ANHB looks

by the Aluska Native Health Board
fug ihe Tundsw Times

New developments in health care
policy at both the stisle and natvonal
bevel have been the focus of sttention
ih recent months by the Alaskn Nanve
Heulth Board, a non-profit corporation
recognized us b statewrde vince on
Alaskn Native health issues,

Following a meeting ol the
12-member ANHB in Stk i May,
actvity hus been direcied loward
several legislative issues. These in-
Clude the stmus of regulntions being
drafied 1o implement amendments o
P L 93638 the Indiun Sell-
Determination and  Education
Assistance Act, the need Tor increased
funding for the Community Health
Awle Program and for patient travel

ANHE learned ol an unalysis by the
Senate Select Commitiee on Indim A1
farrs o lederal spending trends fn
Nalive Amencan programs  versias
similar progroms Lor oo Nutives

Hised on the findings, Sens. John
MeCumn, R-Agiz, ind Daniel Inouye,
Iy Howait, hiave sugpesied o 51 billion
mcrease over the presiident s proposed
Fiscal Year 1991 budget tor Indim
prrogranns e peguined o ke Tunding
lor these programes more eguitable

ANHE s askmg toibal groups m
Adoska to voee ther suppont for this
Pl

Pl attorney Lloyd Miller ol
sonosky, Chambers, Sachse
SMller reported at ANHHE s Muy ard
e thist the prowess o drmiting
e sudations that woulld ioplensent P
WA the amendments o P
BLAGR, s belimd schedule

The amenchments will make it easicr
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for iribes (o contmet for hml.llll um’!
soctal service I!11ru|,gr|.|rnn.. and will give
them greater flesibiln

An dem of pmu-mlur intrest rised
ut the May mecting 1s o controversial
federalism bill, Senme Hill 2512,
which would remove entirely the
monitoning bureancracy which now
conttols delivery of health care and
other services 0 Nulive Amencans,

Accordimg 1o Miller, the il would
vy ot a recommendation by Semne
Specud Investigations Commirtee that,
“Congress looked wl having o new
relutionshyp botween the Amernican in
it tribes and the United States
and that service delivery systemy be
trmed over o Iindian tribes for them
0 admimster themselyes "

Wil the bl has a lot of strengths,
e e also problems, mcluding the
Lt that the bill in its preseot fomm pro
poses Thut Tands be dhstrbsuted on o per
Capitia hasis,

ANHE Charmun John Jemewank
reports that o tip o Washington,
10 . an May o wdvocate Tor in
creased hundhing tor the CHAP wasy
very  productive Jemewouk  spoke

wnh I:glslnlur.s. Office of Munage-
ment and Budget swfi and Indian
Health Service personnel

Following these meetings, Con-
gressman  Don Young, R-Alaska,
recommended that the full $9.24
million still needed for CHAP be
et the House version for the THS
FY 91 appropriation,

Phe issue of patiemt travel also wis
addressed durning the meetings with
lederal legislators, OMB und THS
sindl.

Members ol Congress who were ap
prowched ubout the problem of under-
funding expressed a high level of in
terest and huve reguested more infor
mation. An inienm report was fur
mished o Congress in My

A cormmuiiee of the Associativing ol
Regoomul Health Dhirectors is curmeit
ly working 1w collect more data and
will be publishing a final report in the
Bkl vy documient the need for i reasad
funiding Tor patient travel in Adaskl

(nher recent nctivities of ANHE in
Clude the Tollowng:

SAnN mvitutioen o membors of the

into federal health laws
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House Committee on Interior and In-
sular Alfairs 10 visit Alaska and con-
duct bearings in Bristol Bay and the
Calista regions on  mental health
issues.

*Plans (o provide input to Congress
und the White House Offfice of Drug
Abuse, urging that alcohol be included
in the federal government’s " war on
drugs.

*Preparation of position staterments
to the Legislature regarding use of the
Mentul Health L.mﬁx Trust monies.

*Development of a presentation on
ANHB's relationship with the THS and
regions to be presented at the 1990 Na-
tional Tribal/THS Consuliation
meelng in August,

'In Wil to the stite on a proposal to
nils 1o determing the number of
mdiwduuls with dual mental
health/drinking lems. ANHE has
recommended that the study include
more rursl Alaskan commumities.

* A presentution on patient travel h{
Tunana Cheefs Conference Healt
Uhrector Paul Sherry ot the Natwonal
Congress of American Indinns,

*lnp ul to Congress on the need 1o
inclode services and educaition for
;I“Idn:n with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
and Fetal Alcohol Effects in the om-
mibus drug bill House Resolution 4354
currently up for reauthorzation

sInvestigation  intoy the  changes
peeded o allow clies and hosptals
e collect 100 percent of third party
payments, (clumnoting the IHS
wp.)

s Support for the Diviswon of Public
Health's American Stop Smoking In
iervention Study for Concer Preven
ton (ASSIST) program




