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The Tradition ofof-

Whaling
of-

WhalingWhaling FestivalFestival"-
It."ItItI.ItIIt" is very beautiful and impressive thatthataa village like thisthis-

honors
this-

honorshonors its hunters in that manner . " This is what a visitor toto-

Point
to-

PointPoint Hope said to the editor as the whaling celebrationcelebration-
unfolded

celebration-
unfoldedunfolded on the first day of its three-daythreeday- durationduration-

lThis
.

"ThisThis/lThislThis"/ is super fantastic , " remarked lanky Charlie SuterSuter-
using, using his well known manner1)1ann11annmanner') r of speech . Charlie is the friendfriend-

of
friend-

ofof the editor for quite a few years . They had gone to witnesswitness-
the

witness-
the .the recent ancient rite . "ItIt"'ItIt' is very impressive , " CharlieCharlie-
added

Charlie-
addedadded .

And so ititwaswas . The Qaqruq (the whaling festival ) was asas-

impressive
as-

impressiveimpressive as it always was . Even with touches of modernmodemmodern-
innovations"the

modem-
innovationsinnovationsinnovations"theinnovationsthe,".-

the
t-
he. the event was soul-stirringsoulstirring- as ever . Its ancientancient-

origin
ancient-

originorigin andarid intent could be felt even through the aroma. of hothot-

coffee
hot-

coffeecoffee mixed with distinctive scent of traditional MekiaqMekiaq-

whale
Mekiaq-

whale( whale meat curedcureq in approximately 12 days until its tastetaste-

becomes
taste-

becomesbecomes tangy ) . ItIt was served to the successful whalingwhaling-

captains
whaling-

captainscaptains and their crews along with scores of villagers andand-
visi

and-

visitorsvisitorsvisi tors .

The umiaks ( whaling skinboats ) had been pulled up a fewfew-

minutes
few-

minutesminutes earlier from the hummocked sea ice on to thethe-

northside
the-

northsidenorthside grounds of the QaqmaqtuuqQagmagtuuq . whaling society .

(Ungasaqsikaaq , the southside society , did not get a singlesingle-

whale
single-

whalewhale this year . The two societies are , more or less , friendlyfriendly-
whaling

friendly-
whalingwhaling rivals ) . The unique crafts werewere elevated ohon the flatflat-

sleds
flat-

sledssledssledsset.upset-upsetupset.upsetup-. on their sides according toto tradition-ThetraditionThetraditionThetradition . -, The sledssleds-

had
sleds-

hadhad been used to haul the umiaks toto favorable sites wherewhere-

bowhead
where-

bowheadbowhead whales were likely to surface on their wayway-

migratingmigratingigrating toward the Canadian Arctic . The umiakumiak paddlespaddles-
were

paddles.-

werewere.were,. set ' up1.lP1lPalp. along thehe outward flare of the gunwhale of the >',

open boats giving the whaling crafts a dramatic distinctiondistinction-
only

distinction-
onlyonly to be seen'seen' at such events . Poles were raised at the bowsbows-

of
bows-

ofof the three successful umiaks .. The weapons were set at thethe-
ready

the-
readyready . American flags were strung up on each of the poles .

At the center pole , the Alaska flag was furled beneath thethe-

nation's
the-

nation'snation'snations' flag .
'

DonaldDonad! OktollikQktollikOktollik , . the village Episcopalian priest , camecame-

forward
came-

forwardforward and-andandgave-: gave blessing to the whaling captains and theirtheir-
crews. crews and then to the villagers andandvisitorsvisitors .. It was reverentreverent-
andandnd dignified . The crews were served Mekiaq along withwith-
coffee

with-
coffeecoffee , tea and doughnutsdoug nuts both Eskimo and Western style .

Then the crowd was givengiyen the signal to help itself on the restrest-
of

rest-
ofof the generous provisions of food . '

That first day of the festivalfesti al was brief , long enough to givegive-

the
give-

thethe people time to-totoeat'-, eatp° t , but the scene had been set for thethe-
following

the-
followingfollowing twotwQtwodays.:,

, days of feasting and light-heartedlightheartedlight-heartheart- d fellowship .

