Session plans
research, action
to save Arctic life

by Tricla King

Exclusively for the Tundra Times

FAIRBANKS — The alarming decline of some Arctic and sub- Arctic
plants and animals prompted urgent intemational meetings in Fuirbanks
earlier this month. .

Scientists and political lenders from Canada, Denmark. Finland.
Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Russian and the U.S. - all signers ol the
Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy (AEPS) of 1991 - mel 1o
discuss future research and action plans.

Alagka Native representatives joined the closed sessions as obsery.
crs. The talks were sponsored by the U.S. State Department at the
University of Alaska.

“We have no choice but to take action together now 1o head off o
potential ccological disaster in the Arctic,” said John Tumer, Director
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in his opening speech 1o the
annual work planning session of the Conservation of Arctic Flora and
Fauna (CAFF) branch of the AEPS.

""We are secing waming signs throughout the Arctic that the habita
of many specics is being harmed, whether from pollution, climate
change, large-scale economic development, fisheries and foresiry
practices, growth of human populations in the north, surface oil
pollution or any of a number of other problems,” Turner said.

Caleb Pungowiyi of Kotzebue, representing the Arctic Marine
Resources Commission at a conference held just prior to the CAFF
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meeting, expressed his hope thin
the intemational discussions of the
Arctic Environmental Protection
Strategy would be a positive step
in “‘protecting the resources for
future generations,”

“I think in thas process we'll
witke them up that we can’t be
pobbling up everything, and leav-
ing nothing behmd,” Pungowiyi
sard. 1 hope that it's something
thast in the long run will benefi
muankind and the fuure genera
s

As Native people and other
lemptime residents of the northland
know, the face of the Arctic i
Chamging, Fntire rookenes ol sea
hons have vamshed, and other
sprecies of ammals and hish which
nsed o be abundant now seem 1o
he in dechine.

Muodern research scientists,
shanng the concemns of the peaple
who live on the band, have begun
to investigate the reasons for these
declines and changes. The results
of their investigations thus far be-

gin o pant an alarming picture of

invisible contaminants, some pro-
duced inthe Arcticitsell by indus-
trinl development and some trans:

ported by air and water currents
from regions far to the south.

Leaders of Arctic governments
are concerned about these find-
ings, and have agreed that steps
must be taken to not only inven-
tory the plants and animals which
now exist, but also o jomn in mt-
lempls (o profect Arclic resources.
This determination led to the
ALPS, which has two waorking
groups that are planning specific
measures they hope will halt or m
least slow Turther degradation 1o
fragile Arctic ccosystems.

Official ohservers af this year's
CAIF Waorking Group mectings
imcluded delegates Torm German,
The Netherlands, Towit Ciwcume
polar Conference, WS, Arctic
Network, Intemational Arctic Sci-
ence Committee, International
Worldwide Fund for Nature, and
Northern Forum,

“We feel we are a part of the
Arctie,” sad Dr. Ko de Korie of
the Netherlands. "Over one mil-
lion Arctic geese, and 2-3 milhion
ducks winter in the Netherlunds
unnually," he said, noting that nei-
ther migratory species nor con-
taminants in the food chain honor
international political boundaries.

Integration of indigenous
people and their knowledge into
all phases of the intermational re-
search and conservation strategy
negotintions continues to be one
of the major topics of discussion
by CAFF delegates, who recog-
nize that the direct experience of
Native peoples 1s a valuable ad-
junctto modern science in provid-
ing a more complete understand-
ing of what is happening to Arctic
CLOsystems.

quite satisfied with that,"” she said.

“We also came with the inten-
tion to get a pilot project going to
develop a map series to reflect
indigenous knowledge, in an at-
tempt to gamer a wider accep-
tonce of this knowledge base as
something useful for CAFF, and
we succeeded in achieving that in
the work plan, so I°' m very pleased
aboul that."

1CC also called for govern-
ments (o provide funding over

The direct experience of Native
peoples is a valuable adjunct to

mocdern science.

