
FullFullofofof-
Errors

of-
ErrorsErrorsErrorsCOLLEGEThe
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COLLEGE-TheCOLLEGEThe- 1970 federfederafederalfederal-
census

federa-
censuscensus counted 6,4536453,, fewer nna-nana-
tives

papa-

tives

-

tives thanth n had been projecteprojecteiprojectedprojected-
by

projectei-
byby the'the' state'sstates' ' vital statisticsststatistics-
Dr

tistics ,

Dr . George W,. Rogers contendontendsontends-
in

contend-
inin "AlaskaAlaska" 'NativeNative''

, PopulatioPopulationPopulatioiPopulatioi-
Trends

Population-
TrendsTrends and VitalVita\VitaVitaStatistics\ StatisticsStatistics , 19511951950-19501950-
1985

-(
1985 ," the latest "ResearcResearc"ResearchResearch"Research-
Note

"ResewResew"" cici-
NoteNote "" published by the UniveiUniver-UniverUnivetUniver-
sity

Univet-
sity

-
sity of Alaska'sAlaskas' Institute oofof-
.social

o-
SocialSocial.social. , ..

EcbnbinicEcbnoEcbnomic.andEcbnomicandnic . ".an.dandand.Goveni-and.Goveniand.Goveni-
ment

. .. ,.GovsnGoverdGoverd-
ment .

-:. .
.

".>". "ment Research ;.;: "
The census indicated thentherethere-

are
then-

areare 51,700517005 1,7001700, natives in Alaska..

There usually are difference-
between

differencedifferencesdifferences-
between

:

between the census and vitavitalvital-
statistics

vita-
statisticsstatistics figures but those bebe-
tween

.
tween the latest "werewere" greategreatergreater-
both

greate-
bothboth in absolute and relativirelativerelativrelative-
terms

relativ-
termsterms than in 1960 ,,"" the econoecono-econo-
mist

econo-
mist

-
mist reports .

The differences usually sten-

from
stenstemstem-

fromfrom the fact that the vitavitalvital-

statistics

vita-

statisticsstatistics computations of grogro-gro-
wthexcess

gro-
wthexcess

-
wth-excesswthexcess- of births oveoverove-
rdeathsdo

ov-
edeathsdodeaths-dodeathsdo-- not take into accounaccountaccount-
migration

accoun-
migrationmigration

,
in or out of a giveigivengivesgiven-

region
gives-

regionregion of the state .

Errors and changes in raciaracialracial-
classification

racia-
classificationclassification 'proceduresprocedures' coulcoulicouldcould-
also

couli-
also

<

also account for differences bebe-bebe-
tween

be-
tween

-

tween the federal and statistatestate-

native

state-

nativenative population figuresflgDres , RogerRogersRogers-

points
Roger-

points in the research ..points Outut paper II-

SinSineSinSince? 19601960membersmembers of iaa-
ho

;

householdho sehold have classified themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

-

selves for the federal census bubutbut-
racial

bu-
racialracial classification for vital stasta-stasta-

tistics

sta-

tistics

-

tistics has consistently beeibeenbeesbeen-
made

bees-

mademade by the attending doctor o-
public

ooror-
publicpublic officials ..

'" bebe-bebe-
tween

be-

tween
'ThusThuso'ThusoThus"Thus' , the disparities -

tween the census reports aniamandand-
vital

am-

vitalvitalvitalrecordsrecords could be caused iiinin-
part

i-
ipartpart by the people of natwnativenativenative-
or

native-

oror part-nativepartnative- blood who liveliveslivedlived-
in

lives-

in

*

in urban centers andandnono longe-
considered

longelongerlonger-
consideredconsidered themselves as native , '"'

states Rogers..