At the end of
,
the ritual , theth 'editor'seditors' nephew walkedwalked-

through
walked-

throughthrough the crowdcrowdalong,along with a blond , youngishyqungish man whowho-
said

who-
saidsaid , "HowardHoward" , I love your villagevill ge . It is sosso unique andand-
pleasant

and-
pleasantpleasant . And the people - they are so friendly and real.., " He '

pausedpausedlAnd. "AndAnd/lAndlAnd"/ what I have just seen - it is so beautiful andand-
impressive

and-
impressiveimpressive . It is beautiful that

'

a village like this honors itsits-

huntc

'

huntershuntcochuntc :s; in that manner . "
I' :

The speaker of the sagesagesageevaluationevaluation of thethePoint'Point.Point., HopeHope-

ritual

'

ritual . was none other than John Denver , the famousfamfamous-
entertainer

usus-

entertainerentertainer ., Denver ' was with several people
, at the villagevillage-

filming
village-

filmingfilming a movie1'movievie . ;

At thee end of thethqth , two days of thethethreedaythe-three-daythethreeday-thethreedaycelebration' -three-daythreeday.three-day.threeday.three-
. -- celebration ,

Charlie Suter and the editor boarded a plane toto return toto-

FairbanksCharlie
to-

Fairbanks'CharlieFairbanks'CharlieFairbanksCharlieFairbanks-CharlieFairbanksCharlie., '- t6to his pipelinerpipeiiner impacted generalgen ral deliverydelivery-
letter

delivery-
letterletter job in the U.SUS. . Post Office and

.

the editor to his jobjob-

with
job-

withwith this newspaper .

Charlie reflected'reflected'reflectedlHoward' , "HowardHoward/lHowardlHoward"/ , that whaling festival waswas-

super
was-

supersuper great.. " '
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RegardingRegardingFuelFuel
RegardingFuelShortages

ShortagesSlwrtages
ShortagesUnited

United States SenateSenate-

Committee
Senate-

Committee
Senate-

CommitteeCommittee on CommerceCommerce-
Washington

Commerce-
Washington

Commerce-
WashingtonWashington , D.CDC. ..' 2051C205102051C-

June
20510-

June
2051C-

JuneJune 23 , 197519151975-

DonaldDonald S ,. DorseyDorsey-

Manager
Dorsey-

ManagerManager & GeneralGener31 Supt.

perationsANICAAlaskan OperationsperationsOperations-
ANICA

)
ANICA.IncANICAIncANICA ., Inc !. ,

1306 Second AvenueAvenue-

Seattle
Avenue-

SeattleSeattle , Washington 9810198101-

Dear

98101-

DearDear
,

Donald :

Thank you very much for youryour-

recent
your-

recentrecent letter regarding fuelfuel-

shortages
fuel-

shortagesshortages in several areas ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska , due to new housinghousing-

construction
housing-

constructionconstruction . I have long beenbeen-

aware
been-

awareaware of this problem , and havehave-

worked
have-

workedworked in the past in attemptttempt toto-

help
to-

helphelp alleviate this situation .

IIcancan certainly understandundersumd youryour-

frustration
your-

frustrationfrustration , and your desire to seesee-

steps
see-

stepssteps taken to solve this problem .

I have contacted the agenciesagencies-

involved
agencies-

involvedinvolved in this matter , and askask-

that
ask-

thatthat they make themselves awareaware-

of
aware-

ofof this problem , and do whateverwhatever-
they

whatever-
theythey can to help alleviate itit01.1. You\01.101.1You-

can
\'01.-

1can

.
capcan be assurec thatthat-thatI'- I will dodo-

whatever
do-

whateverwhatever I can to beb of assistance8Sistance8Sistance-
in

assistance-
in

$
in this matter . When I receive aa-

reply
a-

replyreply from thesethse! agenciesagenci s , I willwin be

back in contact withwi th you .

With best wishes *,
CordiallyCordi&llyCordilly& ,

Ted StevensStevens-
United

Stevens-
UnitedUnited States SenatorSenat-

orFuel

Senat-

orFuelFuelShortageShortage-
ProblemsProblemsProblemsCo-

ngress
ProblemsCo-

ngressCongress ofC the United StatesStates-
House

States-
House

States-
HouseHouse ofoC RepresentativesRepresentatives-
Washington

Representatives-
WashingtonD.C

Representatives-
WashiWashingtonWashingtonD.CWashingtonDCWashi ngton , D.CDC. . 2051520515-

June
20515-

June
20515-

JuneJune 1919,197519197519,1975-

Mr

, 19751975-

MrMr. Donald S . DorseyDorsey-
Manager

Dorsey-
Manager

Manager1'AlaskanManager'Alaskan
Manager1Manager
'AlaskanAlaskan' OperationsOperations-
ANICA

Operations-
ANICAANICA , Inc .

1306 Second AvenueAven'ueAvenue
'

, Rm . 408408-

Seattle
408-

SeattleSeattle , WashingtonWashington-

Dear

Washington-

DearDear Mr . Dorsey :

Thank you for providing meme-

with
me-

withwith a copy of your1your letterlelt/'rlelt'rrlelt'r-
addressed

letter-
addressed

/.'
addressed to John Moore ,

regarding the anticipated fuelfuel-

supply
fuel-

supplysupply problems tot the villagesvillages-

this
villages-

thisthis comcominging winter .

