2 Alaska programs eligible
to win grants of $100,000

WASHINGTON, D.C. — A pro
gram to strengthen the cultural wden-
ity «of the Inuplag community in a
Il’t-vj]lngc region mostly above the
Arctic Circle and the ‘h'ﬁl.ugr Public
Safety Officer Program were named
as finalists in the 1990 Innovations in
State and Local Government Awirds
Frogram.

Innovations 18 sponsored by the
Ford Foundation and Harvard Univer-
sity's John F. Kennedy School of
Government,

The Inuping llitgqusist of the
Maniilag Association, in Alaska's
NANA Region, serves a populition of
6,500 residents, 90 percent of whom
are Eskimos.

The program secks to reverse the
inrea’s high rates of alcohol abuse and
suicide, parvculardy among youth, that
have arisen through sttempls (o
modernize the Inupiag way of life.

The program uses social workers
and peer counselors w strengthen the
lnupiats " sense of belonging. 1t also
operates a halfway house for recently
relensed prisoners amd o children’s
cimp,

The Village Public Safety Officers
Program, managed by the Aliska State
I'roopers, trins individuals who serve
i place of conventional law enforce.
mient officers 10 respond 10 the mon
common cmergencics that anse in
iodated communines,

These melude  bires, micdwsl
cimergencies, water pocilents, search
anlrescue operations and problems
redating W aleohol abuse. Currently,
128 conmmunities unconnected 1o wny
road  system ure served by 125
ol licers

Smee the progrom begun in 1979,
the number of deaths due 1o waled
reloted accudents has dropped by more
tham 50 percent in these communitics,
while fire-related deaths have de
vreased by 25 percent,

The Alaska program has  been
copred by the LS. Trust Territonies
of the Manana, Marshall, Carobine
arkd Ponape Islunds, and the Royul
Canachan Mounted Police s currom
Iy looking o the possibility of
rephicating the program in Canado’s
vl arens

The lourpaat Thtgustat progect amd
the VSO Program are two ol 25
Timalists civedd this year by the Innova
vons Program: Ten outstandomg state

and local projects druwn from the
fimhists each will receave $100,000
griats from the Ford Foundation when
the winners wre annownced in
Enﬁlrmhcr

¢ Innovations Awards seck 10
recognize programs and policies con-
sidered to be unusually creative in nd-
dressing public needs al the state and
lncal levels,

Review teams of scholars and
government professionals worked to
farrow the number of spplicants W the
23 finalists, which represent only 2
percent of all applicants