He adds in a footnote : "PrioPrio"PriorPrior"FrioFrio"Prior-
to

"Frio-
to

"
to the rise in the midmd and latlatelate-
1960's

lat-
1960's1960's1960s' of a strongstrong statewidistatewidestatewidestatewide-

native
statewide-

nativenative political movementovement :, aasas-
lepresented

a-
representedicpresentedlepresentedrepresented in the Alaska FedenFedera-FederaFederFedera-
tion

: -

tion of Natives , regional organiorgani-organsorgani-
zations

organs-

nations

-

zationsnationszationsand,, -andand-. the land claim-
issue

claimclaimsclaims-
issueissue , it would not be unexpecunexpec-unexpec-
ted

unexpec-
ted

-

ted for persons of fractiona-
native

fractionsfractionalfractionafractional-
nativenative blood who had left theitheirtheir-
traditional

thei-
traditionaltraditional villages to findnnd iitit-
useful

i-
usefuluseful or desirable to 'passpass' ' aasas-
white

a-
whitewhite or non-nativenonnative- .. "

Native population by plaoplaceplanplace-
as

plan-
asas established by the nownow-now-
defunct

now-
defunct

-

defunct Federal Field Commit-
tee

CommitCommit-Commit-
tee

-

tee for Development PlanninPlanningPlanning-
in

,

in Alaska , .whichwhich.,
differs frorifronfron-

both
fromfrom-

bothboth the 1970 census andand.pro-and.proandpreand.proj-
ections

.-prc-preprepre-
jections

-
jections from the combinecombinescombined*

1960 census and vital statisticstatisticsstatistics-
data

statistic-
datadata, "alsoalso" 'indicatesindicates'

.thethe.
the ' prcpropro-propro-

bability
pro-

bability
-

bability of a singificant undeiunder-underunder-
count

under-
count

-
count of'of' natives, in the 197119701970-
census

1971-

censuscensus ,
*""' Rogers writeswrites..

In the latest census , "erroerroo'erroroerroro'error-
appears

"erro-
appears

"'
appears as a more likely cause-

of
causauscause

of part of thesethes differences (bebe-bebe-
tw

be-
tween

-

tweentw en federal and stat . figuresfigures-
than

)
than,. in past census reports,,'"
says the economisteconomist-

A

..
A recount in the Anchorage-

area
AnchoragiAnchorageAnchorage-

areaareaarea,, upon demanddemandofof localocalCocalocal-
government

Coc-
agovernmentgovernment and community or-
ganizations

oror-
ganizations

or-oro-
rgan

-

. , -ganizationsganizationszations---ganizations-gangan----- ," revealed that sonusomesome-
are

some-

areasareasare hadnothad not been-beenbeencanvassed-.- canvassed-
and

canvassed ,

and
'-
the

t-

he'
the1the ' areaarea population ' wawas

126,333126333126.31263,. 3, not 124,5412454124,547124547124,542124542,, ?, he pointpointspoint-
jm'tr

points-
out

;

jm'trjmtroutout' . ,
. .'

'

outResidentsResidentsResidents'ofTananaResidentsofTanana'
of.TananaofTananaofTa'nana.,, ' alsoaIsalsochatclchchatchat-

lenged
1.

lenged the federalfederalenumerationfederalenumeratiorrenumeratioenumerationenumeratiorrenumeration-
and

enumeratiorr-
andand the .subsequentsubsequent. recounrecountrecount-
"raised

ecountecount-
"raised"raisedraised" the

.
populationpop atjon toto 405os405., , aa-

correction
;

correction of 286 ' otherwisotherwiseotherwise-
los

otherwise-
lostlostlos ," says RogersRogen.

.
The '-economist

e-conomist'-economist
e-conomist' conom st reportsreportsthaireportsthai-

the
:,'thathath'

tt-

the
.-
The

T-he. _ _ r.i-r.ir.ij.i. . j-.ij.ij.ii. _ . .LI ! * % - -

thethevillagevillage orof Napaskiak , witwillwill-
an

!:
an estimated population of 188188-
was

,

was missed entirely by . thethe'centhecenthe'cen-
sus

'cencen' cen .

sussusJsustakers
J
takers , andandapparentlyapparently onljof11oQIof11-

Federal
}

Federal AviationAviatiQn Agency emem-
ployees

.

ployees and their familiesfamities wenwerewere-
counted

:
counted at Northway ._

- : "TheseThese"" are-areareerrors-., errors
,
that havhavehamhave-

so
ham-

so
<

so far been authenticatedauthentiCated andand-
corrected

and-
correctedcorrected ," he saysJaYs.. "ThenThen"Then-
puy

"Then-
may

"
maypuy be others .."*"*


