Alaskans must support subsistence

by Congressmun Don Young

WASHINGTON, D.C Fou
more than M years, Aliskans have
Inul]:_hl battle after bartle so that we
could muke the important decisiony
absant hosw we want 1o Hve i our stale

OPINION

Phese hive been long and bird bat
Hes, but Alaskans have gencrally stood
united behind our eftores for swte's
righis. Yet, we stll hove o long way
o o antil we achieve all ol the pro
mvhes  made o us by e lederal
goverment af stitehood

W are now at a crossroud on an ex
iremely important issue o Alaska
subsislence

It's unfortunme thut after all these
years of slowly but surely making pro
gress, we find ourselves on the verge
ol lesang comtrol of our fish and game
o the federal govermment. This would
e i sl moment in Aluska's Wistory

The subsistence 15sue (s mm]ph--.
Fhere's no doubt about . But | feel
thist the major problem can be summed
wpr gurte stmply! Do Alaskans want te
comtinue o hove sell-determimation
over our fish and game nghts, or do
we want 10 give the management back
v Congress and  the Tederal
guvernment?

I beleve most Alaskans want (0 con
b omr sell-determmnaton | have
fought oo many battles in Congress
protecting Alaska's sell-determunation
on varous issues 10 think thit Con
gress or the federal government would
it an the best interests of our peaple
andl the state

Tust thnk hack 10 what Conpress
and the federal government  have
soight 1o impose on our stile

*The 132 Linds act which lovked up
[0 million acres.

=The Tongass Wilderness ssue
which threatens the livelihood of 3,000
fy 6 000 Tarmnlies in Southeast Aluskon

®*The Trans-Aluska Pipeline issue
whicre many members of Congress
wanted 1o lock up Prudhoe Hay,

| fear that the federal management
ol Tish and game in Alaska could be
used by those who would stop all
ceonomic development in Aluska 1o
shut down the state, perisd. I you
worry about the impact of wetlands
oy o economie developrment ., you
showld e equally concerned abou
federal Tish and game managemeni

Federul contral of Hish and game 15
d ool i e haods of o fuere ad
mimstration  unfrendly o Alasky,
winch could be devastating o the
Wale s imlereyis

Chov. Steve Cowper has called for
d speoml session of the Alnska
L egislature tormmicdiately address the
subsistence sue. | commend  the
povernor tor takmg thas actwmn and 1.
whong with: Sens. Ted Stevens and
Frank Murkowski, both R-Alaska
stappeet the adopticn of o comstitibiongl
arvienchment (o keep Adaskn's mamige
ment of kb wned game

s our hope that the Legislature
sl suppert purting this issue belore
the Aduskn verers s thit Alaskans can
miike the decision ahout the future of
Pk omed gurme management in Aloska

Hul what happens of people are nit
piven the vote? Cuite simply, the
federal government and Congress will
take over the management. At this
tmie we are fortunate w have an ad
ministration in the White House thin
works Closely with the Alaska Con-

ressional Delegation and 18 primari-
i?.- suppomive of our self-determina-

First of all, we
must remain united
as Alaskans. We
must not let this
become an internal
battle between ur-
ban versus rural,
Native versus non-
Native, sport
hunter versus sub-
sistence hunter.

tion. | consider President Cieorge Bush
urd Secretary of the Interior Manuel
Lupan as personal friends, true allies
of the state

Hut what happens when there s a
new admimstrution calling the shots”
Whit huppens Il we end up with
another Hmmy Carter and Cecil An
drus? Do we want to take the chance
ol the federal governmem dictating
how Tish and game are managed in
Alaska when we have the opporuni-
1y Wy preserve our self-determunation
right now!/

Although these have been reports
thiit the inmerim regulations proposed
by the federal government mean little
change from the state system, almost
all Alaskans know better. Ultimately,

hllﬁ bimits, hcenses and hunting and
fishing seasons will be determined by
federal policy spurred by national
argamezations and congressmen who
don’t even live here

And | don't have o remnd
Alnskans that there 15 o growimg move-
mienl on the Bast Coast that wanlts o
ban hunting, period. Their voices ire
heard in Washungton, D.C. This
wionld be wrong and woold have g
signibicant negative impact on the fives
of all Alaskans. And remember,
Alnskuns know better than anyone that
in the long run there is no such thing
us o benign' federal tukeover

Soowhat canm Alaskuns do? First of
all, we must reman omited  as
Adaskans. We must oot let this become
an internal battle between urban ver-
sis tural, Native versus non-Native,
sport hunter versus subsistence hunter
This s an issue of Alaskans controll-
ing the right o determine ther vwn
futures, This requires passage of a
constitutional  amendment by the
Legishature

In essence, what the Legislanre wall
e deciding during the special session
is quite simple: They will vote w
determine il the people of Aluska will
be hble o vode to choose the future of

wildlife munagement in this Novem
ber's General Election

Il this is accomplished, Alaskans
will be given the chance 1o decide if
we want o continue stale management
of fish and game, or f we want 1o turn
it over 1w Congress und the federnl
government. As an Aliskan who loves
the outdoors nndd the
hunting andd fishing that makes our
Alaskan lifestyle special, 1 will vote
lor state management this fall.
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