The letter was well donedon , and II-

hope
I-

hopehope , will jar the executive branchbranch-

into
branch-

intointo a coordinated effort toto-

aleviate
to-

aleviatealeviate the problem .

I have contactedcmlacted(; CommissionerCommissioner-
Thompson

Commissioner-
ThompsonThompson urging him to actact-

quickly
act-

quicklyquickly on developing a plan .

ThanKThan you for bringing youryour-

Continued

your-

Continued

your-

Continued( Continued 6nonn Page 6)6)

Non-ClaimsNonClaims-
NonClaimsReserves
Reserves-ReservesReserves-

May
Reserves-

May
-.

May Do OkayOkayW-

hether

OkayW-

hetherWhether or not Alaska NativeNativ-
egroups

Nativ-
egroupsgroups that chose not toto-

participate
to-

participateparticipate in the Federal NativeNative-
Claims

Native-
ClaimsClaims Act can survive has been anan-

open
an-

openopen question and a report on aa-

visit
a-

visitvisit to four such groups by BushBush-
.Reporter

Bush-

Reporter.fceporterfceporter.ReporterReporter. Lael MorganMorffln suggests aa-

strong
a-

strongstrong "yesyes" " in the current issueissue-

of
issue-

ofof Alaska MagazineMafflzine .

Ms. MorganMorffln , whose beat is thethe-

Bush
the-

BushBush for the magazinemaga-inemagaine?- , reports inin-

the
in-

thethe eleventh of her series onon-

Native
on-

NativeNative Alaska that StSt.. LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland , Venetie , Elim , Tetlin ,
Klukwan and Metlakatla , villagesvilb.gesvilbgesvilb.ges-
tha

villages-

that
.

thattha t decided to "gogo" it alonealone"arealonearealone"aret-
hriving

,
, "areare"IreIret-

hriving
.!

thriving .
'

Moreover , reports Ms . Morgan ,

"ItIt"fmanciallyforfinanciallytormaymaybebe rough going Financiallyfmancially
forfortor those who . . ,. went thethe-

reservation
the-

reservationreservation routeroutelroutelbut, but . . . theythey-

might
they-

mightmight have the greater power toto-

control
to-

controlcontrol their destinies ."
The, July issue of AlaskaAlaska-

Magazine
Alaska-

MagazineMagazine , which will be on sale atat-

newsstands
at-

newsstandsnewsstands thisth week , 'alsoalsotalsotalso-

contains

' also-

containscontains the wry reminiscences ofof-

an
of-

anan urban mature matron who waswas-

persuaded
was-

persuadedpersuaded by her son to spend aa-

summer
a-

summersummer season set-nettingsetnetting- forfor-

sahnon
for-

salmonsalmonsahnon in southeastern Alaska .

Mrs ,. GertrudeGertrud Bardarson , ofof-

Seattle
of-

SeattleSeattle , summarizes thethe-
misadventures

the-
misadventuresmisadventures ofofaa summer on thethe-

nets
the-

netsnets that she and a womanwoma-
ncompanion

woma-
ncompanioncompanion experienced ly6y6y-

saying
l?yy-

sayingsaying :

"WeWe" hadn'thadnt' made $370370$ whilei1e wewe-

slept
we-

sleptslept , nor did we earn $11$1,5001500$ ,500500, fatfor ' aa-

full
a-

fullfull day'sdays' workwarwork!',, but there werewere-

other
were-

otherother compensations . We hadhad-

discovered
had-

discovereddiscovered that there is noJ1Opo; rest soso-

satisfying
so-

satisfyingsatisfying as the deep dreamlessdreamlesdreamless-

sleep
$

sleep ' of the physically tired andand-

mentally
and-

mentally'relaxedmentallymentally'relaxedmentallyrelaxed'relaxedrelaxed'
. . ., Our rewardrewardsrewards-

had
$

ha'dhadhid' been in a different coin thanthan-
'we

'
'wewe;'we had anticipated ."

In addition , the July issue ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaska MagazineMa zine covers a varietyvariety-
of'of'of' timely features(eatures that range fromfrom-
a

;','
a report , by Rev . Louis L. RentierRenner , .,

S.JSJ. . , on the King Island Eskimos j'
totoio a story on sailing in PrincePrince-
William

Prince-
WilliamWilliam Sound by Neil Johannsen .

Other stories andan4 features havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen selected by the editors toto-

reflect
to-

reflectreflect "LifeLife" on the LastLast-

Frontier
Last-

FrontierFrontier ."