Ben Nageak of Barmow, theonly
MNative person seated as an official
delegate of a member niution
this year's CAFF mecting, said,
“It behooves the member coun-
iries to involve their indigenous
people as delegates to CAFE"
Nageak added, “1'm pretty hope-
ful that we'll get more involve-
ment. If not, we'll have to keep
pushing, because they need our
support.”

Paul Oongtooguk of Fairbanks,
representing the Invit Circompo-
lar Conference, issued strong re-
minders to meeting delegates that
the areas under discussion are the
personal homes of Native people,
who should therefore have the right
to be fully included in all phases
of discussion and planning.

“Our role in this organization
is to continue to remind and hold
people to the fact that as they are
making determinations about U.S.
or international Arctic policy, that
they pay attention to the fact that
they are making decisions nbout
the home of the indigenous
people,” he sud,

ICC was nlso represented by
Lorraine Brooks of Montreal,
Canada.

“The main goals of ICC when
they came to this mecting was (o
insure first of all that sustainable
use staycd as a high priority on the
agenda, and | think basically it's
reflected in the work plans. We'ne

Native peoples of all countries to
more effectively participate in in-
ternational discussions involving
the health of the Arctic.

“By effective participation, |
mean being able not just to attend
these meetings, but to do all the
work that's required in prepara-
tion for the meeting, to come pre-
pared and to properly reflect
people back in their home re-
gions,” said Brooks.

This item has not yet found
agreement among the negotiating
countries. "It"s a point that we're
going to have to state and restate,”
said Brooks noting that the coun-
tries must consider their responsi-
bility to indigenous peoples as
“obligations; otherwise, they're
meaningless.”

In addition to Inuit, other Arc-
tic native peoples recognized by
the eight nations are the Saami
people of Norway and the Small
Peoples of the North in Russia.
Neither group was represented at
the Fairbanks meeting,.

Plans being prepared by CAFF
working groups include extensive
listing and mapping projects of
cxisting species of Arctic flora
and fauna, including knowledge
of indigenous people relating to
locations and traditional uses, de-
veloping lists of species consid-
ered endangered in one or more
Arctic countries, setting aside pro-
tected areas for the preservation

of habitat, cataloging of seabird
populations, and development of
A murre conservation Strategy, us
the first individual species to be
targeted for specific conservation
MEAsUres.

A separate onganization under
the Arctic Environmental Protec-
tion Strategy, the Arctic Monitor-
ing and Assessment Program, is
charged with providing continued
research into the presence of con-
taminants and theireffects on Are-
tic food chains.

Work plins developed by the
Conservation of Arctic Flora and
Fuuna working groups will be pre-
sented to officials from the eight
Arctic Countries at the Arctic En-
vironmental Protection Strategy
Ministers’ meeting at Nuuk,
Greenland, in September. Next
year's CAFF meeting will be held
in lceland; Russia will host the
CAFF working groups in 1995,

“We certainly want to work
toward conservation of these natu-
ral resources,"” said Flore Lekanof,
chairman of the Rural Alaska Re-
source Association, “to make sure
that they are not wiped out, and
that they be conserved and used in
a wise manner, so that it would be
an ongoing kind of a thing that
future members of our different
cthnic groups will enjoy."

The newly formed U.S. Arctic
Network, whose membership con-
sists of representatives from sev-
eral Native organizations as well
as environmental groups, was one
of several non-governmental or-
ganizations allowed official ob-
server status for the first time at
this year's CAFF mecting. Sitting
at the negotiating table on behalf
of the Arctic Network were Polly
Wheeler of Tanana Chiefs Con-
ference and Bob Childers of the
Gwich'in Steering Committee,

Childers was among those con-
cemed that the meeting had largely
overlooked the Arctic marine en-
vironment,

“We urge govemnments to take
positive action to fully protect the
Arctic Ocean, which is under in-
creasing threat, and to undertake a
study of toxics in the human food
chain there,” he said.




