
what

"
what they are doing . Last week ,
Wien agent Gerald Kanooka ,,
planned to go to Nome for aa-
BIA

a-
BIABIA meeting , and inquire aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe chances for starting a ninthninth-
grade

ninth-
gradegrade in GambellGambeU .

In her first grade and "beginbegin"begin-"begin-
ner

" ¬.-
ner " classroom , Mary CrispinCrispin-
teaches

Crispin-
teachesteaches children who maymayormayor-
may

oror-
maymay not understand her lessonslessons-
inin English . She and, h6rherh r husbandhusband-
spent

husband-
spentspent two years teaching in thethe-
Peace

the-
PeacePeace Corps.. She is used toto-
speaking

to-
speakingspeaking with large , enthusiasticenthusiastic-
gestures

enthusiastic-
gesturesgestures .

As. their lesson last week , thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst graders and "beginnersbeginners" "
composed story books.. TheyThey-
drew

They-
drewdrew the pictures and told theirtheir-
stories

their-
storiesstories to Mrs.. Crispin whowwho-
wrote

oo-
wrotewrote them down . The booksbbooks-
are

QksQks-
areare filledfiUed with houses , brothersbrothers-
and

brothers-
andand sister , wild animals . Often ,
they have few words-symptowordssymptowords-sympto-wordssympto-
matic

wordssympto-
matic

'
- -¬-

matic of how much that'that childchild-
can

child-
cancan express in English.. OneOne-
little

One-
littlelittle girl , a sad eyed brownbrown-
haired

brown-
hairedhaired child writes brilliantlybrilliantly-
imaginative

brilliantly-
imaginativeimaginative stories.. QtherOther chilchil-chil-
dren

¬.-
dren struggle .

"ThereThere" is a great difference inin-
the

in-
thethe children among those whowho-
went

who-
wentwent to Head Start andana thosethose-
who

those-
whowho did not ," explainedexplamed Mrs .

CriseinCrispinCrispin in classifying hethef "beginbegin"begin-"begin-
ners

""; ¬.-

ners ' versusversUs first gradersgrader's' . HeadHead-
Start

Head-
StartStart teachers are all nativenative-
women

native-
womenwomenwomen who have attended aa-s a-
specialspecialecials course in Fairbanks .
Most have high school diplomas .

Next year , the first grade inin-
GambeU

in-
GambellGambellGambeUGambeUmayGambellmaymay be part of a newnew-
bilingual

new-
bilingualbilingual program , similar to thatthat-
in

that-
inin the Bethel area.. TeachersTeachers-
assistant

Teachers-
assistantassistant Susan Campbell is beingbeinbeing-
groomedgroomed for the role of EskimoEskimo-
teacher

Eskimo-
teacherteacher . Together , she and Mrs .

Crispin plan lessons , discuss meme-meme-
thods

¬.-
thods and motivation .,

Many GambellGambeU children comecome-
to

come-
toto school early in the morning-morningmorning-
to

-
to wash up in the , school bathbath-bath-
room

bath-
room

¬-
room , oneone of therfew-intowntherfewintownthe-Jew'in.towntheJewin.towntheJew'in.townJewintowntheJew'in.town'-
with

thefew_- ,
-' intownintown'-

with
,.

with'with' running ' water . AfterAfter-
school

After-
schoolschool , :; except on nights'nights'

whenwhen-
there

when-
therethere are special classes , thethe-
buildi

the-
buildingbuildingbuildi g is locked . Often , thethe-
children

the-
childrenchildrenchildrenIchildrenplay

I,
play on .thethe. front stop ,.

finding shelter fromfrorn the ever-everever-
present

ever-
pr

ever-
present

-
presentpr sent Arctic Ocean winds inin-
the

in-
thethetheshelteredsheltered area next to thethe-
big

the-
bigbig wooden doors...

"OfOf"" course its an alien eleele-eleele-
ment

¬.-
ment in this towntowJ\towJtowJcomments\,,"'. ' commentscomments-
aa BIA teacher . "ButBut" its beenbeen-
he're

been-
hereherehe're

'

,
sosO long it'sits' '-aa'-aa' a '- partpartypartyof. off thethe-

'village'villagevillage', village-villagevillageThe.--, The people accept it .

The question remains whetherwhether-
the

whether-
thethe children each 'dayday'daycompare' comparecomparecompare-
their

compare-
theirtheir tiny homeshomesto, to thetheIthebrightly

I

brightlybrightly-
lit

brightly-
litJitlit, school.. On their newlynewly-
forming

newly-
formingforming scale of values , how willwill-
their

will-
theirtheir traditional life and culture'culture'culture-
place

'

culture-
placeplace ?
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