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children,

Most educators who serve

that the result, in terms of

Indian student achievement,

has been dramatic. More In-

are en-
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recently compiled results of

two dozen studies which found

shown that certain types of in-




(Continued from Page Eleven)
parents spend time with. their
children to improve the child’s
attitude and consequently their
performance in schools.
~Programs of  parental
involvement- which are well
planned, long term and com-
prehensive have a much more
dramatic effect on student
achievement than do one-shot,
public relations, one visit to

the school a year programs. -
~The type of parent involve-
ment does not appear to make
as much difference as the ex-
tent of parent involvement.
However, parents that have
maximum communication and
interfacing with their child's
teachers are almost certain to
make a difference. It is im-
portant. that Indian parents are
visible ih the school setting,

-~ As mentioned above, paren-

tal involvement seems particu-
larly important where Indian
students are a minority of the
student population and there
are few, or perhaps no, Indian
people working for the school.
Title IV and JOhnson OMalley
parent committees have shown
4 consistent, long term way

that parents can become in-

volved in school, It should

start with the relationship with

administrator and school
boards.

In summary, Indian parents
have a right and responsibility
to be involved in the education
of their children and their in-
volvement will help their chil-
dren to accept the mainstream

American values and goals
while still maintaining their
own sense of unigueness and
identity. Parental involvement
is & concept that cannot be
reduced by budget cutbacks
and will remain a fundamental
part of education for the fore-
seeable future.