Historic FilmFilm-FilmFil-
mThe

Fil-
mThe
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"PRAYERPRAYER" TOTCrTHETHE'THE' GREAT MYSTERYMYSTERY-MYSTERYSIOUX- SIOUXSIOUX-SIOUXSIOUXA"- Aphoto takentaken-
by

taken-
byby "thethe"" shadow catcher ," Edward S . Curtis , in the early 1900's1900s' . CurtisCurtis-

.and

Curtis-

and.andand., and his historic pictorial record of the Indians he loved are the subjectssubjects-
pI

subjects-
ofpfpIof the' documentarycunientaryd THE SHADOW CATCHER , tonight at 8:00800: p.mpm. .

on channel 9 in Fairbanks . The show will be seen in Anchorage andand-

Bethel
and-

BethelBethel on PBS stations soon .

. By MARC OLSONOLSON-

Historic
OLSON-

Historic
OLSON-

HistoricHistoric filmsfms and photographsphotographs-
ofof Indian life in the west andand-

northwest
and-

northwestnorthwest United States will bebe-

seen
be-

seenseen in Fairbanks thisthi weekweek,, andand-

in
and-

inin the Bethel and Anchorage areasareas-

in
areas-

inin the near future . TheThe-

presentation
The-

presentation.presentationpresentation., should be of interestinterest-
toto Alaska Natives .

"TheTheHThe" Shadow Catcher .." aa-

special
a-

specialspecial PBS documentary , is. aa-

historic
a-

historichistoric record of AmericanAmerican-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian culture , from the earlyearly-

1900's
early-

1900's1900's900s1900's1900s' films and journals of a manman-

obsessed
man-

obsessedobsessed with catching the pastpast-

before
past-

beforebefore it slipped away . ,

"TheThe" Shadow Catcher ," will bebe-

seen
be-

seenseen in-ininFairbanks- Fairbanks on KUACKUAC-

channel
KUAC-

channelchannel 9 , on Wednesday , July 9 ,

at 8:00800: p.mpm. . (tonight ) , and againagain-

on
again-

onon Saturday , July 12 , at 10:301030:
',
,

panpm .

The documentary is thethe-

biography
the-

biographybiography of Edward S. Curtis ,"
,

whowhoo spent more than 30 yearsyear-
sphotographing

,

photographing the North ,

American IndiansIn4ians because he waswas-

convinced
was-

convincedconvinced that their memoriesmemOIiesmemOIie-
sand

memories-
and

:
and traditions wouldwouldsoonsoonsoonsoon-

disappear

'

disappear forever .

The Indians called Curtis "thethe""the-

shadow
"the-

shadowshadow catcher"" because theythey-

understood
they-

understoodunderstood his dependence uponupon-

light
upon-

lightlight and shadow to make imagesimages-
with

images-
withwith his camcameraera .

Using a box camera and 14 byby-

17inch
by-

17inch17-inch17inch- glass plates , CurtisCurtis-

photo
Curtis-

photographedphotographedphoto!aphed Indian tribes in

New Mexico , Arizona , CaliforniaCaliforria ,

andand-CanadaandCanadaan&CanadaanCanada-& Canada in the period between
1896 and 1930 . In 1899 he waswas-
invited

was-
invitedinvited to join a major scientificscientific-
expedition

scientific-
expeditionexpedition to the Bering Sea asas-

on
as-

oneoneon of the official photographers .

Over the years , he took 40,0004000040,00-
0photographs

40,00-
0photographs

,

photographs , recorded some
10,00010000, songs on earlyeaearlyp-
honograph

rlyrly-
phonographphonograph equipment , and usedused-
aa hand cranked movie camera toto-

produce
to-

produceproduce a filmfUm entitled In thethe-
Land

the-
LandLand of the Head Hunters .

He used motion pictures , still aa-

primitive
a-

primitiveprimitive process , because hehe-

wanted
he-

wantedwanted to portray the IndianIndian-
Culture

Indian-
CultureCulture and spirit as he saw it andan-
ddispell

an-
ddispelldidispellsp ell ., the popularpopularmi-
sconceptions

popularmi-
sconceptionsmisconceptions about Indian life .

His work is the mostmmostst extensive andand-

am
and-

ambitiousambitiousambitious anthropologicalanthrop ological projectprojecproject-
ever

tt-
everever undertaken .

Footage from In the Land of thethe-
HeadHead Hunters ,, still pictures , and aa-

sound
a-

sound, sound track containing originaloriginal-

ltWian
original-

ranIndianltWianran music is used to recreaterecreate-
t1i

recreate-
utet1iute culture Curtis saw in his yearsyears-
among: among the Indians .

"TheThe" ShadowShadowCatcherCatcher-Catcher'- " hashas-
been, been praised by such publicationspublications-
as, as the VillageVilla e Voice .., New YorkYor-
kmt

York-
PostPostmt!mtlnd, and/lndlnd/ New

. _
York TimesTlI11es .

Through'Through' its look into Indian lifelife-
as

life-
asas it was in America many yearsyears-
ago

years-
agoago The Shadow Catcher shouldshould-

provide
should-

provideprovide insight into NativeNative-
American

Native-
AmericanAmerican culture today .


