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Creek Indian accountaccountMa-
ttieMattie PaPat! Shaw ,. our Grayling correspondent , has writtenwntten in-

answer
In-

answer
in

answer to our inquiriesInquITles to10 tell the Tundra Tunes about the book sheshe-

has

she-

hashas translated from her great grandfather'sgrandfathers ' manuscriptmanuscnpt ..

The title11I1e of the work isISMISAM""AAA HistoricalHlStoncal Narration of the IspocoIspocogaIspocoga-

or
_

or Creek TribeTnbe of Indians ,,"" by George StiggmsSllggmsStiggins , translated and no-

tated
no-

tated
no-nonot-

ated
--

tated by MattieMaille StanStantonIon ShawShaw-

She
Shaw-

She
Shaw-

SheShe writeswnles ,. ""TheThe author was my great , greatgreal grandfather , son ofof-

aa NatchezNalchez princesspnnjOess ,. Nancy Haw , and of an EnglishEnglJsh tradeitrader , JosephJoseph-

Stiggins
Joseph-

StlggmsStigginsStlggms He wrote the book betweenbelween 1831 and November 1845-

The
1845-

The
1845

The manuscriptmanuscnpt was writtenwntten inrn old English , with many Natchez andand-

Ispocoga
and-

IspocouIspocogaIspocouIspocogawordsIspocouwordswords interspersed It tooklook my husband , JohnnieJohnnte , and I ,

four monthsmonlhs to10 translateIranslale It-

The
itit-

The
it-

TheThe manuscriptmanuscnpl has been in the Lyman C Draper collection al-

the
atalat-

thethe State HsitoncalHSlloncal Society of Wisconsin , Madison , for over 100100-

years

100-

yearsyears My great grandfather , Joseph Napoleon StiggmsSltggmsStiggins , sent it 10-

Draper
to10to-

DraperDiaperDraper in the hopes that itII would be published and the familyfamtlyfamtlywouldfamilywouldwouldwould-

reap
would-

reapreap financial benefits fromfrom.1from1.it Instead , variousvanous anthropologist andand-

Illstonans
and-

historianshistoriansIllstonans have freely takenlaken from thisIhlS manuscriptmanuscnpl , at least the partpart-

Ihe

part-

theIhetheihev, .iould.ouldouldould.ouldreadouldreadreadreadandand have published his matenamaterial! into theirtheu booksbooks-

George
books-

George(,Georgeeorge StigginsStlgglns could speak five languages including his nothernother-

longue
nother-

tonguetonguelongue "Natchez"atehelatehel ,. as well as French ,. SpanishSpantsh ,. EnglishEnglJsh and the natIonalI-

JnL
nationalnational-

lanwageIJnLIjnojaBclanwageJage of the Ispocoga Helie was born in 1797 , was in the War ofof-
IIIM1'111'' I 1t' & 14 was a representative for the Creek Nation afterafler thear-

JetCdt
theirtheartheir-

detestJrtcdiJetCdtdetest htnb\bbIhe\, theIhe AmericansAmeneans went to Washington and triedtned to negotiatenegottatenegotiate-
with'"u.nhunhwith. IIh the Government He was successful in gettinggettmg them to agree toto-

lei

to-

letleilet thele CreeCreekss stay inm Alabama and land be set aside for all thethe-
IIInendlynendly chiefs and for each headheadofofofaa householdhousehold-

However
household-

However
household-

lIo"everHoweverlIo"everlIoever" the government did notnol keep theirtheITthen end of the Irealy-

Jnd
treatyIrealytreaty-

andanilJndand the Creeks were soon on theirthell way to Oklahoma on what hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen .Called.alledalled ,.
""TheThe TrailTratlTratlofTrailofof Tears ,:"' and the ones allowed to10 remainremamremain-

behind
remam-

behindbehindbehindincludingincluding George StigginsStlggms., were soon relieved of their land .

(George,eorge StigginsStlggms wrote in an exceptionally factualfactualmannermanner , dJs-

playmg
disdis-

playing
dJs-dJsdis-dis¬-

playingplaymg very hitlittleIe emotion He garnered his information from Firstfirst-

hand
first-

handhand knowledgenowJedge and from talking with the elders of the varIOU-
Stnbes

variousvarious-
tribestnhestnbestribes nfof the Creek Confederacy inm the native language He wrotewrote-

f
wrote-

of>,off the onginsonglnsorigins of the tribestnbes ,. battles , legends , customs , the War ofof-
II1811811g 11i & 1414andand the Creek CivilClvtI War ,. whichwluch brought about itsliS down-
all

down-
all

down-down-.
allal-

lContinued
al-

lContinued
al-

lContinued( Continued on PPageg FiveFin )}



.Mattie 'translates'translatestranslatesConti-

nued(Continued from PaiPage. Four )

The following IsII a quote from the book and relates to the custQm-

of
custqmcustqm-

ofof marriage among the Ispocogalspocoga .

