Rexford has been whaling for 50 years

by Hurbary Crane
Tamibva Thaws regporied

HARROW — Burton Reslicd has
been whaling for 50 years

He first went oot with i crew when
e was U yvears ald, Ever singe then
whialing has begh an inportant part of
s Life

Hextord, now a whalmg captinn,
sty s it baken many years o learn all
he needs o kow about lewding o
LW

I pkes goend tramng frome the
elders who are expenenced o know
whiat to dos und 1w be able el the
e conditons omd the waid amd the
wisither, " he sad

“The safety of the vrew is a big

respnnsitilily

Uhicre 15 o lon ol expense ynviolved,
P, font s demgthy buost which may o
iy i be successiul. He has o feed
his crew and pay 1or snow machines,
fuel and other supplies

s ol casy, Rexlond sawd
“Some years L don't even have a pen
my anomy pocket, bl once you're
hosoked on whaling, you can’t give i
up. You keep on going. "

As one ol the six whiling crews
frome Bartow we lake whales thiy
spring, Rextord amd his crew o
hosted o community feast Tune 19 on
the boach at Barrow

He i he pamicubarly enpoved see
g siv by o hs Dol together ol
the lestivul

Ui sl oo this whole com

naty oo sonne way " he said, My
wile came from 1< m her Fanly, and
| ooine fromn T, soowe"re automateal
By reluted o gust about gveryone. ™

With 14 childeen amd 17 gramd-
children, Rextord has plenty of men
amd bows to praen and choose from for
his vrew

1 have E'H.‘I'Fl‘"'ﬂ'ﬂlﬂr._ Y &S OVET
the years,” " Kexford saud **1'm real
Iy proud of how well they do.™

His son, Mike, threw the harpoon
Fow ths year's whale; aod unother son,
Juling; shot i

Another son, Delber, now 35, has
been whaling since he was 9. He
temembered how his father decided
when he could begim whaling.

“When he thisught we were old

eonough e lsten o our elders, we
could go out, " he sand, ** Then of we
thiddn 't listen, we were lelt behind un-
ul we dlid learn W Histen, ™

While Rexford his never hid any
women in his whaling crews, it's
becoming less unusual 1o And them in
iMhier crews

1 think that's pantly because there
1= shortage of imen crew members,
he sand. “More and more people have
jorbs, amed it s it Ticult for them (o get
the tiree 1, siv it can be hard W get
d crew together,

Rexford plins to contiame whaling
an dong us possible

s been a part of my life all my
life,”" he saul. “°1 wall go ont as long
as | can. "’