""ThatThat itis , .should.houldhould .the.heheshe be Indolent andmd givengtven to quarrelqwmel wwitliwithh Mmhimhim-
and

him-
andand Inatte/ftlveInatteftlveinattentive/ to hhis wantwants. IUIdand ddisobedientobcdlclft to hllhis commmccommands ,

Ininany.-.nyny-anyany of thcthe afore.aldaforealdaforesaid. ClUCcases. , he can mabmake compllltlttcomplaint to herher-
famUy

her-
familyfamUyfamily ofofsuchIUchsuch and quit her and marry another without a mu"urmuurmurmurmu"ur-
rom

murmur-
from

,"{romfrom her clan or famOyfamily - but In calecase ..heheshe ..houldhouldshould prove a lewdlewd-

woman
lewd-

womanwoman and Inconltantinconstant to him , ..heheshe can be punuhcdpunished by hllhis familyfamily-

of
family-

ofof cianiclans pcoplepeople by beating her with larrelarge ..ticbticbsticks unnluntil ..heheshe cannotcannot-
movc

cannot-
movemovcmove and thenthcn cutting off both heher canears clo.ecloeclose. to her head . . .

."
If thistIus custom was still in practice , 1I believe we'dwed' have a lot ofof-

men
of-

menmen and women missing a few canears .

And writing of the Uchiss , a tnbetribe of the CreekCteek ConfederacyConfedetacy :

""TheyThey are more entitled than any other mbettribetribes. In the nation toto-

the
to-

thethe appellativeappallattveappallative ofor the .ion.ononson of the [fgreslQrcstfprest.theyfprestthey. . ..theythey are moremOrt indolIndole/ftIndoleftindolentIndoleft-
mOrt

indolent-
more /moremOrt thievishthevt.rhthevtrh, . , moremort dasapateddu.apatedduapateddusapated. and depraved In their motmoramorals .

They are eareMrewer Intit feudsfeuc with the other IndiansIndlanl , on accountaccou/ftaccouft/ ofof-

who.e
of-

whosewhosewho.ewhoe. property they reachreachsteal/(/stealstealsteal ) ..andand theirthclr dishonestyduhone.tyduhonety. IsII pro-

n
pro-

n
pro-

verbial
pro-

verbial
pro-pro-

verbial In the natIon> n. . . ..InIn//nnin allallconvenartonallconversationconversationconvenarton among theithem.elvesthemelvesthemselves. oror-

not
or-

notnot they ..pcakpcakspeak their own barbarous tonguetonguc .. WhichWhkh uis a qUIckqUIck-

gutteral
quick-

gutteralgutteral ..tammenngtammenngstammering accmtaccent not very unlikeunbke the dying replTatlOlf-
lof

respirationsreplTatlOlflrespirations-
of

,
of an old .sow.owow under the handshand. ofofaa butcher . "

The bookbookISis ISO150 pages of exeXCltmgexciting< , factual mformatlOninformation on thethe-

tnbes
the-

tribestribestnbes of the Ispocoga (Creek ) ConfederacyConfedetacy . It isu presentlyptesently inm thethe-

hands
the-

handshands of the UniversityUmvernty of OklahomaOldahoma Press , Norman , OklahomaOldahoma .

I hope it comes out soon , it deserves a place inm history . The bookbook-

will

book-

willwfllwillwillalsoalso give us a few more IndianIndtan heroes .

II am now inm the processptocess of gatheringgathenng informationmformatlOn for anotheranother-
book

another-
bookbook entitled1entItledentitled-entitledThe'- The Natchez . I have gatheredgatltered informationmformalJon fromftom thetltethe-

National
tlte-

NalJonaiNationalNalJonai ArchivesArcluves inm Pans , France and am writingwntmg to thetlte Smithso-

nian

Smltltso-

man
SmithsoSmltltso-SmltltsoSmithso-¬-

nianman InstitutionInslJtulJon ,. WashingtonWasIungton , D C . , for additionaladdltlonaimformaUoninformation ..

I don'tdont' have an agent , and ddon'tdont' 'know the' procedureJ * 'for getting-

one
gettmggettinggettmg-

one

*

one: . If you can help , let me knokno-

Before
know .

Before I close , would like to invite you to staystayWithwith us at the-

BIA

the-

BIA

thtthe
B1ABIA School , if you happen to be inm Grayling for thetlte

"'"IditarodIditarod'IdltarodIdltarod , oror-

If
or-

ifif you'dyoud' likeIlke to come down sometimesometune andandvisitvisit a very basic anandand-

beautiful
and-

beauttful
<?

beautifulbeauttful vvillageIage .

SmcerelySincerely ,

MatlleMaitre Pat Shaw


